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Race report 
 
Macclesfield, a tough little circuit that has a few non-climbing 
types sitting on the fence, the weather around town pushing 
those fence-sitters over the back, only 51 making it to the local 
primary school to register.  Thirty-five percent of starters being 
for the team’s race although health and work commitments 
saw a couple of teams run a man short and a geographically 
embarrassed team’s bus saw one team fail to make the start.  
For those who did front the starter the conditions weren’t too 
bad, no wind was a good start, a few spots of rain before 
proceedings started and damp roads the only concession to the 
previous week’s conditions. 
 

team’s race 
 
Rob Tidey (Croydon Cycleworks / Pick-a-Part) and Justin 
Davis (Omara cycles) were happy to lead the troops up the 
neutral incline to the start proper, the other sixteen content to 
let them do so and continue their good work for the majority of 
the undulating run down to the far turnaround. Riding tempo, 
two abreast there was the opportunity for conversation 
amongst the teams ala a pro peloton. It wasn’t till just before 
the drop to the bottom of the course that things started to 
resemble a race and only then in that team Adriatic made their 
way to the front in what looked like a rehearsed move; James 
Steward and Andy Burmas taking over from Rob and Justin 
with Phil Smith following through to second wheel - prepare 
for an assault up the hill on the way back.  
 
Still controlling the bunch Team Adriatic led the race through 
the turn and back to the foot of the hill, all eyes on Phil Smith.  
And sure enough, halfway up there was a surge from Phil but 
all responded and despite some heavy breathing it was 
essentially all together over the top and back to the white-
board for plan-b.  Before anybody had the time to consider 
their options Justin Davis wiped the board clean with a flurry 
of pedal strokes as he opened a commanding gap.  The next six 
and a half kilometers back to the top turnaround saw a series of 
attempts to get a rider across to the lone yellow and blue jersey 
of Justin.  James Steward (Adriatic) the first to try with a solid 
effort, Nigel Kimber (Omara cycles) quick to grab James’s 
wheel in defense of his team-mate, with no support James 
relented and fell back to the bunch.  Another couple of efforts 
over the remainder of the lap were either responded to by 
Nigel or had the wrong mix for others to want to allow it away.  
As such it was a near full bunch that warily approached the 
end of the first lap a couple of hundred metres behind Justin; 
the surging over the previous six kilometers had a few 

struggling up to the turn and the probability that somebody would 
use the incline to launch an attack on the bunch had heart rates up 
and legs poised.  
 
Whatever happened it wasn’t much and the majority of the race 
rounded the turn and after regrouping set off in pursuit, Nigel 
positioning himself around fifth wheel to watch and respond if 
required.  Which it wasn’t.  The second lap was run at a good 
clip, one not designed to return Justin but to stay in the hunt for 
when he would surely tire.  The generally downhill run to the far 
turnaround, and the relatively steady pace, saw all those who 
started the lap take the turn for the generally uphill return.  By 
now Justin’s lead could only be adjudged at either end of the lap; 
as the returning rider crossed paths with those still heading to the 
turn, and by this measure Justin was pulling away from the chase. 
 
The return was a little more frenetic but nobody was able to 
separate themselves from the group which again closed on the top 
turnaround a little reduced in number and again in anticipation of 
a move by one of the Adriatic team or either Guy Green or Stefan 
Kirsch of Doherty’s / Eltham cycles.  There was no serious effort 
made and the slightly depleted group started the third lap.  
Adriatic still had three members in the bunch (Phil, James and 
Andy) as did Velocino cycles (Rob Amos, Jamie Goddard and 
Nick Tapp), Doherty’s had their two starters still in the mix (Guy 
& Stefan). Team Degani were down to one - Trevor Coulter, 
Steve Ross finding the climb to the turn too much on top of the 
inconsistent pace of the return just slipping off the back.  Croydon 
Cycleworks in a similar position with only two starters, and Rob 
Tidey joining Steve Ross, their contribution was reduced to 
Michael Hay.  Bicycle Superstore still had a representative in the 
group and Omara cycles still had two in Damian Burke and Nigel 
Kimber - and of course Justin up ahead. 
 
With Justin showing no signs of slowing down the chase tried to 
get organised on the way out for the third time but was unable to 
get a sustained rotation happening.  Despite the lack of 
coordination the out-bound leg of the third lap was completed at 
speed, a fairly consistent speed that again saw those who started 
the lap together turn together still well in arrears of Justin Davis 
and looking likely not to catch him. 
 
