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Race report 
 

The first race of Eastern Vets summer season and the weather 

came to the party eighty-four riders; the majority Eastern 

members with a few visitors from Gippsland, Northern and as 

far afield as Warrnambool making the trek to Casey fields.  A 

mild 21 degrees was tempered by a south-easterly which made 

for some tough races, a cross headwind up the long straight 

that continued to buffet the riders up to the finish. 

 

a-grade 
 

Almost a dozen set off for almost an hour and a half racing, the 

quality field guaranteeing good, tough and honest racing.  

David Tozer was up from Warrnambool and was not going to 

waste the journey, belting up the road nearly every lap in an 

effort to get something going, Tony Chandler and Roy Clarke 

also pounding away at the bunch trying to get a break.  

Nothing doing, those behind knowing that any of these in a 

break meant it had a chance of staying away so as soon as 

anybody thought about bridging the whole bunch were on to it 

and closed it all down.  

 

The high pace and the constant surging costing a couple of the 

original eleven their place in the peloton, between the twenty 

and forty minute mark there was a slow steady attrition until it 

was a core of seven who headed into the last half of the race.  

Tony and David still in the mix, Guy Green, the now fully 

recovered Roy Clark, the lumberjack - the big (6’5”) Mark 

Thompson, his namesake the wily sprint specialist and in-form 

- Phil Thompson and the ever dependable Rob Amos.  Behind 

a trio of the dropped riders; Damian Burke, Steve Ross and 

Frank Nyhuis, had regrouped to TTT it in an effort, more to 

keep from being lapped than to regain the race. 

 

With the bunch split the leaders continued to work turns and in 

a sign of solidarity the attacks only came every other lap but it 

wasn’t until, with around fifteen minutes to go, Tony 

countered a David Tozer in a move which nobody followed, 

that the final die was cast.  With a bit of a break Guy saw the 

opportunity and jumped hard, Roy reacting to the reaction and 

as Guy went by Tony it was three individuals and four 

followers.  A moment’s hesitation in the reduced bunch was all 

that was required for a gap to develop that Guy and Roy could 

exploit.  Tony, unable to hook Guy’s wheel, also missed Roy’s 

as it went by but eventually managed to claw his way up to the 

now two leaders – three away and four to chase. 

 

Cooperation was now the order of the day and the three leaders 

worked together to keep the four behind behind, the gap never 

exceeding 30 seconds.  As the bell rang the pace didn’t slacken.  

Through the last corner Tony conceded before the sprint began, 

knowing there was nothing left in his legs and rolling across the 

line behind the other two for third.  When the sprint did begin 

Roy had Guy right where he wanted him - on the front, coming 

off his wheel to take the lead twenty from home but having to 

defend a solid fight back to keep his wheel ahead as they crossed 

the line.  The sprint for pride was contested fifteen seconds after 

that for first. 

 

Figures for the race; 1:26 to cover 59k @ 41kph 

 

b-grade (Nigel Frayne) 
 

Nice big field of 16 with some strong looking types like Andrew 

Neilsen, Ian Smith, Ian Milner, Rob Harris plus a few new faces 

all licking their lips at the sight of the grass bending in the breeze.  

East-Sou-Easterly methinks.  A fly weight like myself might just 

get blown away like a tumbleweed - one way or another.  Haven't 

seen Andrew Neilsen in a while so as he rolls up next to me on 

the 'warm up' lap he asks, "What's the strategy today?" 

"Survival", I respond.  Thereafter all conversation ends and the 

heads go down. 

 

Turns out to be an odd sort of race, probably due to the wind and 

the particular make up of the bunch.  There are about 5 or 6 

aggressive types generally heading up affairs - either attacking or 

pushing the pace.  Each solo attacker sits out there in the breeze 

looking back to entice some company.  But whenever one or two 

riders attempt to bridge, the bunch shut it down.  This becomes 

the pattern for the entire race.  There were the usual suspects, 

John Pritchard, Martin Stalder, Rob Harris, Ian Smith, the guy 

with the pony tail(!) Peter Alsop and a strong looking dude from 

Gippsland (Clem Fries) all prominent.  Even I had a couple of 

efforts to bridge and form an ensemble but it seemed every time 

any sizeable group formed the strongmen in the bunch shut it 

down. 

