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Duty Roster 

5 November, Casey Fields 
Nigel Kimber (R), Russell 
Church, Paul Semmens 
 
12 November, Dunlop Road 
Andrew Buchanan (R), Ian 
Milner (TC), Ken Saxton (TC), 
Steve Short (TC), Anna Davis, 
Daniel Hulbert, Darren Smith, 
Tony Tonkin, Stewart Bendall, 
Geoff Cranstone, Andy Burmas, 
Craig Everard, Dave Moreland, 
Dave Richards 
 
If rostered for duty, you must be at 
there at least 1 hour prior to start time.  
It’s your responsibility to find a 
replacement if unable to do your duty, 
then advise Andrew Buchanan, 
tiptop2@optusnet.com.au  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Editor 
nick.tapp@detail-ed.com.au 
 

 

  

Calm conditions made for enjoyable racing at Casey Fields last Saturday. Race 
reports are inside. This week we are at Casey again – racing clockwise to keep 
things interesting. Start time is 2.00 pm and the registration desk will close at 
1.45 pm. Tail lights are required by AVCC regulations. 
Midweek, there’s Tuesday night racing at METEC, Colchester Road, Kilsyth (see 
TeamApp for details), and a crit every Wednesday morning, weather permitting, at 
the Loop (also known as the Teardrop), off Yarra Boulevard in Kew. 
Opportunity knocks! 
The Editor will be out of the country between 19 December 2016 and 24 January 
2017. An opportunity exists for a keen volunteer to keep the club newsletter ticking 
over in that time. Some proficiency in Microsoft Word would be an advantage, but 
the format is fairly well templated these days and there will be a handover – I won’t 
just dump it in your Inbox! Anyone interested, please speak to me at racing or get 
in touch by email at nick.tapp@detail-ed.com.au. 
 

 

Better weather has come to Wednesday racing at the Loop in recent weeks. Racing commences at 
10.15 am, with registrations taken from 10 o’clock. Photos supplied by Rob De Bernardi 
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Graded scratch races, Casey Fields, 29 October 

 
Grade 1st 2nd 3rd 

A Grade (9) Jean-Philippe Leclercq Alex Randall Phil Cavaleri 

B Grade (12) Glenn Newnham Phil Thompson Paul Semmens 

C Grade (14) Gavin Read Ron Peel Franc Tomsic 

D Grade (9) Peter Gray Rob Devolle Doug Page 

E Grade (11) John C. Wilson Ray Watts Alan Sandford 

F Grade (4) John Eddy Rod Goodes Clive Wright 

 
 

B Grade 
The prognosis 

Firstly, we all know this joint has been touched by 
a wind curse. Due to my seemingly pathetic ability 
to keep in the draft on a tortuous, windswept 
course, I don’t tend to make an overly large effort 
to attend this place. Nevertheless, I kept an eye 
on the weather – you never know, we might 
actually score a calm day at Casey. 
The preparation 

This could have been better. After the debacle 
(for Nick Tapp and me) that was the Royce 
Bennett Handicap at Eildon, which had me 
shivering uncontrollably in a nigh-on hypothermic 
state during the presentation, I was left with a 
bugger of a throat and chest infection, which 
continues as I write this. Not one to listen to doc’s 
orders and rest, I found myself on the bike all but 
one day leading up to the scratch race – and, 
admittedly, it didn’t seem to affect my riding that 
much. Though at night I paid a sleepless price 
with coughing fits, asthma and sinuses from hell. 
Not to mention a wife who silently willed me to 
relocate to the spare bed so at least one of us 
could sleep! 