The first climb of the return saw a couple of riders dropped from 
the group; Rob Amos, Nick Tapp, Damian Burke and another.  A 
determined chase by Rob saw him return to the bunch, the others 
unable to do so.  A couple of surges on the way back up to the 
bell put a few more in strife until, half way back, Phil Smith 
(Adriatic) had a go that split the group, Stefan Kirsch 
(Doherty/Eltham cycles), Trevor Coulter (Team Degani) and 
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Michael Hay (Croydon Cycleworks / Pick-a-Part) joining him.  
Nigel Kimber (Omara cycles) caught in two minds about 
whether to cover it or let it go - his legs making the decision 
for him and leaving him hoping Justin had the legs to stay 
away from the now-chasing quartet.  Joining Nigel was Guy 
Green (Doherty’s), Rob Amos and Jamie Goddard (Velocino 
cycles), and James Steward and Andy Burmas (Adriatic).  The 
final drag to the bell saw the second group on the road shatter, 
Guy Green riding away with James Steward and Jamie 
Goddard, leaving Andy Burmas, Rob Amos and Nigel Kimber 
scattered down the road. 
 
On to the final lap it didn’t take long for the 85kg of Nigel to 
build momentum on the downslope and catch Rob, Andy was 
the next in the sights and was overhauled less than two 
kilometers from the start of the lap.  The triplet ahead was also 
coming back until James looked over his shoulder and reacted, 
Guy going with him and Jamie Goddard running up the white 
flag.  Nigel, Rob & Andy picked up Jamie and continued on 
their way. 
 
At the final far turn it was still Justin Davis with a clear lead 
over the chasing group driven by Michael Hay (Croydon 
Cycleworks) with Trevor Coulter (Degani) and Phil Smith 
(Adriatic) contributing and Stefan Kirsch in the unenviable 
position of not needing to contribute given his team’s 
standings in the overall points tally.  Next round the cone were 
Guy and James followed by Rob, Nigel, Andy and Jamie.  And 
that was the way it ended with the exception of the presence of 
Andy in the last group; Justin taking a comfortable win, Stefan 
starting the sprint for second and holding on ahead of Phil and 
Trevor; Michael, having spent all he had on the road, followed 
the three across the line for fifth. 
 
Figures for the race: 64k in under 1:50 for an average of about 
35kph 
 

b-grade (Nigel Frayne) 
 
A group of 10 rolled out at a fairly leisurely pace, perhaps 
missing the likes of Kevin Starr and his renowned early push.  
By the first turn back we could see that c-grade had made up 
quite some ground on us.  A steady pace up 'that hill', the first 
one on the return leg, kept the bunch intact and we cruised 
back to the start line completing the lap with an average speed 
of 31.4kph.  Lap 2 was also completed together with Glen 
Pascall, Kev Turley, Evan Butler and Phil Cavaleri prominent.  
However, at the hill, there was a strong push that tested the 
legs of 4 riders and the group split.  Evan Butler worked hard 
to close the gap with myself, Deb Chambers and a 4th rider on 
her wheel.  Within a kilometre Evan had brought the bunch 
back together and the lap was completed in a similar average 
speed of 31.8kph. 
 
During lap 3 there was a growing sense of trepidation at the 
amount of 'dry powder' in the bunch with the same 5 riders 
pretty much driving things along.  I decided to play safe at the 
turn around and made sure I had some pace on for the hill to 
avoid another gapping.  The 'push' wasn't so intense this time 
and while strung out initially it regrouped fairly quickly and 
headed home for the bell.  Once again the average speed was 
31.8kph. 
 

At the bell and on to the final lap, line astern and fatigue is 
starting to build.  All minds are no doubt focused on the return leg 
and particularly on 'that hill'.  The Garmin profile depicts a 
gradient of over 9% for 200m with a maximum of 10.6% towards 
the top so little wonder the maximum speed is achieved on the 
way out (65.4kph) and the minimum speed coming back up.  My 
strategy is to hit the front going downward and hold the lead into 
the turn around and be well positioned before the climb.  It all 
goes according to plan until the strong riders, Kev Turley, Wayne 
Robinson, Glen Pascall and Brian Gray in particular, begin to 
push.  As I jump out of the saddle to join the rush to the top I am 
suddenly hit with a double whammy of cramps in both legs.  
Damn!  I never cramp.  As I watch the scattered bunch crest the 
hill I'm desperately nursing and pushing in an effort to contain the 
gap. 
 
