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Race report 
 
Victoria turned on the weather for the UCI world 
championships in Geelong and that flowed on to Casey Fields 
where glorious conditions greeted the forty-five riders who 
could drag themselves away from the Woman’s World 
Championships or the AFL grand final replay to contest the re-
scheduled Avon Tyres handicap. 
 
The format for the day, one-hour qualifying criteriums 
followed by a three-lap (6k) graded handicap, followed by 
post-mortem over a cold drink or two. 
 

a-grade 
 
Five into five goes pretty well so there was no real urgency in 
the qualifier, in fact there was no urgency at all, except Ian 
Harper who thought he’d get the hour over quicker by riding 
faster or he was just trying to get a feel for the conditions 
under ‘almost race conditions’, or maybe, as the odd one out, 
he chose to spend his alone time off the front rather than 
tagging along at the back.  Whatever his reasoning Ian spent 
the first two and a bit laps up the road whilst Rob, Roy, Nigel 
and Phil caught up with the goings on of the past couple of 
weeks.  When the four finally caught up with Ian he didn’t 
stick around long, again charging up the road in an effort to 
shake the others out of their complacency.  It didn’t work and 
two laps later the group was fantastic again.  
 
A couple in the group had been monitoring the b-grade race 
and although they were still a couple of laps away from 
catching up the decision was made to move from a sociable 
two-abreast into a pace line and pick up the pace to retain a bit 
of a-grade pride.  The next 35 minutes were spent honing the 
skills that would be needed in the handicap and steadily 
pulling away from the b-grade bunch. a-grade clawing back 
over half a lap to be near enough to strike as b-grade got the 
bell. 
 
Then a-grade got the bell and some people just can’t help 
themselves, Nigel Kimber leading the bunch through most of 
the last lap at a none-too-shabby pace, Roy Clarke sprinting for 
the line as soon as it came into view, and Rob Amos 
responding to the challenge. Phil Thompson and Ian Harper 
the only sensible ones, having enjoyed the slipstream over the 
last lap and cruising across the line well behind the fast-
finishing pair of Roy and Rob. 
 

b-grade (Nigel Frayne) 
 
Scratch race: 
 
True to form out at Casey a healthy breeze was blowing from 
somewhere east and was bound to play some part in the 
proceedings.  The handicap qualifying process would also prove 
to have an effect since surely riders will want to avoid burning up 
too much energy working the front and alternatively, perhaps not 
all riders were interested in getting into that event.  It would 
prove hard to assess these variables as the race unfolded but to me 
it seemed pretty much like a normal scratch race.  With the likes 
of Kev Starr in the bunch it was always going to be run at an 
honest pace.  And with John Pritchard there would certainly be 
some interesting attacking. 
 
The Garmin is set to auto lap and the numbers provide some 
interesting reading - apart from the HR which max'd out at 
215bpm, clearly misreading I hope!  Once the first lap was out of 
the way the average lap speeds held solid in the 37 - 40kph range 
with maximums well into the 40's.  This was driven by a 
combination of Kev Starr and or Rob Truscott stoking the fires in 
the engine room or the effects of the chase being on as various 
escapees set about their opportunistic ventures.  The perennial 
attacker John Pritchard didn't disappoint with a series of efforts 
throughout the race.  His final attempt seemed likely to succeed 
however, as is John's wont, he sat up and we eventually reeled 
him in after which he disappeared, clearly not interested in 
contesting a handicap. 
 
John wasn't the only attacking type with Kev Starr, Rob Truscott, 
Ian Smith, Martin Stalder and even yours truly putting in an 
effort.  I waited until 40 minutes in before having a go hoping to 
hear the bell toll while I was away.  With my head buried in the 
bars hiding from the wind I managed to survive for a whole lap 
but was suddenly greeted by the face of Kev Starr with the bunch 
in tow seemingly effortlessly having bridged the gap.  But Kev 
wasn't the only worker and Owen Anstey and Richard Dobson 
were often prominent driving the engine and closing gaps 
throughout the race.  Ian Smith was probably the last to put in an 
attack but he also mistimed the final lap call and was drawn back 
to the bunch just as the stewards discovered the bell.  Rob 
Truscott did the honourable thing and sat on the front for the 
entire last lap with the sprinting types licking their lips line astern. 
 
