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Duty Roster 

Saturday 14 July, Casey Fields 
Colin Mortley (R), Anthony Van 
Der Spek, Stefan Kirsch 
 
Saturday 21 July, Gruyere 
Tony Curulli (R), Ken Saxton 
(TC), Andrew Nielsen (TC), John 
Macleod (TC), Bernie Evans, 
John Cochrane, Chris Hughson, 
Dave Worland, Mark Wallace, 
Garry Wishart, David Pyne 
 
If rostered for duty, you must be at 
there at least 1 hour prior to start time. 
It’s your responsibility to find a 
replacement if unable to do your duty, 
then advise Andrew Buchanan, 
tiptop2@optusnet.com.au  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Editor: Nick Tapp 
nick.tapp@detail-ed.com.au 
  
 

,  

  

Two rounds into the four-race Tour de Metro series, Northern leads by 124 points to 
83. They had the upper hand again at National Boulevard on Sunday, but there 
were many strong performances from Eastern riders and a lot of team spirit on 
display. Paul Webster and Ron Stranks won B Grade and F Grade, respectively,  
and we were all cheering for Lawrence Lee, who took 3rd in A Grade after spending 
a long time outnumbered in a three-rider break. Results, reports, an individual 
aggregate points update and some more great photos from Pete Morris are inside. 
This Saturday we take a breather from interclub rivalry to race at Casey Fields, in 
Cranbourne. Racing starts at 2 pm with ‘last rider missing out’ for C Grade, followed 
by a round of graded scratch races for all grades. The desk will close at 1.45 pm 
and you can register beforehand through TeamApp. Don’t forget your tail light! 
The Tour de Metro then resumes at Gruyere on Saturday 21 July and finishes at 
Yarra Glen on 28 July. Put these two dates in your diary, especially if hills are your 
thing. At this stage the trophy is heading north, but it’s not gone yet. Ours is the 
bigger club – let’s get there in numbers for the last two races. Your club needs you! 
 

 
A tale of two breakaways: Paul Webster (far left) and Lawrence Lee (thrid from left) both made it into the break on 
Sunday, in B Grade and A Grade, respectively. Photo: Peter Morris 
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Graded scratch races, National Boulevard (Eastern vs Northern), 8 July 
 
Grade 
(EVCC/NC) 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 

A Grade (8/14) Scott Riddell (N) Mark Seddon (N) Lawrence Lee Jean-Philippe Leclercq Kos Samaras (N) 

B Grade (12/12) Paul Webster Troy Morgan (N) Kevin Russell (N) Mark Micallef (N) Dean Niclasen 

C Grade (10/15) Maurice Rizzo (N) Terry Hollibone (N) David Griffin Steve Toogood (N) Craig Frost (N) 

D Grade (10/11) Alex Muhia (N) Peter Gray David Worland James Stuart (N) Greg Harvey 

E Grade (5/5) Ian Bishop (N) Colin Mortley Kellie Murphy (N) Pat Ruys J.C. Wilson 

F Grade (3/2) Ron Stranks  Laurie Bohn  Brian Forbes (N) Don Stuart (GSC) Robert Miller (N) 

 

 
B Grade in the starting area, ready to roll. Photo: Peter Morris 
 
A Grade (I) 
By Lawrence Lee 

I always enjoy teams racing, and especially when 
we get to put aside our usual allegiances to race 
together as a club. Sunday morning racing is a bit 
of a novelty in my household as it means I do not 
‘disappear’ on Saturday afternoon as I usually 
would. Despite having rehearsed the trip out to 
National Boulevard one week earlier, I still 
needed to pull out my printed Google Maps 
directions from the stash in the glovebox to make 
sure I took the right exit. 
Not long after exiting the Ring Road, who should I 
see riding up Sydney Road on the adjacent bike 
path but our road captain, Guy Green. I thought to 

myself, ‘He couldn’t have ridden all the way from 
home’. Turns out he did. Just thinking about it 
made me tired and we hadn’t even started racing. 
Warming up, Guy and I had a discussion about 
how difficult it was for any breakaway to survive 
on this circuit. Little did I know what was about to 
happen … The race started like any other 
involving the man dressed in lederhosen, Iain 
Clark (N), who put in multiple attacks. I recall a 
moment fairly early on in the race when I decided 
to drop back further into the field to save from 
having to chase down the constant Northern 
attacks. These duties were being ably handled at 
the time by Glenn Newnham and Steve Ross, 
with attacks of our own coming from Phil Smith 
and J-P. 



