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Race report 
 
My apologies for the sparsity of news in this week’s newsletter 
I wasn’t sufficiently organised to chase up people for 
information.  Thanks to Rob Amos and Trevor Coulter who 
provided the information for the a-grade report and to Ian 
Smith who took me seriously when I told him, over coffee 
Sunday morning, that he had to write the c-grade report. 
 
Despite the cold and the wind it was a good turnout and by all 
accounts the use of the more technical circuit at METEC didn’t 
deter the pace, all races conducted safely and at a high speed, 
providing a solid hour or more’s racing across all grades. 
 

a-grade 
 
A small but strong a-grade field; Rob Amos, Guy Green, a full 
strength Team Degani, the returning Roy Clark who has won 
his last two starts with Eastern and a handful of others was 
going to make for an interesting race.   
 
The race started with the usual suspects rolling turns and 
setting a solid pace but it wasn’t long before Team Degani 
tried to take control, sending riders up the road then attempting 
to control the bunch.  But with the strength in the bunch this 
had limited effect until one of the ‘strong riders’ - Roy Clark, 
went with a move by Darren Darling (Team Degani), the pair 
away and building their lead. 
 
Aware of the potential Guy Green waited a lap or so till the 
break was far enough out to be essentially established but not 
too far away to bridge before att acking the chase and bridging.  
Guy’s move covered by Trevor Coulter (Team Degani) and 
Rob Amos.  Five away, six chasing - well four chasing given 
the two remaining Degani riders were content to keep their 
powder dry in case the unlikely occurred and the race came 
back together. 
 
To be shure to be shure the leaders kept the pace up, swapping 
off turns and continuing to ride away from the chase.  Darren, 
feeling the pressure of the initial move, was unable to maintain 
the tempo when it was his turn to do so, an observation not lost 
on Guy Green.  After one such stint on the front a surgical 
strike from Guy cut Darren from the lead bunch and relegated 
him to the chase.  The odds shifting but still in favour of the 
leaders - 4:4 + 500m. 
 
Confident the chase was out of the race Guy set about 
improving his personal odds, att acking the lead bunch a 

couple of times over the closing stages of the race but the 
remainder were up to the challenge and all Guy’s efforts achieved 
was to bring the lead group up on to the tail of the chasers, the 
leaders lapping the rest of the field with around five minutes to 
race.  Five minutes later it was Rob Amos who greeted the bell 
and led the bunch of four into the last lap. 
 
Through the technical section Guy rolled through to lead out the 
inevitable sprint, Rob on his wheel, Roy and Trevor biding their 
time.  Keeping to the right around the final bend, to deny the 
followers any protection from the cross-head wind, Guy led the 
procession into the run for the line. 
  
Roy backed himself, going early, Trevor, with the sit, followed 
and the pair opened a bike length on Guy and Rob.  Guy chased 
hard.  Trevor stepped out to challenge Roy only to be hit by a 
wall of air that took the wind out of his sails.  Trevor making no 
inroads on Roy while Guy ran him down in the last metres, but 
with too big a start Guy was unable to overhaul Roy.  Roy taking 
his third win in a row, Guy second, Trevor third and Rob fourth. 
 
Figures for the race - 1:15 to cover 50k @ 39.0kph (54.3k max) 
 

b-grade  
 
Apologies, no report 
 

c- grade (Ian Smith) 
 
The last time I attended a race at METEC it was September 5th 
and it was as a d-grade rider.  In that race we were frustrated with 
the c-grade pack which was travelling very slowly, so much so 
that not only d-grade but also e-grade were held up behind them 
due to the no passing higher grades rule.  As a consequence of 
precedence the three newly promoted d-grade riders (Cube 
Taylor, Darren Woolhouse and Ian Smith) were feeling 
reasonably confident they could at least handle the c-grade pace.  
Brother were we in for a sort out!! 
 