Alas, it's not enough and I'm too far off the back.  I see the two or 
three other riders who had been gapped on ‘that hill’ gradually 
work their way back on over the following few kilometres.  The 
group stays in sight up ahead and has clearly slowed in 
preparation for an expected bunch sprint but I can't catch them.  
Eventually they disappear when the pace goes up, as I understand 
it, chasing Kev Turley who attacked about a kilometre from the 
line.  Unfortunately for Kev, it was just a bit too far out and the 
more patient ones overtook him and headed for the sprint.  Glen 
Pascall saved himself for a final surge and made up ground, 
passing all but Brian Gray who took the win.  Phil Cavaleri took 
third (not claiming due to his a-grade status) from Richard 
Harvey.  Deb Chambers does well in her first b-grade race 
coming in 5th or 6th with Kevin Turley. 
 
Stats: 
Distance: 63km, Time: 2:01:23, Climbing: 806m 
Ave Speed: 31.1kph, Max:  65.4kph 
 

c- grade (with Harold Simpson) 
 
Once onto the course proper racing started with Dave Ryan 
pushing a high cadence down the first hill (obviously keen to get 
back to open the bar - ed.).  Harold Simpson determined to be his 
first customer held Dave’s wheel and enjoyed the cooling spray it 
threw up.  Through the first sixteen kilometres Marc Ramsdale 
and Chris Taylor were prepared to chip in and help Dave keep the 
heart rates of the other eight high (maybe Dave was trying to 
drum up business - ed.).  Chris pulled a little too hard at one 
point, pulling his foot and raising the heart rates of a few in an 
unintended way.  The tactics of the three antagonists to reduce the 
odds of a place paid dividends, a few struggling up the final climb 
to the turn and end the first lap. 
 
Mal Jones one to suffer - early season hay-fever and the relentless 
tempo seeing him struggle up to the turn but determination had 
him back in the mix on the way out for the second time.  As it 
was, it was a reduced crew of seven (with Mal chasing) that set 
off for a repeat of the previous lap.  Mal regained the group, 
Marc, suffered a minor mechanical (more raised heart rates) but 
was able to stop, adjust and rejoin the leaders before the far 
turnaround. The relentless climb back to the bell took a toll on a 
few more, Harold parting company but continuing to chase, 
tantalisingly close but just unable to close the gap, Mal finally 
conceding to the lack of oxygen his respiratory tract could deliver 
along with Dave Ryan and one other also losing contact on the 
generally uphill return. 



 
In the last lap Harold was joined by one of the first lap 
casualties and the pair continued to chase the five leaders out 
to the far turnaround and back again but to no avail, the leaders 
maintaining a solid pace to the end.  A pace that dropped Chris 
Taylor within cooee of the finish, then around seven hundred 
metres from home Sam Fazio backed himself with an attack 
only to find he’d miscalculated and that that last 500m was 
longer than it looked, Sam mown down on his run to the line, 
passed by one and all left in the race, it was big Marc 
Ramsdale who prevailed to win the ultimate sprint from Bruce 
Hawker and Chris Ellenby. 
 
Figures for the race: 49k in 1:30 avg 30.3kph 
 
Post race the reason for Dave Ryan failing to finish with the 
leaders became apparent - he wasn’t well.  
Despite encouragement to call an Ambulance Dave insisted he 
was ok but promised to call in to the hospital on the way home. 
Which fortunately he; a) was able to do, and b) did do.  The 
diagnosis; a minor heart attack, the synopsis; a visit to the Box 
Hill hospital cardiac unit, the prognosis; TBA. 
 
Let this be a reminder, it’s not worth being a hero, if you feel 
unwell get it looked at straight away.  The VVCC, and the 
club, strongly recommend that members take out Ambulance 
Membership (http://www.ambulance.vic.gov.au) which starts 
at $75/year for singles cover ($1.45/week). 
 

d- grade (Ian Smith) 
 
It was great to have a pleasant day for racing after the ordinary 
weather at our last outing at Macclesfield in May.  Despite the 
good weather numbers in d-grade were down a bit from the 
last few weeks with only nine starters.  
 
Andrew Buchanan lead the field down the hill from the neutral 
climb and a trend began to emerge very quickly.  Normally in 
d-grade races of recent times you find that the pace is on fairly 
much from the start, if it isn’t Andrew you could always rely 
on people such as Cube Taylor, Ian Smith, Adam Dymond and 
Daren Woolhouse to stir things up.  Anyway poor Andrew had 
to wait for several kilometres before he could find a taker to 
share the pace-setting duties and in the meantime the pace 
became progressively slower and slower.  Maybe it was the 
memory of the last race at Macclesfield which was run at a 
frenetic speed over the entire distance by people who have 
now thankfully be promoted to c-grade. 
 