 

This kind of racing combined with the wind made the speed 

graph for the race a bumpy affair ranging from 30 - 50kph during 

each lap - with the HR following in sync.  There was a general air 

of discontent about this but no-one seemed capable of breaking 

the cycle, so to speak.  After about an hour, finally Rob Harris 

managed to break free and create some distance.  Clem and a 

couple of others also broke away but they were all eventually 

pulled back in after the bunch had decided they'd suffered enough 

- except for Rob. 
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By the time we heard the bell Rob was out of sight and sure to 

take the win.  After numerous attempts during the race, Peter 

Alsop put in one last effort early into the final lap and 

indecision in the group, combined with ideas of self 

preservation for the sprint, allowed him to create an 

unbridgeable gap and so securing second place.  The rest of us 

headed down the back straight with the tension building.  I 

decided to try to get to the front before the bend so jumped at 

about 30 metres out, just managing to overtake the leader and 

safely move to the left of the track to minimise the drafting 

possibilities.  I was pushing hard and it felt like something in 

the old body was going to break - am I getting too old for this?  

About half way up the straight I had that sinking feeling that I 

had 12 riders freewheeling on my tail.  It wasn't quite that bad 

but at least 5 or so riders did zoom by me before the line 

making sure there were no envelopes with my name on them. 

 

Tick the strategy box - survived!  Good solid workout over 1hr 

20min, 23 laps for 49.4km.  Average speed 37.1kph with a 

max of 51.5kph - which was not the final uphill sprint into that 

wind, 45.1kph was best I could manage there. 

 

Two weeks to go to the Eastern 100. Gonna be a very different 

affair that one! 

 

c-grade  
 

The big bunch ensured that the first hour of this race was a 

bunch affair, the hour peppered with little attacks where one or 

two would get a break but always the bunch would react and 

bring it back.  The main protagonists being Peter Shanahan, 

Chris Ellenby and Marc Ramsdale. 

 

Sixty-five minutes down and if it wasn’t going to come down 

to a bunch sprint something was going to have to be done, and 

soon, and it was Nick Thompson who did it.  Nick riding away 

from the bunch, a wary bunch, a bunch reluctant to burn their 

biscuits building a bridge, a bunch slow to respond.  In fact 

they didn’t respond at all and as Nick continued to increase his 

lead looking way too comfortable, options were being 

considered.  Dean Niclasen the first to solve the equation spent 

a few bickies and crossed to Nick whilst the others still 

pondered the prospects. 

 

The lead pair pushed on and put the d-grade bunch between 

themselves and the chasers just as the lower grade were given 

the bell.  Hesitation in the chase allowed a couple to slip away 

on the lap, Harold Simpson and Grant Greenhalgh bridging to 

the leaders whilst the remainder were held up behind the  

(procrastinating) d-grade bunch. 

 

Another two laps of racing, the leaders anticipating the bell 

only to be disappointed to see it given to b-grade as they 

crossed the line metres ahead.  Slowing to stay out of the way 

of the higher grade the leading c-grade riders politely 

prompted b-grade to extract a digit or two as Chris Ellenby and 

Marc Ramsdale had separated themselves from the chase and 

were closing.  As the b-grade sprint wound up the c-grade 

quartet picked up their pace and were rewarded by the sound 

of the bell as they crossed the line in the higher grade’s wake. 

 

With a couple of determined riders in pursuit there was no time 

for games and the pace was high, too high for Grant who finally 

let go to drift back to les pursuants; Chris & Marc.  Dean, 

determined to at least finish in the money, pulled a big turn 

through the third-quarter lap before Nick came through to lead the 

race down the back straight for the last time.  Into the last corner 

Dean stepped out of the slipstream and gave it everything only to 

see the line move further away the closer he got until finally he 

got there, surprised to be the first.  The last couple of laps taking 

as much out of his break-mates as out of him, Nick having 

enough to stay ahead of Harold to settle the podium, Marc 

Ramsdale the quickest of the chasers crossed in fourth, Chris and 

Grant on his wheel.   

 

d-grade (Dave Ryan) 

 

A truly magnificent day greeted the 18 or so riders in yellow hats 

at Casey.  Although there appeared to be zero wind at the starting 

hardstand area, there was a distinct "breeze" whilst out on the 

race track! 

  

With the fine weather out came some old faces, and some new. 

Up from e-grade were Paul Kelly, and Geoff Miller. 

  

The first lap was very neutral with all going very easy indeed.  

People go a bit more serious after a good solid warm-up, but 

nothing too silly, all riding like the gentlemen that we are. 

  

JC Wilson was one of the first to attack, and scared all into 

increasing the pace to a serious level. 

