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th

Race report

The early arrivers were greeted with an essentially dry circuit,
a bit of gravel on a couple of corners to clear and a few
puddles to empty.  The wind was fairly strong, blowing up the
finish straight and the weather, well, not looking the best.  The
saints certainly weren't smiling on Saturday, it threatened to
reign cats and mogs and cycling was a questionable pursuit. 
Having cleared the circuit of most of the gravel Nigel was just
sweeping the water from the last of the puddles along the
traffic light straight when the rain started. Cutting his losses
and leaving the chickens to run free Nigel headed to the shelter
of the sheds where a handful of members were gathered
discussing things of import.
 
A small window in the weather and the decision was made to
let the ladies have their day, a small group heading out to race
whatever interval the conditions allowed around the small
circuit whilst their male counterparts sought shelter wherever
they could to either watch and support the fairer gender,
calling helpful hints of 'only an hour to go' each time the small
group passed, or remained under cover talking the barbeque
talk.

Ladies

It was a small but select group who set off for 20-30 minutes
of racing; three newcomers; Carol, Catrin and Chriss, under
the tutelage and care of Juanita Cadd.  Late entrant Louise
McKimmie electing to chase a 400m deficit around the 700m
circuit, as a bit of a warm up, rather than wait for the group to
come by.  The early laps of the race dominated by Juanita as
she led the peleton at a none too serious pace, the others
content to echelon behind, saving their energies for what
would undoubtedly be a sprint finish.  Louise struggling to find
a wheel often finding herself in the wind and Chriss Gullace
losing a couple of metres in the opening laps struggled to close
the gap but defiantly held on to the peleton in the hope they'd
back off a bit and allow her to hook back on.
 
Around half expected race duration, and just as Chriss found
the back of the peleton, Louise put in an effort down the finish
straight that seriously stretched the bunch and tested
everybody’s resolve.  Despite having spent the bulk of the
preceding laps on the front Juanita was up to the challenge and

Chris, having sensibly not spent too much in getting back onto the
peleton also having enough to match what Louise had thrown
down.  As the race crossed the finish line it was in two distinct
groups, Louise, Juanita and Chriss followed a couple of seconds
later by Catrin Harris and Carol Ross.  The scene was set, the
breakaway group had the opportunity to consolidate, the chasers
had the job ahead to get back into the race. 
 
In a shock to all watching Juanita lost contact with the lead group
half way through the lap and returned to the chase group - three
chasing two, the odds swinging in favour of the chase.  Having
recouped, and rallying Katrina and Carol, Juanita led the chase
back to the break and it was all together again as the skies
threatened to dampen proceedings.
 
With the race surely soon to end no-one in the peleton was going
to allow another break to get away and the five swapped off turns
to ensure nobody did a runner.  Meanwhile discussions on the
finish line concerning the weather were interrupted by the first
spots of rain.  The decision was taken to give the girls two to go
next time they crossed the line.  As the race rounded the last
corner and headed toward the line, and ‘two to go’, the spots
turned to a steady stream prompting a quick change of plan, the
bell hastily pulled from its resting place and swung into action. 
 
As if stung by the noise Louise jumped away, Juanita and Chriss
responding in turn and it was a strung out group of three followed
by the pairing of Carol and Catrin.  Through the last lap Juanita
pursued Louise relentlessly as Chriss pursued them.  Into the
finish straight the top three were decided, just the order was
unknown.  As Louise led the sprint, Juanita closed and Chriss
buried herself in an effort to bridge the slowly growing gap.  On
the line it was too close for the judges to call, Juanita and Louise
crossing together followed a couple of seconds later by Chriss. 

With the podium decided the track was opened up for the last
riders to fight their own battle.  Out of the last corner Catrin came
off Carol's wheel, the pair racing side by side down the straight,
Catrin edging forward and taking the lead with fifty metres to go. 
Did Carol have a response?  ……………………….. Ah, no.
Catrin pushing it all the way to the line finished fourth as Carol
cruised across the line for fifth.
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Results