The slow pace was evidenced by the fact that at the first turn 
around the small e-grade pack seemed to be gaining.  At this 
stage Ted McCoy and Sam Bruzzese decided enough was 
enough and attached the steep hill after the turn putting the 
whole pack into the red zone but everyone managed to stay 
together.  There were a few more surges but nothing too 
serious until the hill up to the finish line where Cube Taylor 
took a turn and set his customary punishing pace but could not 

create a big enough gap to escape the pack regrouping in the 
neutral zone.  We knew were in trouble when Jim Swainston, 
who was officiating, yelled out from the side of the road 
“encouraging Cube to give it to them”.  Jim has been monitoring 
Cube’s improving form at the Wednesday Kew races. 
 
The second lap was more like it with most people taking a turn 
and the pack maintained a generally high pace.  Ted and Sam 
again took full advantage of their light stature to storm up the 
steep hill after the far turnaround.  Still, at this stage though, no 
one had been dropped from the pack.  Approaching the end of the 
second lap Ian Smith decided it was time to see if he could create 
a break.  There was a lot of puffing and blowing but again no 
cigar at the top turn, deciding not to give up Ian went for it again 
as soon as the regroup Okay call was made by Richard Dobson.  
Unfortunately for our handicapper - Peter Mackie, he’d decided 
that that was a good time to have a bit of a blow and a drink, he 
was caught by the surge and was quickly dropped.  Not a good 
political move Richard and Ian!!  Ian managed to break the pack 
at this stage and had Cube with him.  They got out to a 200m lead 
but the pack bunkered down and wheeled them in over the next 
few kilometres so everyone was together again for the final turn. 
 
Up the hill after that outbound turn and you guessed it Ted and 
Sam bolted to the front.  Ted got a 20 meter gap on the pack but 
realised it would be hard to stay out there and slowed down.  The 
run home was almost bizarre, no one wanted to lead.  Ian went 
out for a while and no one would take over until he slowed to less 
than 20km at which point the hard working Andrew Buchanan 
jumped in.  The real question was where was Cube.  Normally at 
this stage he is going hammer and tongs but not this day.  He did 
his bit but no more than everyone else (Damn those tactical Kew 
mid week races).  
 
So it was that the pack crawled to the final hill to the finish all 
tightly together. With the finish line in sight the pack fanned out 
eight abreast across the road at which stage a car came over the 
crest towards the group so the riders on the right had to quickly 
pull back to the left.  When this was sorted Cube made his charge 
and cleared our to a 3 length lead.  The rest gave chase notably 
Ted, Ian, Andrew and Darren but Cube was too strong and 
finished two lengths ahead of Ian with another length to Darren 
who beat a fading Ted by inches. 
 
It was a good day’s racing and thanks go out to the organisers; 
especially the traffic marshals at the outbound turn who had to 
put up with the strong smell of chicken poo from the adjacent 
farm, all afternoon. 
 

e-grade 
 
No report. 
 

f-grade 
 
No race.  
 

 
 



Results           Aggregate 

 First Second Third     

b-grade (10) Brian Gray Glen Pascall Richard Harvey  JC Wilson D 46 

c-grade (11) Marc Ramsdale Bruce Hawker Chris Ellenby  Dave Ryan C 45 

d-grade (9) Cube Taylor Ian Smith Darren Woolhouse  Guy Green A 39 

e-grade (3) Ron Stranks JC Wilson Neil Cartledge  Rob Amos A 36 

f-grade (0)     Chris Ellenby C 36 

 Jim Swainston B 36 

 Cube Taylor C 36 

 David Holt A 35 

 Graeme Parker D 35 

 Steve Ross A 35 

 Martin Stalder B 35 

 Ron Stranks E 35 

 Ian Smith B 34 

 

Officials 
Thanks to Peter Mackie and Ron Stranks on the desk taking entries.  Thanks to the helpers 
on the day; John Thompson, Martin Stalder, Owen Anstey, Jim Swainston, Jeff Smith, Paul 
Verheijden, Peter Stanley and Alex filling in for Phil Smith, Peter Shanahan, Greg Lipple 
and Keith Bowen.  Also thanks to Richard Dobson who manages the duty roster and 
ensures we have enough people on the day for our races, to JC Wilson for bringing the 
trailer along and to David Ryan who was on hand again with cold drinks. 
     