 

 

Not long after a dig by Phil, I found myself rolling 
towards the front of the bunch up the incline just 
as the winner of last week’s race, Mark Seddon (N), 
put in a spurt up the final part of the rise. I think I 
remember Phil looking over his shoulder to check 
if any Eastern riders were able to cover the move, 
which is about when I decided to commit and go 
after him. And that was the end of that. 
The bunch seemed to let the two of us go, and I 
was a little worried at this point whether I was 
going to be able to keep on the pace for the 
remaining 30–40 minutes. I was so focused on 
ensuring Mark did not get away solo that I was 
too busy to even notice what was going on behind 
us. The numbers were looking good and I was 
content to bury myself until such time as we were 
either caught by the bunch or joined by some 
reinforcements. 
As it happened, the reinforcements never arrived 
– well, not for me, anyway. A big, tall, powerful-
looking rider from Northern, Scott Riddell, bridged 
across and started to pull some big turns down 
the back straight. And this is how it stayed pretty 
much for the remainder of the race, with Mark 
pulling on the front straight and me up the rise. It 
never occurred to me that I should’ve done 
anything but pull my share of the turns. Maybe it 
would have been better for me to just sit on and 
not cooperate and wait for the cavalry to arrive, 
but not putting in is not my style. 
Being outnumbered, I guess I was susceptible to 
attacks from either party or both, as I discovered 
with less than 10 minutes to go. Thankfully, I was 
able to respond and we resumed pulling turns 
until the chequered flag. The bell lap was pretty 
conservative and I decided to lead up the final 
rise as I had done for many laps prior. Coming 
into the finishing straight I didn’t really have any 
plan as to what I was going to do or how things 
might play out. This ultimately was my downfall, 
with a poor decision in hindsight to initiate a  
drag race to the finish line, in which I came off 
third best. 
A race to remember – not because of the podium; 
not because of the breakaway; not because of the 
prize money; but because of all the people who 
went out of their way to stop me, genuinely happy  

 
Lawrence (right) tucked in between Northern riders Mark Seddon (front) 
and Scott Riddell. Photo: Peter Morris 
 
for me, to ‘pat me on the back’ after the race was 
won – both from Eastern and Northern. That is 
why I love to race my bike on the weekend – 
because of the people. 

A Grade (II) 
By Phil Smith 

A fine rain descended on us just before the start 
of the race and it was looking like racing would be 
dicey. The dedicated Eastern contingent in A Grade 
looked similar to round one; I think only Rob 
Amos gave it a miss. 
The race started at a relaxed pace as riders were 
testing the wet roads. J-P looked fast and was 
keen to make a presence with his new team bike. 



 

 

Eastern riders were outnumbered and Northern 
targeted this weakness by attacking repeatedly. 
Our lack of riders caused some big gaps to open, 
but some strong chasing brought it all back 
together. Personally, I was finding it more 
appealing to be riding hard on the front, rather 
than deal with all the surging and chasing. 
Virtually all Eastern riders had a crack at breaking 
away. Lawrence Lee was riding to the fore and 
when he managed to get in a mixed break with 
Northern riders, most of us thought this was good 
for the overall team result and did not chase. The 
bunch declared a truce, while Lawrence and Co. 
rode away into the distance. 
It was not till the last 20 minutes that another 
bunch broke away. J-P had been repeatedly 
attacking and finally got a gap with Northern 
riders. So, five riders were away and Eastern was 
going to get two riders in the points – not bad 
considering we were outnumbered! 
J-P got a significant gap, but there were a few 
last-ditch efforts for glory. Iain Clark (N) was riding 
strongly. He attacked and got a big gap and after 
a couple of laps looked like he might be able to 
bridge to J-P. I took it on myself to TT across to 
Iain, my plan being to catch him and make him 
ease up. My plan worked, and on the bell lap we 
could see that J-P and Lawrence had a safe gap 
and would get valuable points. Lawrence sprinted 
strongly for 3rd and J-P for 4th. 
 

 
J-P Leclercq (right) about to come off the wheel and win the sprint for 
4th place in A Grade. Photo: Peter Morris 
 

It is not going to get any easier! Northern A Graders 
are strong on hilly circuits, and a strong force of 
Eastern riders will be required to beat them in the 
final two races. 

B Grade 
By Nick Tapp 

The numbers in B Grade were better this week 
than last, larger overall and better balanced with 
12 riders per club. Perry Peters was crook and 
stayed away, which was a shame, but Paul Firth 
and Colin Doherty were there, adding power to 
the chase and a bit of menace to our sprint team. 
The previous week’s place-getters, Paul Webster 
and Dean Niclasen, were back for more. Chris 
Ellenby and Ray Russo were a couple of wild 
cards, and Walter Savini, Mark Edwards, John 
Williams and John Blyth were there again as 
domestiques and lead-out artists. After blowing 
up early last week and sooking off home, I hoped 
to go the distance this time. 
I wish I could tell you more about the race, but I’m 
still getting to know National Boulevard and in my 
mind it lacks landmarks. Hills make good 
landmarks, I find, and there’s not much in the way 
of hills out Campbellfield way. I know the pace 
went up and down as attacks went off, were 
chased and then caught. Chris Ellenby motored 
past on the outside and off up the road at regular 
intervals, and he was not the only one to try, but it 
was not easy to get away – apparently, don’t ask 
me, I was happy just to hang on. In the end it was 
Paul Webster who flew the coop and established 
a break with Northern’s Troy Morgan. Confident in 
Paul’s ability in a sprint, the rest of us settled back 
to a somewhat steadier pace. 
Paul got the better of his breakaway companion 
and took the win in convincing fashion. A mass 
bunch sprint duly decided the rest of the placings. 
Mark went early, as promised. Col was sliding up 
the outside but ran out of legs. Paul F. got a bit 
boxed in and was too far back by the time he got 
out. Fortunately, we still had strongman Dean, 
who collected a point for 5th place again. I went 
the distance and dreamed of hills. 
 



