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Duty Roster 

22 October, Eildon 
Richard Dobson (R), David 
McCormack (TC), Peter Webb 
(TC), Mal Jones (TC), Nathan 
White, Boyd Williams, Tim 
Crowe, Ken Bone, Graham 
Cadd, Sam Bruzzese, Steph 
Coulson, Anthony Chandler 
 
29 October, Casey Fields 
John Thomson (R), Allan 
Chiong, Clark Woodgate 
 
 
If rostered for duty, you must be at 
there at least 1 hour prior to start time.  
It’s your responsibility to find a 
replacement if unable to do your duty, 
then advise Andrew Buchanan, 
tiptop2@optusnet.com.au  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Editor 
nick.tapp@detail-ed.com.au 
 

 

  

Arthurs Creek last Saturday was a windy place. Average speeds were high on the 
return leg from Strathewen; heading out was another matter, especially on a 
couple of the bends near the orchard. Race reports are inside. 
This week’s Royce Bennett Memorial Handicap at Eildon is a pre-entry event, and 
entries have closed. Racing starts at 1.30 pm and the registration desk will close at 
1.15 pm. A tail light is required. As has been said, please observe the speed limit in 
Riverside Drive, where we park and congregate before and after the race. Best of 
luck to all those taking part. 
Tuesday night crit racing is on again. Racing starts 6 pm sharp at METEC, 
Colchester Road, Kilsyth. Watch TeamApp for details, updates, cancellations etc. If 
you don’t have the app yet, download it from the App Store or Google Play, or go 
to handicapper.teamapp.com to view it online. 
 
 

mailto:tiptop2@optusnet.com.au
mailto:nick.tapp@detail-ed.com.au
http://handicapper.teamapp.com/


 

 

Graded scratch races, Arthurs Creek, 15 October 

 
Grade 1st 2nd 3rd 

A Grade (4) Phil Smith Jean-Philippe Leclercq Phil Cavaleri 

B Grade (8) Tom McDonough (N) Nick Tapp David Chesney 

C Grade (13) Andrew Wedderburn Russell Wheelhouse Ken Saxton 

D Grade (7) Darren Woolhouse Max Michelson Dean Niclasen 

E Grade (3) Paula McGovern John C. Wilson Ron Stranks 
 

A Grade 
Was a nice day for riding and racing at Arthurs 
Creek, and surprisingly only four riders in A 
Grade. Never mind, with Phil Smith, Phil Cav 
(‘Turty’) and Ken, sure we could have a good 
fighting race. 
On the way in, the race was quite gentle and I 
have to admit it was suiting me as I was watching 
Phil S. But the gentle pace did not stay for long, 
only until Phil went at the front to apply a bit of 
pressure. On the way back on lap 1, Ken 
surprised us with a nice acceleration and broke 
away for a couple of kilometres. But not for long 
before Phil bridged back. You could tell Phil was 
on a good day. 
On the first hill, I went hard and created a gap. My 
intention was only to test my legs, but I went too 
hard and maybe was a mistake. On the downhill, I 
freewheeled to recover as I had no more legs. At 
the cone, I could see the guys coming back at 
me. On the second hill, I put a medium pace, 
thinking the three guys would get me on top of the 
hill. But, big surprise, halfway up the hill, Phil and 
the other two passed me at high pace. I jumped 
onto Phil’s wheel, but was tough to hang on. 
Going downhill, I noticed no one was behind us, 
the damage was done, it was now Phil and me. 
Phil was going hard, I was struggling to roll and 
especially with that strong headwind. Back on the 
second lap, and on the two hills, Phil tried to get 

rid of me, but no way, won’t get me there, Phil. 
We were now in the third lap and most of the time 
I was dragging behind Phil, fighting/responding 
against each of his attacks (he does not stop!). I 
remember thinking, ‘He is doing all the work, he 
keeps trying to get rid of me but he can’t. If a 
sprint, I may have to let him have the win, 
otherwise will not feel right to me’. 
On the third, Phil tried so hard again on the hills, 
but no chance (told you, won’t beat me there). But 
Phil is not only strong, but smart. As we were 
going into the flat sections with headwind, I won’t 
give too much tactic information here, but Phil 
finally managed to drop me. As he dropped me, I 
remember thinking, ‘Well, I won’t have to let him 
go on the sprint, then!’. So I finished on my own 
for last 10 km or so, and Phil would have gapped 
me by at least two minutes. 
Was a good race, in spite of the wind. 