Down the back straight for the last time and into the stiff breeze 
the tension built and I was getting ready to jump off second last 
wheel.  Ian Smith beat me to the punch and I happily accelerated 
onto his wheel getting a nice whip effect onto the finishing 
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straight where I hit the lead.  As the line approached I began to 
think I'd been set up with no one else looking for a qualifying 
place.  Then I began to feel the presence of a rider on my right 
and Jim Swainston drew level.  With the hammies ready to 
crack (gotta stop sprinting in a 50/12!) I couldn't hold him off 
and he took a good win.  I had to then throw the bike to secure 
second as Martin Stalder loomed on my left.  According to the 
judges the 5 qualifiers were across the track with Ian Smith 
and Kev Starr joining the fray. Fun! 
 
Time: 00:57:52, Distance: 35.94k, Avg: 37.3kph Max: 50.0kph 
 
Handicap: 
 
Jim, Nigel, Martin, Ian and Kevin line up after watching F then 
E then D then C go off at 30 second intervals.  Our plan is 
predictable, go out steady and build, swapping turns more 
frequently up wind.  We execute it pretty well but C and D 
grade are disappearing off in the distance.  Our bunch sticks 
together through 2 laps but a-grade is about to collect us up.  
With only 2 riders left in their group; Rob Amos and Roy 
Clarke, we begin to jump aboard.  Phil Thompson yells from 
behind (make that 3 - ed.) and I move aside to allow him to 
take the wheel then take the sit on him.  Rob continues driving 
it along and we're collecting up purple and red caps (f & e 
grades) but the leaders are well away.  In fact they are the 
length of the straight ahead and our day seems done.  I've had 
enough and drop off the back and watch as the remaining A 
and B group continue to the line. 
 
Time: 00:10:12, Distance: 6.52k, Avg: 38.9kph, Max: 45.2kph 
 

c-grade 
 
A dozen starters, and with half the grades enjoying a ‘training’ 
ride instead of a contest the twelve came to an unwritten and 
unsaid agreement to not smash themselves in the heat. Despite 
this Chris Ellenby, David Hyde and Marc Ramsdale tried to 
reduce the numbers with the occasional surge but the ideal 
conditions meant the remainder were able to fairly comfortably 
respond and the whole bunch saw the hour out and started the 
last lap lined up behind Grant Greenhalgh. 
 
The wind along the back straight put paid to Grant’s time on 
the front.  Dean Niclasen was a bit slow on the brakes and 
found himself leading the pack with 750m to go.  Making the 
best of the situation, and knowing he only had to finish top 
five, Dean kept the pace up in an effort to stop an attack that 
would require a strength sapping response.  David Hyde had 
other ideas and 50m from the final turn launched himself up 
the right-hand side of the road.  The response to Dave’s action 
was almost immediate, Dean and Marc Ramsdale responding 
but then realising it was still a long way to the finish and first 
wasn’t important, they pulled it back a bit.  The sprint for the 
last four places in the handicap starting a little later as the 
group climbed the final straight, Marc Ramsdale riding away 
from Dean and the others. Tim Mortensen, starting from a long 
way back, overhauled the majority of the field before the line, 
crossing just behind Marc and ahead of Mal Jones who’d also 
picked up a few places over the last fifty metres. Dean, doing 
enough to hold off all other contenders was the fifth rider 
across the line and last to qualify for the extra three laps of 
pain. 

 

d-grade (David Ryan) 
 
Scratch race: 
 
A perfect spring day saw the 9 d-graders line up for the 
graded/scratch/handicap racing on Saturday. 
 
