
Newsletter December 18
th

 2010 

Graded Scratch Races – Dunlop Rd - December 11th  

 

Race report 
 
Concerns all round on Saturday; the organisers, for the weather 
which looked as though it was going one way then the next; 
the competitors, for the wind which was blowing strongly 
straight down Geddes Street meaning it was going to be a very 
fast turn into Dunlop Road and a long sprint come the final lap. 
 
The weather held and all races were finished without incident.  
The majority of the 121 starters completing their allocated time 
allotment on the road.  All races were decided with a bunch 
sprint except the e-grade race where Ronnie Stranks was 
determined to assume the aggregate lead, Ronnie breaking 
away a couple of laps from the finish to power home ahead of 
the sprint for the minor places. 
 
Aggregate points were all that was up for grabs this week as all 
entry monies went to the club’s annual charity day charity – 
Motor Neurone Association, in total $1,210 raised from entry 
fees plus … nothing.  It was a disappointing result with only a 
few items made available for the raffle and auction.  Due to the 
lack of success this part of the fund raising day has been 
deferred till next we are at Dunlop Road - February 26.   
 

a- grade 
 
The call came from the back of the 22 strong bunch that Guy 
Green (Doherty/Eltham cycles) was off the back.  In disregard 
of the starter’s instructions that the first lap is neutral, Justin 
Davis attacked the field - the bunch maintaining its tempo in 
appreciation of the humour.  Only Justin isn’t slowing down, 
the laughter slips then shifts from Justin’s antics to Nigel 
Kimber’s predicament as he is obliged to chase down his own 
team-mate to remind him of the starter’s instructions. 
 
One lap down Justin is soft pedalling, Nigel is drawing along 
side and the remainder of the race was rounding the final 
corner for the run to end the first lap.  Half a lap later the race 
is back together and racing commences in earnest.  Rob Amos 
(Velocino) countering the return of the two Omara riders.  
With a few following Rob up the road Nigel responded also 
and it was half a dozen away, but not the right mix.  A lap later 
it was three away; Rob, Frank Donnelly (Celtic/TFM) and 
Nigel, and a lap later it was one - James Steward (Adriatic). 
 
Nobody seemed too concerned, or keen, to bring James back 
and with a team mate sitting on the front James quickly opened 
up his advantage to almost the length of the straight.  An 
intervening bunch and the fear that he would be out of sight 

spurred a couple of teams to move a rider to the front to relieve 
Team Adriatic of the pace setting duties and to reduce James’ 
lead to a manageable level.  Seeing the gap come down James sat 
up to await capture. 
 
The scene had been set, no sooner was James back in the fold 
than another attack was launched, a response mounted, the break 
returned.  Another attack, another response and so it went, the 
constant surging taking its toll, a few being culled from the 
bunch, Nigel Kimber and Steve Ross (Team Coonara) doing a lot 
of the early chasing found themselves heading for early drinks.  
Rob Amos and Roy Clarke (Velocino), Justin Davis (Omara), 
Tony Chandler (Adriatic) and John Cain (Celtic/TFM) all 
aggressive and when they weren’t they were responding to 
someone else’s aggression.  
 
Forty minutes in it was down to 19; Kim Marshal (Velocino) with 
50m over a group of seven; James Steward (Adriatic), Justin 
Davis (Omara), John Cain (Celtic/TFM), Rob Amos (Velocino), 
Guy Green (Doherty/Eltham Cycles), Roy Clark (Velocino) and 
Damian Burke (Omara).  Who, in turn, were being chased by 
three; Neville Martin (ind.), Tony Chandler (Adriatic) & Simon 
Bone (Velocino) ten metres behind them was a group of five; Phil 
Smith (Celtic/TFM), Andy Burmas (Adriatic), Darren Darling 
(Coonara), David Anderson (Coonara) and Frank Donnelly 
(Celtic/TFM).  Half a lap further behind them were Frank Nyhuis 
(Coonara), Phil Thompson (ind.) and Phil Cavaleri (Adriatic). 
 
A couple of laps of hard chasing and the race had been brought 
back together, just the three half a lap down and the three 
retirements not in contention.  The pace came off.  Not for long as 
Roy made another effort to get clear, James going with him and 
the pair opening a bit of a gap.  Rob Amos chasing them down 
with big John Cain and Guy Green hanging on.  Five away and 
around five minutes to run.  Another eight just twenty metres 
behind, Neville Martin in between trying to bridge alone.  
Another two dropped from the main group and consigned to 
finish the race alone. 
 