 Jean-Philippe Leclercq 

B Grade 
Saturday at Arthurs was almost as windy as 
Around the Bay the Sunday before. The bunch 
was small – only eight riders. Tom McDonough 
was cranky because he had not been allowed to 
start the Melbourne–Warrnambool. That should 
have been a warning sign. 
For the first two laps, we adjusted to the 
conditions. The others mostly let me tap out a 



 

 

rhythm into the wind, and we mixed it up more on 
the way back, with the two northern visitors 
contributing as well. 
After a couple of earlier attempts, and even a 
short spell on the front of the bunch, Chris Ellenby 
attacked and got away on the third lap. After a 
time, Tom attacked, got across the gap and first 
joined Chris, then dropped him. 
Paul Semmens, David Chesney and I were the 
only ones left to give chase. We caught Chris 
before the bell lap, then unexpectedly dropped 
Paul going over the hill. David was looking 
stronger as the race wore on and would take 
some watching in a sprint, but first there were a 
couple of attacks from Chris to counter. 
Fortunately, I was able to get onto his wheel both 
times before he could open a gap – though 
cramping calves were a cause for concern – and 
David was not to be shaken off, either. 
Tom stayed away to take a solid win. After David 
led much of the way back from Strathewen, there 
were no shenanigans on the hill. I suspect the 
other two were watching me closely, but I had no 
legs for an attack and decided to save it for a 
sprint. I went to the front down Greens Road, 
gradually building from an easy pace and looking 
behind out of the corner of my eye. David came 
off my wheel in the finishing straight, but I was 
able to overhaul him before the line and take  
2nd place. David held off Chris to take 3rd. 

Nick Tapp 

D Grade (I) 
Breakaway and Blownaway 

These were the simplest words I could use to 
summarise last Saturday’s D Grade race at 
Arthurs Creek. Breakaway: Darren Woolhouse 
(1st place). Blownaway: just about everyone else, 
including the registration gazebo (must get some 
heavier sandbags). 
The northerly breeze and associated wind gusts 
played havoc with riders and traffic management 
(TM) signs, causing a number of both to hit the 
deck. Such was its ferocity, the ability to track-
stand would have come in handy on the pinch just  

before the outbound turnaround. 
Max Michelson’s 2nd place was a mighty effort 
and certainly an eyebrow raiser. Hot on his heels 
were Dean Niclasen, searching for some form 
after a lengthy layoff, and, a little further back, 
Nick Hainal, as always pumping out a reliable 
pace. At the tail of the main bunch after it blew 
apart, Rob Lackey picked up his pace on the third 
lap return to blast past Nick. 
Can’t say much about my performance except it 
was pretty mediocre. A grind on the way out and 
a roller-coaster ride on the returns, after losing 
contact with the bunch early on. I set a PB 
freewheeling velocity of 62 km/h on the descent 
to the Greens Road turnaround, consequently 
overshooting the cone by a couple of metres. 
A rather different kind of performance was 
exhibited by Rob Devolle, who, for reasons best 
known to himself, rolled off the front and out of 
sight, even before the bunch passed the start. I 
shudder to think what influence he might have 
had on the outcome if his timing was better. 
We raced and we recovered. Many weary but 
exuberant riders recalling their grade’s upwind 
challenges at postrace drinks. 
Special thanks to Walter Savini and Co. who 
setup and eventually collected many of the 
displaced TM signs. This took a long time and 
caused them to miss race presentations and 
drinks. We’ll try make it up to ‘youse’ guys. Also 
Keith Bowen for assisting with finish line duties. 

Peter Gray 

D Grade (II) 
First time in D Grade. I thought, wow, how good is 
this? More ks for your money, three laps of 
Arthurs Creek. As we all know, very windy 
conditions, but that didn’t stop the good racing. 
With only seven riders, all taking a turn up front. 
Great ride by Darren Woolhouse, put in a big 
surge and not to be caught. Well done, Darren. 
Max and Dean holding on for placings. The day 
enjoyed by all. Thanks to all volunteers for 
helping. 

Max Michelson 



 

 

 

Wednesday criterium at the Loop, Kew, 12 October 

 
Division 1st 2nd 3rd 

Division 1 (12) Fraser Short (N) Chris Munro (CV) Agostino Giramondo (N) 

Division 2 (13) Russell Wheelhouse John Williams Richard Dobson 

Division 3 (7) Peter Gray Shane Dwyer David Drew (N) 

Division 4 (4) Michael Waterfield John Eddy Barry Rodgers 

Thanks to Keith Bowen, John Eddy and Barry Rodgers for setting up and running proceedings. 
 

Future events 

 
Eastern Vets 
For other events, please refer to page 1 of this newsletter, or go to http://easternvets.com/roster/ . 
 
Note: Graded Scratch Race entries are accepted on the day up to 15 minutes before the advertised race start time. Handicap 
entries close the Tuesday before the race. Riders entering a handicap MUST pay the entry fee regardless of participation. Fees are 
due on race day; entrants will NOT be allowed to start in any EVCC race until fees have been paid. 
No late entries will be accepted for either scratch races or handicaps. Entries to handicaps can be submitted via e-mail to the 
handicapper or on any race day prior to the event. 

Northern Vets 

For more details go to http://www.northerncycling.com/ . 
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Training rides 
 

 

Sponsors 
 

   
  

 
 

Day/Time/Place Route Style 
Sunday mornings 
Beach Road Ride. Leave 8.00 am sharp. 
Meet at Peanut Farm Reserve, cnr 
Blessington & Chaucer Sts, St Kilda 

Ride along Beach Rd to Frankston. 
10 min stop. Then ride back to St 
Kilda (approx. 65 km) 

Social ride, coffee back at  
St Kilda 

Saturday mornings (7.30 am) and 
Sundays/public holidays (8.00 am) 
Meet at Ringwood Clock towers, 
Maroondah Hwy, Ringwood 

Maroondah Hwy to Carlton for 
coffee, then return 

Fast social 