As first, second and third place were not an issue, all d-graders 
seemed in no real hurry to do anything risky or exhausting! 
  
Most of the excitement was to follow in the handicap part of the 
event later. 
 
All shared turns, rode sensibly, and seemed content to let nature 
take its course with all seemingly content to vie for the 5 
positions on offer later in the race.  That was, however, until 
Mark Cheeseman decided that enough was enough!  Far too much 
complacency in all of this, this sensible riding!!  Off he went with 
gusto!  No one seemed to care at first, then as his breakaway 
extended, and time was running out, all of the following 8 started 
to worry and tried (in vain) to reel him in.  This "catch up with 
Mark" higher pace saw Robin Condie dropped 3 laps from the 
finish.  
 
The sole breakaway succeeded with Mark Cheeseman taking 1st 
place.  A sprint ensued for 2nd between Dave Ryan, and Dave 
Casey.  Dave Casey crossed in 2nd ahead of Dave Ryan (HRM 
alerting!) who took 3rd.   Peter Mackie and Marcus Herzog 
rounding out the 5 qualifier positions for the BIG event 
 
Handicap: 
 
With the ideal conditions it was tipped to be a d- or e-grade 
victory for the handicap event.  d-grade's pact of riding together, 
keeping cool, splitting any winnings, etc. was thrown into 
disarray after starting!  All out of the box in a mad panic Peter 
Mackie not getting a great start saw him playing catch up.   
 
We all settled down after nearly one lap and some sort of order 
followed with some "team" play.  We caught and passed most of 
f-grade a third of the way into the 2nd lap, caught and passed (so 
we thought) e-grade half way through the 3rd lap.  The back 
straight saw what we thought was an a-grader catch and pass us!   
It was the new fellow - Frank Tomic who started in f-grade.  He 
timed it a bit early and we managed to catch him and re-pass on 
the home straight.  Mark Cheeseman, now out of the saddle, 
looking like the sprinter he is, was going for broke.  His victory 
assured as he crossed for the handicap outright win.  Two e-
graders that had jumped on when caught grabbed 2nd and 3rd.  
Dave Ryan at max effort thumped over for 4th place............... 
d-grade taking 1st, 4th, 7th and 10th. 
 

e-grade 
 
Five starters, five to qualify, another training session, 50 minutes 
to get their act together.  Not to be.  Brain Farrell and Frank 
Carroll keen to stretch their legs and make a contest of it.  Frank 
showing some form, suspicion that it may have been more than 
just the exercise of winter gardening contributing to the strength 
in his legs – suggestions of chemical facilitation (fertiliser) being 
bandied around.  After the initial rush of blood Ronnie reminded 
the antagonists that four plus one equals five and that five was the 



number of qualifiers to go through to the final and once that 
sank in it seemed to ease the blood. 
 
With more than half of the fifty minutes lost to the antics of 
Brian and Frank the quintet used the remaining time to hone 
their technique.  Come the end though, boys will be boys, 
regardless of their age, and it was on, Frank showing his track-
riding heritage to out-sprint another master of the boards in 
Kenton Smith, Brain Farrell running home third.  All five 
qualifying for the handicap final. 
 

f-grade 
 
New member Frank Tomsic, with shaved legs and a power 
meter on his bike, didn’t get the best of introductions to racing 
as the six starters settled down to ride out the hour before 
sprinting for the privilege of being the rabbit to the other marks 
in the final.  Frank, Keith Bowen, Rod Goodes and, despite a 
couple of broken ribs, Ian Jones shared the load by swapping 
off turns through out the race. 
 