  

Throughout the race all players took a fair turn at the front.  One 

good solid wheel worthy of mention, and maintaining a solid 

consistent pace was Neil Cartledge, back from an extended break 

due to health. 

  

Paul Kelly, looking very strong, took a good share of the load at 

the front, and attacked on more than one occasion!  Another 

recently promoted e-grader, Geoff Miller couldn't help but 

comment "This is much more fun", the response was "Yes! It’s as 

much fun as you can have with pants still on" (I think) 

  

At about 30 - 40 minutes in we caught b-grade, who had slowed 

after a high speed spurt.  After several laps of following close 

behind, Peter Mackie spurted to the bunch bow and asked for a 

slowing in pace to let 'em get away.  Phweww! we could have 

been out there all day!  

 

With good gaps between groups, but c-grade not too far behind 

we got the much anticipated Bell. 

  

All nice and easy now, steady, all jostling for their (good, bad, 

indifferent) positions on the track.  

   

Nobody up for an early sprint leaving it all to the last bend.  Off 

with gusto!  Everyone at once.  Sam Bruzzese and Paul Kelly off 

hard from the bend.  Gerald McIver powering along; making his 

intentions very clear as to who wanted it badly enough.  JC 

Wilson, out in front seemingly having to prove (to himself?) that 

asthma was no limiting factor, at least not today. 

  



As the field spread out a bit, some tired and fell back.  JC 

Wilson and Gerald McIver powering on home.  Paul Kelly and 

Sam Bruzzese neck and neck, with Dave Ryan sneaking in-

between. 

  

Ross Gardiner pulling strongly along the inside.  Dave passed 

Paul and Sam, but at 50 to go couldn't hang on to the pace. 

Ross passing him on the inside before the line.  Victory from a 

great effort went to Gerald, followed closely by JC in 2
nd

.  

Ross took 3
rd

 from Dave Ryan in 4
th

 spot. 

 

e-grade 
 

A fairly even bunch of mixed capabilities, a couple of 

Northern visitors giving the Eastern riders a bit of a stir, 

Juanita Cadd giving it back in spades.  There were no decisive 

breaks throughout the race, any and all attacks being 

responded to, and quashed, decisively.  Consequently the 

whole field arrived at the final corner together, just after 

b-grade.  With the mix of wheels on the finish straight it 

promised to be a very messy ordeal, a few of the lower grade 

opting to stay out of it whilst the braver members took on the 

challenge.  Kenton Smith, Leon Bishop and Rob Devole 

mixing it and crossing the line in that order. 

 

f-grade 
 

Cricket may be the sport of gentlemen, bike racing obviously 

isn’t.  Twenty minutes of the pace set by the ‘gentlemen’ of the 

bunch proving too much for the legs of Alison Barnard.  Alison’s 

pre-race session of two ascents of the one-in-twenty probably not 

helping her cause.  Catrin Harris was soon to follow Alison and 

then as the ‘gentlemen’ upped the tempo a notch a couple of laps 

later Carol Ross was forced to concede to her complaining legs.   

 

While the boys played amongst themselves the race was on to not 

finish last.  Alison recovering enough to eventually catch and 

overtake Carol and Catrin, leaving Carol last on the road.  But not 

for long.  Taking advantage of the respite offered by Catrin’s 

slipstream Carol recovered enough to attack and ride clear, 

leaving Catrin as lantern rouge.  And despite jumping onto the 

back of the leaders as they lapped her on the bell lap Catrin was 

unable to improve her position on the road and, unable to hold the 

sprinters as they opened it up, she missed seeing Rod Goodes take 

the win from Clive Wright and Ian Jones. 

 

 

Results 

 First Second Third Fourth 

a-grade (11) Roy Clark Guy Green Tony Chandler  

b-grade (16) Rob Harris  Pete Alsop  Sam Fazio  D. Thompson 

c-grade (21) Dean Niclasen N Thompson  Harold Simpson Marc Ramsdale 

d-grade (18) Gerald McIver  JC Wilson  Ross Gardiner  Dave Ryan 

e-grade (10) Kenton Smith Leon Bishop  Rob Devole  

f-grade (8) Rod Goodes  Clive Wright  Ian Jones   

Officials 

Thanks to Peter Mackie and Ron Stranks on the desk taking entries.  Thanks to the helpers on the day.  Also thanks to Richard 

Dobson who manages the duty roster and ensures we have enough people on the day for our races, to JC Wilson for bringing the 

trailer along and to David Ryan who was on hand again with cold drinks. 
Note : Members rostered for marshal or traffic control duties must be at the circuit at least one hour before the scheduled start 

time to assist with the setting up of the course. 