The c-grade pack for this race numbered seventeen starters which 
was quite a safety concern on the tight METEC track in the 
blustery conditions and we were all strongly cautioned at the 
starting briefing to be especially careful.  This was good advice 
especially given the number of tight turns and the large cracks in 
sections of the road.  Right from the start the tone of the day was 
set with the first lap covered at a blistering pace which was a real 
heart starter for those hoping for a neutral lap.  From then on the 
pack was led primarily by Chris Taylor, Dean Nicholson and 
Marc Ramsdale with a bit of support from a few others.  Cube 
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Taylor did his usually thing and led for a lap early in the race, 
Ian Smith followed and was left out there for two laps just to 
burn a bit.  The rest of the pack was riding in tight formation 
just hanging on. 
 
For the rest of the race Chris Taylor, Dean Nicholson and 
Marc Ramsdale swapped turns and stamped out a crushing 
pace so much so that we passed d-grade several times.   
Occasionally the pace slowed a little but although a few tried, 
no one else had the strength to get to the front and do any 
meaningful lead out work for very long.  It really paid to be in 
the top 8 or so riders because as the race progressed the pack 
was often stretched out in single file during the surges.  By the 
45 minute mark several riders had been dropped and if the 
wheel you were following could not stay on, it required an 
enormous effort to go around and regain the pack.  Two very 
canny riders were Harold Simpson and Sam Bruzzese.  Harold 
rode safely just behind the leaders the whole way and Sam 
fought for and vigorously defended the coveted wheel of Dean 
Nicholson for most of the race. 
 
Coming into the bell lap the big three were still at the front 
with Chris Taylor doing most of the damage.  The pack had 
thinned by this stage to approximately 10 to 12 riders.  With 

half a lap to go Chris went for it and had a handy lead over the 
small hill.  Harold was well placed to pounce on the sprint but 
chose the wrong wheel to follow and was swamped by the other 
two power houses with Dean finishing second, Marc third and 
Harold fourth. 
 
The average speed for the race was 35.7km and it is great to 
report that everyone rode very sensibly and that there were no 
accidents. 
 

d- grade () 
 
Apologies, no report 
 

e-grade 
 
Apologies, no report 
 

f-grade 
 
Apologies, no report 
 

 

Results  

 First Second Third 

a-grade (11) Roy Clark Guy Green Trevor Coulter 

b-grade (9) Martin Stalder Jim Swainston Kevin Starr 

c-grade (17) Chris Taylor Dean Niclasen Marc Ramsdale 

d-grade (11) Mark Cheeseman Adam Dymond JC Wilson 

e-grade (12) Graham Cadd Barry Rodgers Geoff Miller 

f-grade (4) Keith Bowen Rod Goodes Alison Barnard 

Officials 
Thanks to Peter Mackie and Ron Stranks on the desk taking entries.  Thanks to the helpers on the day; Greg Lipple, John Wildes 
and Graeme West.  Also thanks to Richard Dobson who manages the duty roster and ensures we have enough people on the day 
for our races, to JC Wilson for bringing the trailer along and to David Ryan who was on hand again with cold drinks. 

Note : Members rostered for marshal or traffic control duties must be at the circuit at least one hour before the scheduled start 
time to assist with the setting up of the course. 

 

Eastern Vets Program 
Sunday September 26 2:00pm Don Road * # Hill Climb * #  & Teams Race * # 

Monday September 27 7:30pm Maroondah Club General Meeting 

Saturday October 2 2:00pm Casey Fields Avon Tyres Handicap 

Saturday October 9 2:00pm Yarra Junction # Club Championships 
#
 

Saturday October 16 2:00pm METEC Graded Scratch Races 
      

Tuesday October 5, 19 6:30pm METEC Graded Scratch Races. 