On the bell Frank took off to test the power meter, hotly 
pursued by Hector Prieto, the remainder content to fight 
amongst themselves for the last three places - a race within a 
race, and within that race there was another, Ian and Keith 
battling it out for last place and the chance to rest their ribs and 
legs respectively; Keith winning by losing. 
 

handicap 
 
Little wind and thirty-second intervals between most marks 
favoured the outer marks, it would certainly favour the groups 
that stayed together.  
 
f-grade 
 
Frank Tomsic’s strong ride in the qualifier had the handicapper 
rethinking the grading and Frank was promoted to the e-grade 
bunch.  With Frank’s promotion all of Keith’s good work was 
undone and he was recalled to the limit line-up for the start of 
the handicap.  Alas, the first group away were quickly down to 
four as Alison took a couple of seconds getting wound up and 
spent half a lap desperately chasing before resigning and 
awaiting the inevitable capture by the following mark. 
 
The depleted bunch further shattered and then blown apart as 
the e-grade train came through - Frank and his followers 
assuming the race lead in the second lap. 
 
e-grade 
 
The addition of the extra rider to the e-grade bunch caused a 
bit of confusion resulting in them faring not much better off 
the line but they managed to pull it back together and hold it 
together through the race to have most of their riders in the 
results. The lack of a sixth pusher at the start saw Brian Farrell 
having to make a standing start and by the time he got his feet 
in the cleats he was in a similar position to Alison - chasing to 
get back on, and despite regaining the back of the little group, 
which was being driven hard by Frank Tomsic, he didn’t have 
enough to hang on; it was back to the chasing groups for Brian, 
and not the first one either as Mark Cheeseman was on a 
mission. 

 
d-grade 
 
After a minute to reflect on the starts of the two previous grades 
the d-grade bunch started much the same way with Peter Mackie 
missing the start and playing catch-up but eventually the group 
got together and, working together, started mopping up the 
dropped riders from the marks ahead.  Well, the limit mark, the e-
grade bunch just ahead proved a little more difficult to overhaul, 
although the carrot was enough to sustain an effort that kept the 
chasers at bay.  The tail of the e-grade bunch was finally attained 
about a kilometre from the finish.  A call for more power to 
assume the lead cleanly was hampered by tired legs and all bar 
one of the e-grade group were able to find a wheel to hold onto 
and stay in the race. 
 
Thinking they were clear it came as a surprise when Frank 
Tomsic flew by with two other e-graders on his wheel.  The chase 
was on and the little bunch split, a group of five separating 
themselves from the remainder who in turn split into smaller 
groupings.  Frank had gone early and started to fade, providing 
the almost perfect lead out for the others, it was the youth and 
sheer strength of Mark Cheeseman that saw him come off the 
wheel he was following, round up the few ahead and make for the 
line.  The perennial sprinters Frank Carroll and Kenton Smith, 
having the leg speed but not the power, gave chase while Dave 
Ryan pushing his limits rounded the fading Frank Tomsic and 
followed David, Frank & Kenton across the line for a handy 
fourth. 
 
c-grade 
 
With a further thirty-second deficit the c-grade group set off at a 
cracking pace, a pace too hot for Mal Jones who cracked 2/3 of 
the way through the first lap and was left behind.  Half way 
through the second lap David Hyde was also lost as the shrinking 
group started catching and passing the dropped riders from the 
marks ahead – down to three with still a dozen riders ahead and a 
lap to go it was looking grim.  The third lap started with the 
gaining of a few places as the trio passed the remnants of the 
f-grade bunch – just eight riders ahead, the small group were in 
the tail end of the money but had a job ahead of themselves if 
they were going to dine out. 
 
Onto the back straight, the disintegrating d & e-grade bunch were 
too far ahead to catch, although a lone straggler, dropped from the 
group ahead, gave the chasers a target.  While behind the 
storming a & b-grade bunch were too far back to be a threat.  
Marcus Herzog proving a tough prey, Marc Ramsdale and Dean 
Niclasen only just overhauling him in their sprint for the line, the 
other c-grade rider in Tim Mortensen having nothing left just 
missing tenth place. 
 
b-grade 
 
With a plan the b-grade group managed to start together and stay 
together but were unable to catch the groups ahead and were 
themselves caught by the remnants of the a-grade bunch early on 
the last lap. 
 
a-grade 
 



Last away were the five a-grade riders, with 40 seconds to 
make up on the b-grade group ahead and two-minutes forty to 
the first riders away it was a big ask, made bigger with the 
failure of Nigel Kimber to do more than one turn before 
popping and retiring to the side lines. 
 