 

 

E Grade 
By Pat Ruys 

Different conditions than last week. It was windy 
and a little damp, but I think I rode a smarter race 
today. There were 10 riders in E Grade – only 
four riders for Eastern and the rest were Northern 
riders. I took J.C. Wilson’s advice not to do 
anything crazy for the first 30 minutes. About 20 
minutes into the race Harry Hibgame had a 
puncture and had to pull out. So now there were 
only three of us left and six of them. 
With about 15 minutes to go, I attacked the field 
up the back straight and into the wind. As I was 
going into the wind, Ian Bishop (N) and Colin 
Mortley got on so there were three of us away. 
After about 5 minutes a fourth rider, Kellie Murphy 

from Northern, came across to us. We kept on 
doing turns and the other riders were nowhere in 
sight. I was trying to set it up for Colin, who is a 
better sprinter than me. 
We got the bell and I was on the front until the top 
of the hill back into the wind for the finish. The 
others rolled over me – 1st place to Ian, 2nd to 
Colin, 3rd to Kellie and 4th to me. Leading the 
rest of the field in was J.C. Wilson for 5th place.  
I was especially happy with my 4th place – three 
places better than last week. 
A special call out to all you mountain goats. We 
need to get the upper hand on Northern and see 
Eastern shine and come through with the results 
on our home courses, Gruyere and Yarra Glen. 
Let’s see if we can retain the trophy. 

 

 
Pat Ruys (centre) with J.C. Wilson looking over one shoulder and Colin Mortley over the other. Photo: Peter Morris 



 

 

    

 
Paul Webster won from the break again in B Grade, proving that you only need to be in front once. Photos: Peter Morris 

    

Tour de Metro individual aggregate standings (top 15) 

=1 Ian Bishop (N) 16 pts 6 David Worland 11 =11 Peter Gray 7 

=1 Paul Webster 16 =7 David Griffin 8 =11 Mark Micallef (N) 7 

=3 Terry Hollibone (N) 13 =7 Troy Morgan (N) 8 =13 Laurie Bohn 5 

=3 Alex Muhia (N) 13 =7 Scott Riddell (N) 8 =13 Brian Forbes (N) 5 

=3 Mark Seddon (N) 13 =7 Maurice Rizzo (N) 8 =13 Harry Hibgame (+ 6) 5 



 

 

Wednesday criterium at the Loop, Yarra Boulevard, 11 July 
 
Division 1st 2nd 3rd 

Division 1a (5) Russell Newnham Nick Gibson Phil Cavaleri 

Division 1b (8) Paul Firth David Rooke (N) Ray Russo 

Division 2 (6) Richard Dobson Peter Morris Doug Page 

Division 3 (7) Geoff Darroch Ken Allan Simon Bol (N) 

Division 4 (4) Susan Williams Barry Rodgers Laurie Bohn 
 
Thanks to referee Rob Giles, first-aider Michael Waterfield, Dean Niclasen and the usual band of helpers. 
 

News etc. 

Helmet covers 
A reminder that there are helmet covers missing in all colours except purple. If you find one among your kit, 
please do not wash it, as they are not colour fast. Just return it to Peter Gray or at the desk on race day. 

Track ’n’ Treasure, 25 August at DISC 
Visit http://vic.cycling.org.au/News/track-n-treasure-2 for more information.  
Please contact Madam Secretary if you have something to sell and we will organise a club table ($40). 
Check-in and set-up are between 10 am and 1 pm on the day of the event. The event will be open for 
patrons to attend between 4.30 and 7 pm. 
 

Future events 

Eastern Vets 
For other events, please refer to page 1 of this newsletter, or go to http://easternvets.com/roster/. 
Note: Graded Scratch Race entries are accepted on the day up to 15 minutes before the advertised race 
start time. Handicap entries close the Tuesday or Wednesday before the race, as advertised. Riders who 
enter a handicap must pay the entry fee regardless of whether they participate. Fees are due on race day; 
entrants will not be allowed to start in any EVCC race until fees have been paid. No late entries will be 
accepted for either scratch races or handicaps. Entries to handicaps can be submitted to the handicapper 
via email or TeamApp, or on any race day before the event. 

Northern Vets 
For details, go to http://northerncycling.com.au. 

http://vic.cycling.org.au/News/track-n-treasure-2
http://easternvets.com/roster/
http://northerncycling.com.au/


 

 

Sponsors 
 

 
 

 

 

 