The chasing nine closing it down with some solid work done by 
Justin Davis only to have it open up again with James, Roy, Guy 
& Rob slipping away for a lap only to be re-caught on the 
penultimate lap, the race taking the bell groupetto.  Into the wind 
for the last time big John Cain tried to power away, Rob Amos 
quick onto his wheel the others not far behind.  Momentum 
leaving John on the front as the race turned for the finish, 
providing the lead out to the remainder of the field.  With a strong 
tailwind the sprint started early and it was James Steward 
(Adriatic) who had the legs to take on, and outlast all comers, 
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Justin Davis (Omara) finishing a bike length back in second 
with Guy Green (Doherty/Eltham cycles) half a wheel back in 
third.  Velocino taking the next three places; Simon Bone a 
couple of metres behind Guy, a similar gap back to Rob Amos, 
Roy Clark on his wheel.  Roy a wheel ahead of Darren Darling 
(Coonara) with Tony Chandler (Adriatic), Phil Smith 
(Celtic/TFM) and John Cain (Celtic/TFM) rounding out the 
top ten. 
 
Figures for the race: 42k in 1:01, avg. 41kph, max 59.4kph 
 

b-grade  
 
A good even field with the usual mix of strong riders and 
competent sprinters, it was almost certain to come to a sprint 
finish, if the sprinters were allowed to hold it together.  And 
they were.  The whole complement rounding the last corner to 
start the run for the finish.  Tony Curulli quickly coming to the 
front with Sam Fazio on his wheel, Tony providing the ideal 
lead out then pulling aside fifty from the line and continuing to 
encourage Sam with calls from the saddle.   
 
Sam crossing the line centimetres ahead of his lead-out man, 
with Daryl Beovich a close third.  The rest of the field spread 
across the road just metres behind, seconds separating first 
from last.  It was a stylish and emotional win for Sam, his first 
in b-grade in what will probably be his last race for a while, 
Sam has recently been diagnosed with cancer of the 
oesophagus and will be undergoing treatment soon.  The club 
and its members wish Sam a speedy and full recovery. 
 

c-grade  
 
No report. 
 

d-grade  
 
Another large field and another bunch sprint.  Aided by a fairly 
pedestrian pace throughout, the few efforts to break away 
thwarted by a response from the bunch or an enforced 
neutrality along the back straight to allow wedding guests to 
depart.  So it was that after almost an hour of racing the full 
field headed into the last lap bound for a bunch sprint.  The 
sprinters licking their lips and flexing their thighs as the last 
corner was negotiated and the destination sighted. 
 
With a few fast men in the field it was a tightly contested run 
for the line Walter Savini getting a big enough start to hold off 
a very fast finishing Graeme Parker with the strong David 
Casey keeping them honest. 
 

e-grade (Les McLean) 
 
At last we got to ride on one of the favourite circuits again, 
Dunlop Road. It had been quite a while between drinks so to 
speak. 
 
Fifteen starters had to bide their time till the other grades had 
finished their race.  However, when it came to the start all 
were up to it and moved off on the neutral lap.  But it was not 
long after that when it started, Paul Davidson flying down the 
outside and increasing the pace.  Then from the ether, Phillip 

Johns went to the front and keep the speed at a constant level, 
even into the headwind up the back straight. 
 
Ron Stranks moved to the front and tempted the field by working 
hard up the back straight and top end.  Stewart Jenkins took a 
flyer coming into the straight and the pace went up dramatically.  
He was chased down by P. Griffiths from Northern who brought 
the rest of the field up to him albeit they were strung out. 
 
Around the twenty minute mark Rob Melasecca took off from the 
back of the field on his high gear as we entered the straight with 
the tail wind.  Les McLean sensing what damage Rob could do if 
he was allowed to really get away gave a determined chase and 
finally got onto his wheel.  There was a gap of fifty metres to the 
rest but Les just sat there and waited for Rob to reduce his effort 
as the rest of the field slowly caught up.  Things settled down for 
a couple of minutes before Paul tried to break away again, but it 
was Stewart who chased him down and that effort failed.  
 
Clive Wright and Jeff Smith then did their bit as the speed 
dropped off but Stewart thought that he needed to try again and 
he did, this time it was Ron who chased and he was caught again.  
Richard Maggs and Lawrie Bohn kept a sharp lookout for Rob, 
expecting him to try again and this he did but Lawrie was onto 
him very quickly.  Phillip Johns again tried to jump away into the 
wind up the back straight but his effort was doomed as the wind 
got the better of him. 
 