 
Note : Members rostered for marshal or traffic control duties must be at the circuit at least one hour before the scheduled start 

time to assist with the setting up of the course. 

 

Team’s            Aggregate 

    Individual Pts  Team Pts 

1st  Justin Davis  Omara cycles  Peter Howard (D/EC) 44  Doherty's/Eltham Cycles 75 

2
nd

  Stefan Kirsch  Doherty/Eltham cycles  Justin Davis (OC) 27  Adriatic 53 

3
rd

  Phil Smith  Adriatic  Tony Chandler (A) 20  Omara Cycles 40 

4
th

  Trevor Coulter Team Degani  Gerard Donnelly (C/TFM) 19  Celtic / TFM 32 

5
th

  Michael Hay Croydon Cycleworks  Michael Hay (CC/P-a-P) 18  Croydon Cycleworks / 30 

6
th

  Jamie Steward Adriatic  Guy Green (D/EC) 16  Pick-a-Part  

7
th

   Guy Green Doherty/Eltham cycles  Trevor Coulter (TD) 14  Velocino Cycles 19 

8
th

  Jamie Goddard Velocino Stefan Kirsch (D/EC) 12  Team Degani 15 

9
th

  Rob Amos Velocino 

 

Rob Amos (VC) 11  Bicycle Super Store 0 

10
th

  Nigel Kimber Omara cycles  Phil Smith (A) 10    

 

Eastern Vets Program 
Sunday September 5 2:00pm METEC Graded Scratch Races 

Saturday September 11 2:00pm Kernot # Graded Scratch Races # 

Saturday September 18 2:00pm METEC Graded Scratch Races 

Sunday September 26 2:00pm Don Road * # Hill Climb * #  & Teams Race * # 

Monday September 27 7:30pm Maroondah Club General Meeting 
      

Tuesday October 5, 19 6:30pm METEC Graded Scratch Races. 

Wednesday   10:00am The Loop – Yarra Boulevard Scratch Races + post race coffee 

Note : Graded Scratch Race entries are accepted on the day up to 15 minutes before the advertised race start time. 
* Handicap entries close the Tuesday before the race.  Riders entering a handicap MUST pay the entry fee regardless of 
   participation.  Fees are due on race day, entrants will NOT be allowed to start in any EVCC race until fees have been 
   paid. 
No late entries will be accepted for either scratch races or handicaps.  Entries to handicaps can be submitted via e-mail to 
the handicapper or on any race day prior to the event. 
# Tail lights are a requirement for all EVCC Road events. 

 



Northern Vets Program 
Sunday September 5 9:30am Yellow Box Drv, Somerville Graded Scratch Races 

Sunday September 12 9:30am Toolernvale TT (16k) & Graded Scratch Races (32k) 

Sunday September 19 10:00am East Trentham Pig & Whistle h’cap (44k) 

Sunday September 26 10:00am Avenel Road (Seymour) Vin Nuttal handicap (64k) 

 Gippsland Vets Program 
Sunday September 5 10:00am Kernot Graded Scratch Races 

Sunday October 10 10:00am Kernot Graded Scratch Races 

Victorian Veterans Cycling Council Program 
Sunday September 12 10:00am Learmonth Eureka Open Closed 

Saturday October 2 9:30am Paraparap Stan Howard memorial h’cap 22/9 - $20 

Note : Entries can be made on-line through the VVCC website or are to be on the appropriate VVCC Open entry form (available 
on VVCC website) and are to be accompanied by the requisite fee. 

 

Other Results, etc.: 
 

For your calendar 
 

Date Location Event 

12/9/2010 Whittlesea Degani Kinglake Ride 
- http://www.supersprint.com.au/events/degani-kinglake-ride-2010.aspx 

17/10/2010 Melbourne Around the Bay in a Day  
Nigel Kimber is doing the 250k option and will be coordinating an EVCC group. 

27/11/2010 New 
Zealand 

Wattyl – Lake Taupo Cycle Challenge 
Mal Jones on 0412 569 100 or email mal@shotproperty.com.au 

 
 

Committee Matters: 
 
AT the EVCC general meeting on Monday night it was passed that from 1/1/2011 tail-lights will be compulsory at all Eastern Vets 
road races, lights should be of sufficient brightness as to be seen from 200m away. 
 
 

******************* 