The race 

Well, halleluiah, Jane’s forecast of a calm day 
was on the money, and a cast of a dozen or more 
B Graders rolled off for what had the makings of a 
difficult race. There was a spattering of strong 
legs on show, with some good turns from Glenn 
Newnham, Anthony Gullace and the ever 
persistent Geoff O’Loghlen. 
In comparing ailments with Walter Savini before 
the race and in the neutral lap, we both agreed 
that we would sit in, hang on and see if we could 
last. The next thing I know, Walter is on the front 
and setting a good pace. Well, if he can have a 
crack, I guess I should, too. So I did a couple of 
turns, but noticed that no one was all that keen to 
take over. I knew I didn’t have the punch to 
maintain a break through to the finish, so the last 
few laps seem to be relatively slow, with only the 
occasional surge to cover those probably testing 
their sprinting legs. 
The bell lap turned out to be a competition to see 
who could ride slowest so as not to end up on the 
front for a leadout. After a couple of hundred 
metres of these shenanigans, I lost and found 
myself on the pointy end of the peloton again. 
Well, if that is the way it is going to be, my plan 



 
 

 

was not to wind them up ’til the last moment – 
after all, a late sprint worked for me in the recent 
club champs. Inevitably, all hell broke loose 
around the sweeper, and I watched one, two, 
three …11 sets of wheels grunt past me, leaving 
me dispiritingly last in the bunch, nonetheless 
happy for being part of a great hit-out. Congrats 
to the placegetters and the rest of the bunch for  
a good fun race, and of course the officials on  
the day. 
The presentation 

The after-race drink didn’t touch the sides today, 
definitely well earned. Lastly, it was great to see 
Alan Sandford competing today. A life member of 
the club, ex-president, now on the high side of 80 
and he tells me he has raced 65 years without a 
break. Such knowledge and history should be 
bottled! Alan was instrumental in helping me out 
during my first years with the club and no doubt 
there are many others in his debt for his guidance 
and generosity. Chapeau, Alan! 

Peter Morris 

D Grade 
 

 For Ellie (2000–2016) 

 

 

Racing at Casey Fields began much the same as 
usual but today something was missing. 
It wasn’t just the infamous Casey breeze which 
often makes our competition so incredibly difficult. 
Neither was it a corner of the Casey clubhouse, 
which appears to have sustained damage 
following a collision with a stray motor vehicle. 
What was missing (from my life at least) was a 
dear companion of mine. Ellie, a 16-year-old 
female terrier cross, passed away peacefully on 
Friday after a long battle with a tumor. The photo 
(below left) was taken several days prior to her 
euthanasia. This report is dedicated to her and to 
all domestic animals that mostly bring joy and 
contentment to our lives. 
All sorts 

Could you get a better day than this for racing? I 
don’t think so! There were cyclists everywhere 
during the warm-up period, a scene I haven’t 
witnessed in a couple of years. You may have 
missed the aerodynamic recumbents piloted by 
teenagers, doing very fast practice circuits. I was 
advised that one of them holds a junior speed title 
of approximately 106 km/h. 
Neutral banter 

Nine D Grade riders departed the usual 
concourse, not expecting to approach that 
magnitude of velocity, with or without wind 
assistance. I figured from the neutral lap banter 
that everyone was strong and feeling good about 
the conditions. There was a mix of experienced 
regulars, an out-of-towner and newbies (new to 
the grade or the venue, at least). The talk didn’t 
last long though once the start was under way. 
The boys light up 

It didn’t take long for Colin Mortley and Rob 
Devolle to pair up and assert their dominance in 
both the early laps and throughout, by pushing 
the pace up in order to break the bunch. They 
almost succeeded. 
Similar attempts were made by Zen Gawronski, 
Paula MacGovern and another rider I didn’t 
recognise, but all were responded to pretty 
quickly. As usual, Peter Gray and Harry Hibgame 



 
 

 

limited their responses to neutralising potential 
breakaways, and Max Michelson did an excellent 
job keeping the ship steady. 
Open the page 

A prominent and almost successful attack was 
instigated by ‘big’ Doug Page. (Sorry, Doug, you 
must get tired of that tag.) About 45 minutes into 
the race, he quietly jumped the bunch from 
behind, establishing a significant gap before 
anyone could respond. In a clever move, Rob 
decided to catch Doug, sit on for a while, then 
launch a counterattack and give himself a handy 
100 m lead. In the meantime, Colin tried to make 
it across for a threesome. Peter saw the danger 
of this combination and tried to shut it down but 
was not quite able to bridge across to Doug. 
Eventually the bunch came back together, 
assisted by Max and Zen, and there were no 
more significant manoeuvres before the bell. 
Unfortunately, Paula had become a casualty of 
the sustained attack. 
Head down and bum up 