Wednesday   10:00am The Loop – Yarra Boulevard Scratch Races + post race coffee 

Note : Graded Scratch Race entries are accepted on the day up to 15 minutes before the advertised race start time. 
* Handicap entries close the Tuesday before the race.  Riders entering a handicap MUST pay the entry fee regardless of 
   participation.  Fees are due on race day, entrants will NOT be allowed to start in any EVCC race until fees have been 
   paid. 
No late entries will be accepted for either scratch races or handicaps.  Entries to handicaps can be submitted via e-mail to 
the handicapper or on any race day prior to the event. 
# Tail lights are a requirement for all EVCC Road events. 

 

Northern Vets Program 
Sunday September 26 10:00am Avenel Road (Seymour) Vin Nuttal handicap (64k) 

Sunday October 3  No racing  



Sunday October 10 9:00am National Boulevard Graded Scratch Races 

Sunday October 17 9:00am Yellow Box Drive, Somerville Graded Scratch Races 

Gippsland Vets Program 
Sunday October 3 10:00am Kernot Graded Scratch Races 

Sunday October 31 10:00am Kernot Graded Scratch Races 

Victorian Veterans Cycling Council Program 
Saturday October 2 9:30am Paraparap Stan Howard memorial h’cap closed 

Saturday October 16 10:00am Camperdown Camperdown to Warrnambool  6/10 - $25 

Note : Entries can be made on-line through the VVCC website or are to be on the appropriate VVCC Open entry form (available 
on VVCC website) and are to be accompanied by the requisite fee. 

 

Other Results, etc.: 
 

For your calendar 
 

Date Location Event 

17/10/2010 Melbourne Around the Bay in a Day  
Nigel Kimber is doing the 250k option and will be coordinating an EVCC group. 

27/11/2010 New 
Zealand 

Wattyl – Lake Taupo Cycle Challenge 
Mal Jones on 0412 569 100 or email mal@shotproperty.com.au 

 

Kathy Watt - photographer 
 
Last weekend I had the privilege of being invited to, and attending, the opening of a display of images from the 2010 Tour de 
France as captured by Kathy Watt.  Unfortunately time constraints prevented us from staying for the speeches which promised to 
be entertaining and delivered with a French accent but we did have opportunity to peruse the walls and take in the photos on 
display.  Some of the images are stock standard cycling images but often with a bit of a twist, in quite a few Kathy has managed to 
capture a quirky or intimate moment that most spectators would not have seen or considered. 
 
The exhibition is housed at a lovely little French café in Greville St, Prahran - Chez Olivier, 121 Greville St, Prahran and runs 
until December 12.  All images are available for sale in a limited edition format - batches of 50 or 100, and come either framed 
($660) or unframed ($495).  More information of the exhibition can be found on the café’s web site; 
- http://www.chezolivier.com/LaGalerie.aspx 
 
If you are in the neighbourhood and after a coffee or a light snack then you could do worse than meander down Greville St from 
Chapel and drop in for that hot beverage and pastry. 
 

EastLink 75k ride - team time trial challenge. 
 
Entry fees for this event have been cut (significantly) to $1500 / team of ten, so if you were considering taking part but the entry 
fee was a tad prohibitive you may want to have another look; 
- www.rideforhome.com.au. 
To secure your Team entry, please call Martin Port on 03 9695 8322 (Mon-Fri, 9am-5pm) or register your Team online. 
 

Ride the worlds 
 
Another group comes to its senses. The cost of the ‘ride the worlds’ event at Geelong has been cut to $165 for the two-hour 
experience (plus jersey and complimentary copy of the Geelong Advertiser).  Check out the official web site for fuller details and 
registration; 
- http://www.geelong.ridetheworlds.com.au/.  
 

AVCC Australian Championships 
 
The AVCC Australian Championships are being held in Canberra in November.  Riders wishing to compete should enter through 
the host club - ACT Vets, via their web site - www.actvets.cc/html/main.html.  Note that all helmets will be checked for ASA 
certification and any helmet not having the appropriate sticker will not be allowed. 
 

******************* 