Ian Harper’s legs also gave up before scratch caught the first of 
their targets in b-grade.  But limit was a bunch too far and despite 
some very strong pulls from Rob and Roy this group were never 
in the hunt.  In the sprint for pride Roy led Rob all the way along 
the finish straight, through the remnants of groups ahead, to finish 
around 12th on the track. 
 

 

Results             Current Aggregate 
 Qualifiers (in finishing order)   Handicap    Points 

a-grade Roy Clark, Rob Amos, Nigel Kimber,   1
st
  Mark Cheeseman (d)  David Ryan  D 51 

 Phil Thompson, Ian Harper  2
nd

  Frank Carroll (e)  John C Wilson D 51 

b-grade Jim Swainston, Nigel Frayne,   3
rd

  Kenton Smith (e)  Martin Stalder B 46 

 Martin Stalder, Ian Smith, Kevin Starr  4
th

  David Ryan (d)  Ron Stranks  E 46 

c-grade David Hyde, Marc Ramsdale,   5
th

  Frank Tomsic (e)  Dean Niclasen C 44 

 Tim Mortensen, Mal Jones, Dean Niclasen  6
th

  Ron Stranks (e)  Guy Green A 43 

d-grade Mark Cheeseman, David Casey,   7
th

  David Casey (d)  Rob Amos A 41 

 David Ryan, Marcus Herzog, Peter Mackie  8
th

  Mark Ramsdale (c)  Jim Swainston B 41 

e-grade Frank Carroll, Kenton Smith, Brian Farrell,   9
th

  Dean Niclasen (c)  Chris Ellenby C 39 

 Ron Stranks, Ray Watts  10
th

  Marcus Herzog (d)  Cube Taylor C 39 

f-grade Frank Tomsic, Hector Prieto, Rod Goodes,         
 Alison Barnard, Ian Jones        

Officials 
Thanks to Peter Mackie and Ron Stranks on the desk taking entries.  Thanks to the helpers on the day who were Laurie Bohn, 
David Anderson, Greg Lipple, Rob Amos and Neil Cartledge and to those who acted as pushers for the handicap.  Also thanks to 
Richard Dobson who manages the duty roster and ensures we have enough people on the day for our races, Dave Ryan for 
providing much appreciated drinks, and JC Wilson who brought the trailer along. 
Note : Members rostered for marshal or traffic control duties must be at the circuit at least one hour before the scheduled start 

time to assist with the setting up of the course. 
 

Eastern Vets Program 
Saturday October 9 2:00pm Yarra Junction # Club Championships 

#
 

Saturday October 16 2:00pm METEC Graded Scratch Races 

Saturday October 23 2:00pm Kernot # Royce Bennett memorial handicap *#  

Monday October 25 7:30pm Maroondah Club General Meeting 

Saturday October 30 2:00pm Arthurs Creek Graded Scratch Races & Team’s Race 
      

Tuesday October 5, 19 6:00pm METEC Croydon Cycleworks Series 

Wednesday   10:00am The Loop – Yarra Boulevard Scratch Races + post race coffee 

Note : Graded Scratch Race entries are accepted on the day up to 15 minutes before the advertised race start time. 
* Handicap entries close the Tuesday before the race.  Riders entering a handicap MUST pay the entry fee regardless of 
   participation.  Fees are due on race day, entrants will NOT be allowed to start in any EVCC race until fees have been 
   paid. 
No late entries will be accepted for either scratch races or handicaps.  Entries to handicaps can be submitted via e-mail to 
the handicapper or on any race day prior to the event. 
# Tail lights are a requirement for all EVCC Road events. 