 

Aggregate Results 
      Mid week   

 Rider Grade Points   Rider Grade Points 

1 John C Wilson D 58  1 David Holt A 30 

2 David Ryan C 54   Mark Granland D  

3 Dean Niclasen C 50  3 John Thomson D 24 

4 Ron Stranks E 49   Ray Russo B  

5 Guy Green A 48  5 Chris Taylor B 20 

5 Martin Stalder B 48   Matt Rice B  

7 Rob Amos A 44  7 Dean Niclasen B 16 

8 Jim Swainston B 44   Ian Smith B  

9 Chris Ellenby C 41   John Thomas B  

10 Steven Ross A 40   Mal Jones 

Marcus Herzog 

C 

D 

 

 

Eastern Vets Program 
Saturday November 13 2:00pm Dunlop Road Graded Scratch Races & Team’s Race 

Saturday November 20 1:00pm Yarra Junction 
#
 Omara 100

#
 

Saturday November 27 2:00pm Casey Fields Graded Scratch Races 

Monday November 29 7:30pm Maroondah Club General Meeting 



Saturday December 4 2:00pm Casey Fields Graded Scratch Races 
      

Tuesday November 16 23 30 6:00pm METEC Croydon Cycleworks Criterium Series 

Wednesday   10:00am The Loop – Yarra Boulevard Scratch Races + post race coffee 

Note : Graded Scratch Race entries are accepted on the day up to 15 minutes before the advertised race start time. 

* Handicap entries close the Tuesday before the race.  Riders entering a handicap MUST pay the entry fee regardless of 

   participation.  Fees are due on race day; entrants will NOT be allowed to start in any EVCC race until fees have been 

   paid. 

No late entries will be accepted for either scratch races or handicaps.  Entries to handicaps can be submitted via e-mail to 

the handicapper or on any race day prior to the event. 

# Tail lights are a requirement for all EVCC Road events. 

Northern Vets Program 
Sunday November 14 10:00am Broadford President’s Mountain Goat Classic - 64k 

Sunday November 21 8:30am National Boulevard DC cycles, Balwyn - Crit series, race 3 

Sunday November 28 10:00am Pyalong Rd, Seymour Chooka’s Wheel Race 

Sunday December 5  No racing  

Gippsland Vets Program 
Sunday November 14 10:00am Kernot Graded Scratch Races 

Sunday November 21 9:00am Pakenham (melways 317, G6) Graded Scratch Races 

Sunday November 28 10:00am Kernot Graded Scratch Races 

Gippsland vets run a regular group ride Wednesday mornings, leaving the Kernot Hall at 9:00am 

 Victorian Veterans Cycling Council Program 
Sunday November 21 10:00am Halls Gap Grampians Open Closed 

Note : Entries can be made on-line through the VVCC website or are to be on the appropriate VVCC Open entry form (available 

on VVCC website) and are to be accompanied by the requisite fee. 

 

Other Results, etc.: 
 

Incident Reports 
 

The club has introduced a process whereby it records details of incidents that occur at our race meetings.  The purpose of this 

process being to learn from experience and to improve the racing for all members. 

 

In response to my requests for information on races for the newsletter I occasionally get feedback that raises a concern which 

would probably best serve the club if it were made known to the club.  I appreciate that many members do not wish to rock the 

boat and would prefer anonymity, which I respect and matters raised in this way are dealt with without the originator becoming 

involved. 

 

But there is a process and it would serve the club better if it were followed. 

 

The process involves documenting an incident, there are forms available in the Race Controller Kit which is in the trailer and 

should be available from the race controller or a committee member. 

 

An incident is anything worth noting, from an accident (or near miss) to inappropriate behavior; of a rider, an official, a spectator 

or a member of the public.  Examples being; 

- riders passing underneath on a corner or erratic riding. 

- for officials such things as inappropriate use of flags, failure to attend a station 

- spectators wandering across the course 

- motorists failing to obey traffic control measures 

If the club is aware of these things it can take action to rectify them, actions can range from a quiet word with an offending rider 

through to disciplinary action if required, clearer pre-race briefings, improved course signage or filing a police report.  The thing 

is, if the club isn’t aware of an issue it can not act on that issue. 

 

The process for lodging an incident report is simply a matter of approaching the race controller, a club referee or any club 

committee member and raising the matter with them.  It is then up to that person to raise the actual report which will be tabled and 

discussed at the next club general meeting. 

 
 

******************* 