Paul then tried once more down the straight to jump the field but 
his legs gave out and he was subsequently reeled in by the 
determined field.  The experienced riders were waiting for Rob to 
make his move but that did not eventuate.  At around three laps to 
go and in the slight confusion of a higher grade passing us, Ron 
saw his chance and took off into the wind on the back straight.  
Phillip tried to go with him but could not and the gap slowly went 
out to one hundred metres and increasing.  
 
The field at that stage was tired and no one wanted to really bust 
themselves to chase with little time left in the race.  Just before 
the bell Paul took off in pursuit of Ron with Stewart not far 
behind followed by the rest.  At the bell Ron was clear by a good 
margin and it would have taken a supreme effort to catch him.  
Paul entered the back straight ahead of the bunch but, due to his 
huge efforts during the race, his race was over as the rest of the 
field reeled him in. 
 
With the bunch together, except for Ronnie, the field rolled down 
the back straight at a much slower pace with the sprinters sensing 
that this was their chance.  Around the bottom of the back straight 
it was Stewart left in front with Les on his wheel and John Eddy 
on the outside.  The bunch wheeled into the finish straight with 
the tail wind to witness Ronnie saluting the officials and claiming 
first place.  It was Les who jumped first followed by Jeff Smith 
and John Eddy.  It was really on as Les changed up a gear, Lawrie 
right on his wheel.  But Les pulled away to hit the line ahead of 
Barry Rodgers who finished very fast overtaking Lawrie and 
finishing a length or so behind Les for third. 
 
Once again Ron has proved to be the sly old fox and this win is 
indicative to his strength into the prevailing wind plus a bit of 
luck that the others were caught napping somewhat when he 
made his move. 
 



f-grade  
 
Another race for the sprinters, the wedding providing enough 
interference to keep the field together and some welcome 
respite for a few in the bunch who were feeling a little less 
than fit. 
 
After just over fifty minutes of swapping turns, encouraging 
others to the front then avoiding it the jockeying started in 
earnest.   

 
Into the finish straight the sprint was well contested with most 
giving all they had left in an effort to greet the officials first.  It 
was Peter Gray who had the most left, winning the race ahead of 
visiting ex-president and life member Alan Sandford.  Hector 
Prieto finishing third and with continued results may soon find 
himself racing under a red helmet-band (and the crowd roared 
“Put him up!!”). 
 

 

Results 
 First Second Third 

a-grade (22) James Steward (Adriatic) Justin Davis (Omara) Guy Green  (Dohertys/Eltham Cycles) 

b-grade (17) Sam Fazio  Tony Curulli Daryl Beovich 

c-grade (25) Tim Mortensen  Marc Ramsdale Keisuke Yamaoka 

d-grade (23) Walter Savini  Graeme Parker David Casey 

e-grade (15) Ron Stranks  Les McLean  Barry Rogers 

f-grade (10) Phil Gray Alan Sandford Hector Prieto 

Officials 
Thanks to Peter Mackie and Ron Stranks on the desk taking entries.  Thanks also to the helpers on the day; Peter Shanahan, 
Thorkild Muurholm, Boyd Friis, Michael Fisher, Rob Giles, Jamie Goddard, Ross Gardiner, Grant Greenhalgh, Quentin Frayne 
who were all ably guided by the race controller for the day in Steve Fothergill.  Also thanks to Richard Dobson who manages the 
duty roster and ensures we have enough people on the day for our races, to JC Wilson for bringing the trailer along and to David 
Ryan who was on hand again with cold drinks. 
Note : Members rostered for marshal or traffic control duties must be at the circuit at least one hour before the scheduled start 

time to assist with the setting up of the course. 
 

Aggregate Results 
     Croydon Cycleworks Criterium Series (7/12) 