 

Northern Vets Program 
Sunday October 10 9:00am National Boulevard Graded Scratch Races 

Sunday October 17 9:00am Yellow Box Drive, Somerville Graded Scratch Races 

Sunday October 24 10:00am East Trentham Pig & Whistle handicap 

Sunday October 31 10:00am Broadford Mountain Goat Classic 

 Gippsland Vets Program 
Sunday October 31 10:00am Kernot Graded Scratch Races 

 Victorian Veterans Cycling Council Program 
Saturday October 16 10:00am Camperdown Camperdown to Warrnambool  Closed 

Sunday November 21 10:00am Halls Gap Grampians Open 10/11 - $25 

Note : Entries can be made on-line through the VVCC website or are to be on the appropriate VVCC Open entry form (available 
on VVCC website) and are to be accompanied by the requisite fee. 



 

Other Results, etc.: 
 

For your calendar 
 

Date Location Event 

17/10/2010 Melbourne Around the Bay in a Day  
Nigel Kimber is doing the 250k option and will be coordinating an EVCC group. 

27/11/2010 New 
Zealand 

Wattyl – Lake Taupo Cycle Challenge 
Emirates has just released special fares to Auckland at $372 return with full service and 30kg 
luggage allowance (ideal for bikes).  Entries are still open and there is accommodation available 
in Taupo. 
Mal Jones on 0412 569 100 or email mal@shotproperty.com.au 

 

Farewell Graeme Parker (Mal Jones) 
 
It was Mark Twain, quoted as saying something along the lines of “reports of his death were greatly exaggerated” that got me to 
thinking that someone must surely have jumped the gun at the Graeme Parker farewell Warby Trail ride last Sunday. 
 
As the 30-plus riders approached the pedestrian crossing where the trail crosses Warburton Highway at Millgrove, there it was – 
the evidence in the form of a sign announcing that we were no longer on the Warburton Trail, but the apparently newly renamed 
Graeme Parker Memorial Trail! 
 
Oh well, at least he didn’t have to drop off the perch to know that so many Eastern Vets members and friends were sure going to 
miss him. 
 
The casual ride started in Mt Evelyn and rolled along at a very comfortable pace, with the sheer numbers giving a few users going 
in the opposite direction a bit of a fright.  
 
But, with commonsense prevailing and a very comfortable pace along the way, destination Warburton was reached without 
incident – apart from a flat tyre giving 3 from the bunch a slightly later arrival. 
 
Already stationed at the café was member Alan Hicks – unable to make the journey on bike due to a bout of gout (nice rhyming 
huh?), he’d driven up to join the party.  
 
After coffee, muffins and various other forms of refreshment at the café, the bunch headed off back from whence they’d come – 
this time taking in a diversion through some of the back roads to mix up the ride a little. 
 
Once back to Wandin, half the bunch took another deviation along one of Graeme’s favourite little trails.  Great idea, until he 
remembered it had been raining in the days before our ride…  Hmmm, lots of muddy bikes, legs and clothing probably left a bit of 
explaining to do for some when they got home. 
 
Once back to Mt Evelyn the farewells were made and all called it a great, if not somewhat sad, day.  All the same it was still a 
fitting way to say goodbye to a club stalwart and all round good bloke.  Thanks Graeme and make sure you get down to share your 
knowledge, experience and company with us as often as possible. 
 

Tuesday Night Crits 
 
Tuesday night crits start this week; Croydon Cycleworks have come on board to sponsor this event, their involvement bolstering 
the prize pool to over $5,000 in cash and prizes which will be distributed across the top twelve place getters in the aggregate. 
 
Remember racing starts at 6:00pm sharp, registrations close 5:45pm and riders are not to access the circuit until after 5:00pm. 
 

AVCC Australian Championships 
 
The AVCC Australian Championships are being held in Canberra in November.  Riders wishing to compete should enter through 
the host club - ACT Vets, via their web site - www.actvets.cc/html/main.html.   
 
Note that all helmets will be checked for ASA certification and any helmet not having the appropriate sticker will not be allowed. 
 

******************* 