Max was the first to greet the bell and despite this 
being, I believe, his first race at Casey he was not 
deterred from leading the bunch over most of the 
final lap. I knew Doug would pounce sooner or 
later; the question was, when would he do so? 
The answer came halfway down the long 
approach straight. Doug launched his expected 
attack and I managed to jump onto his wheel first 
as Max was now exhausted. With Rob lurking on 
my wheel, the sprint straight corner was the place 
to accelerate,  ‘head down and bum up’, to the 
front. 
Fortunately, I had preselected the right gear for 
the slight uphill sprint and so was able to 
concentrate on getting optimum power on the 
road, to finish ahead of Rob with Doug following. 
Enough rope 

A challenging race on a favourable day. 
Congratulations to D Grade for making it a safe 
and competitive one. 

Average speed 33.8 km/h 
Maximum speed 49.9 km/h 
Slowest speed  29.9 km/h 
Thanks to race referee John Thomson and Allan 
Chiong, who gave all grades enough rope and 
time to enjoy ourselves. D Grade were out there 
for over 63 minutes plus the neutral lap. Great 
value! And thanks to Ellie for giving me many 
memorable escapades. 

Peter Gray 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Tuesday racing at METEC, 1 November 
 

Grade 1st 2nd 3rd 

A Grade (11) Richard Abel Alex Randall Jean-Philippe Leclercq 

B Grade (12) Grant Greenhalgh Dave Pyne Glenn Newnham 

C Grade (9) Gavin Read Steve Barnard Franc Tomsic 

D Grade (15) Rob Lackey Peter Gray Harry Hibgame 

E Grade (3) Tony Sloan Andrew Rutherford John Eddy 
 

Wednesday criterium at the Loop, Kew, 2 November 
 

 
 

Division 1st 2nd 3rd 

Division 1 (10) Ian Clark (N) Phil Cavaleri Rob Lewis 

Division 2 (11) Rob De Bernardi Roman Suran John Williams 

Division 3 (9) Peter Gray Tony Curulli Dean Niclasen 

Division 4 (7) Michael Waterfield Barry Rodgers John Eddy 



 
 

 

Future events 

Road National Championships 
Ballarat (Buninyong), Sunday 8 January 2017 
Women’s race at 8.00 am (102 km) 
Men’s race at 11.50 am (183.6 km) 
EVCC BBQ on the Hill 
Location is near the top of the Mt Buninyong climb (look for the EVCC tent). 
The barbecue is fully catered for by EVCC volunteers. Drinks are available at club prices. 
Parking is available near to our proposed site if you arrive early enough. 
Further details to be advised later, when known (by email or on EVCC website). 
All welcome. If you are interested in watching the racing and having a barbecue with your mates,  
please email Colin Mortley (cmadcab@bigpond.net.au) so that numbers are known for catering. 
 
Eastern Vets 
For other events, please refer to page 1 of this newsletter, or go to http://easternvets.com/roster/ . 
 
Note: Graded Scratch Race entries are accepted on the day up to 15 minutes before the advertised race start time. Handicap 
entries close the Tuesday before the race. Riders entering a handicap MUST pay the entry fee regardless of participation. Fees are 
due on race day; entrants will NOT be allowed to start in any EVCC race until fees have been paid. 
No late entries will be accepted for either scratch races or handicaps. Entries to handicaps can be submitted via e-mail to the 
handicapper or on any race day prior to the event. 

Northern Vets 
For more details go to http://www.northerncycling.com/ . 
 

Training rides 
 

Day/Time/Place Route Style 
Sunday mornings 
Beach Road Ride. Leave 8.00 am sharp. 
Meet at Peanut Farm Reserve, cnr 
Blessington & Chaucer Sts, St Kilda 

Ride along Beach Rd to Frankston. 
10 min stop. Then ride back to St 
Kilda (approx. 65 km) 

Social ride, coffee back at  
St Kilda 

Saturday mornings (7.30 am) and 
Sundays/public holidays (8.00 am) 
Meet at Ringwood Clock towers, 
Maroondah Hwy, Ringwood 

Maroondah Hwy to Carlton for 
coffee, then return 

Fast social 
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