 Rider Grade Points   Rider Grade Points 

1 Ron Stranks  E 62  1 Mark Granland D 52 

2 John C Wilson  D 61  2 David Holt  A 34 

3 David Ryan C 59   John Thomson D  

4 Dean Niclasen  C 52  4 David Casey D 32 

 Guy Green A 52   Roy Clark  A  

6 Martin Stalder B 51  6 Brett Henderson B 30 

7 Rob Amos A 47   Matt Rice B  

 Jim Swainston B 47   Ray Russo  B  

9 Chris Ellenby C 46  9 Rob Amos A 26 

10 Sam Fazio B 43   Mark Edwards B  

 Marc Ramsdale C 43   Marcus Herzog D  

      Darren Smith C  

Eastern Vets Program 
Saturday December 18 2:00pm METEC Graded Scratch Races 

Saturday December 25  No Racing  

Saturday January 1 2:00pm METEC Graded Scratch Races 

Saturday January 8 1:30pm Dunlop Road Graded Scratch Races 

Saturday January 15 2:00pm Casey Fields Graded Scratch Races 

Monday January 31 7:30pm Maroondah Club General Meeting 
      

Tuesday December 
January 

21 
4, 11, 18 

6:00pm METEC Croydon Cycleworks Criterium Series 

Wednesday   10:00am The Loop – Yarra Boulevard Scratch Races + post race coffee 

Note : Graded Scratch Race entries are accepted on the day up to 15 minutes before the advertised race start time. 
* Handicap entries close the Tuesday before the race.  Riders entering a handicap MUST pay the entry fee regardless of 
   participation.  Fees are due on race day; entrants will NOT be allowed to start in any EVCC race until fees have been 
   paid. 
No late entries will be accepted for either scratch races or handicaps.  Entries to handicaps can be submitted via e-mail to 
the handicapper or on any race day prior to the event. 



Northern Vets Program 
Sunday December 19 10:00am Avenel Rd, Seymour Merle Jamieson memorial handicap 

Gippsland Vets Program 
Sunday December 19 9:00am Pakenham (melways 317, G6) Graded Scratch Races 

Gippsland vets run a regular group ride Wednesday mornings, leaving the Kernot Hall at 9:00am 

 Victorian Veterans Cycling Council Program 
       

Note : Entries can be made on-line through the VVCC website or are to be on the appropriate VVCC Open entry form (available 
on VVCC website) and are to be accompanied by the requisite fee. 

 

Other Results, etc.: 
 

Croydon Cycleworks mid-week criterium series 
 
This Tuesday night (21/12/2010) Chris and Peter are putting on drinks after racing has completed and Mick (of Croydon 
cycleworks) has threatened to pull out, and don, the Santa suit.  So come along, enjoy some fast competitive racing, some friendly 
banter over a beer or two and a good laugh (Santa with shaved legs – yeah!) 
 

Charity Day  
 
A big turn out with about 110 riders, but a disappointing result from a fund raiser point of view.  Other years we have had heaps of 
donations for raffle prizes, but this year we only had a couple of bottles of wine.  It has been decided that we will defer the auction 
and raffles until we are at Dunlop Road on February 26.  Hopefully we will have some signed jerseys as well as the fishing rod 
and reel and tackle box to auction off then as well as plenty of prizes for the raffle. 
 

Australian Championships  
 
Again this year we are arranging a ride and BBQ to watch the Australian Championships at Buninyong on Sunday 9 January.  Put 
your name down at Saturday's race or email David McCormack on davemcq@bigpond.com to let him know if you are attending.  
Last year we had a prime viewing spot on the climb.  Training ride leaves the Eastern tent at 8.00am. 
 

Licence Renewal  
 
It is now time to renew your licence.  Fees for 2011 are $90 for riders 70 to 75, $40 for riders 76 and over and $140 for all 
others (your age is the age you will be 31 December 2011).  Riders 80 and over must have a doctor's certificate and a letter from 
the Club indicating that they have the fitness to compete in cycling events. 
To renew go to the web site and follow the link in the ‘2011 Licence application’ section, fill in the details and click the ‘Create 
Printable Form’ button" at the bottom of the page.  

• Print a copy of this form and send it with a cheque for the appropriate amount to John MacLeod , 21 Toppings Road Wonga 
Park 3115, or  

• bring it along with cash or cheque on a race day, or  

• the preferred option is to transfer the fee to the Eastern bank account; BSB 063 012, account 10168070, Eastern Veterans 
Cycling Club, print off your receipt and send the form and receipt to John MacLeod or hand in on race day.  

Sounds complicated, but it is not.  Using the on-line form ensures that everything on the form is legible and the membership 
officer doesn't have to chase you to decipher your writing and the treasurer is saved the task of completing cheque details on a pay 
in slip.  Make sure you fill in all details on the form. 
 

Changes to program  
 
Racing on January 15 will be at Casey Fields, not Kernot.  The police would not issue a permit because of damage to roads and 
truck traffic associated with the desalination plant. 
 

President’s Christmas Message (abridged - ed.) 
 
Thanks to all who have supported the club through the year.  Wishing you all a good and safe Christmas, see you in the new year. 
 

 

******************* 