First Third Fourth Fifth

Ladies (5) Juanita Cadd
Louise McKimmie

Chriss Gullace Catrin Harris Carol Ross

Officials
Thanks to Ryan Green (son of Guy), Rob Harris and the other road-sweepers who swept the circuit, and to Matt White and Nigel
Kimber on the line.  Also thanks to Richard Dobson who manages the duty roster and ensures we have enough people on the day
for our races, to JC Wilson who brought the trailer along and Ian Smith who was on hand with the drinks.
Note : Members rostered for marshal or traffic control duties must be at the circuit at least one hour before the scheduled start

time to assist with the setting up of the course.  (but bring your bike, you just never know)

Current Aggregate Standings (to 1/10/2009)

Points Points Points

John C Wilson 60 Sam Bruzzese 37 Thorkild Muurholm 33

Paul Kelly 53 Guy Green 37 Steven Ross 33

Darren Smith 51 David Holt 37 Graham Cadd 31

Trevor Coulter 48 Graeme Parker 37 Geoff Cranstone 31

Richard Dobson 48 Anthony Gullace 36 Mal Jones 31

Neil Cartledge 44 David McCormack 36 Charles Lethbridge 31

Jim Swainston 42 Leigh Bailey 35 Les McLean 31

Rob Amos 40 Justin Davis 33 Frank Nyhuis 31

Matthew Robinson 38 Nigel Kimber 33

Eastern Vets Program

Saturday October 3 2:00pm Casey Fields Graded Scratch Races

Sunday October 4 9:00am National Boulevard Northern v Eastern Scratch Races

Saturday October 10 2:00pm Yarra Junction Club Championships

Saturday October 17 2:00pm Steels Creek Royce Bennet memorial handicap

Saturday October 24 2:00pm Killara Rd Graded Scratch Races

Monday October 26 8:00pm Maroondah Club General Meeting

Tuesday Oct
Nov

20, 27
3, 24

6:00pm METEC Graded Scratch Races
Note : No entry to circuit before 5:00pm

Wednesday 10:00am The Loop – Yarra Boulevard Scratch Races + post race coffee

Note : Graded Scratch Race entries are accepted on the day up to 15 minutes before the advertised race start time.
* Handicap entries close the Tuesday before the race.  Riders entering a handicap MUST pay the entry fee regardless of
   participation.  Fees are due on race day, entrants will NOT be allowed to start in any EVCC race until fees have been
   paid.
No late entries will be accepted for either scratch races or handicaps.  Entries to handicaps can be submitted via e-mail to
the handicapper or on any race day prior to the event.

Northern Vets Program
Sunday October 4 9:00am National Boulevard Northern v Eastern Scratch Races

Sunday October 11 10:00am Avenal Rd (Seymour) Vin Nuttall handicap (64k)

Sunday October 18 9:30am South Gisborne Graded Scratch Races

Sunday October 25 10:00am East Trentham Pig & Whistle handicap (44k)

Gippsland Vets Program
Sunday October 11 10:00am Kernot (Melways 512 S10) 46k scratch races

Victorian Veterans Cycling Council Program
Sunday October 4 10:00am Paraparap Stan Howard Memorial handicap Closed

Sunday October 24 10:00am Camperdown Bill Long Camperdown to Warrnambool 19/10 - $20

Note : Entries are to be on the appropriate VVCC Open entry form (available on VVCC website) and are to be accompanied by
the requisite fee.



Other Results, etc.:

For your calendar

Date Location Event

11/10/2009 Ballarat Herald Sun Tour Challenge (AGF benefiting charity)
- http://www.heraldsuntour.com.au/index.php?id=264

18/10/2009 Melbourne Around the Bay in a Day.

3/1/2010 Geelong Amy’s Ride
- http://www.amygillett.org.au

24/1/2010 Bright Audax Alpine Classic
- http://audax.org.au/public/

7/3/2010 Falls Creek BV - Alpine attack, 230k.  Registrations open 1/9/2009 - $150
- www.bv.com.au/great-rides/42359

13-14/3/2010 Mansfield SCODY High Country Cycle Challenge
- http://www.bikevents.com.au

27/3/2010 Torquay Great Ocean & Otway Classic Ride
- http://www.supersprint.com.au/

Committee Matters:

From September’s general meeting.

VVCC Referees;

The VVCC are looking for state accredited referees to be available to assist with officiating at open events, to this end they have
requested each club provide the names of two referees.

The club is offering the opportunity to interested members to put their names forward.

What is required?
- A modicum of common sense.
- A desire to help the VVCC run safe and fair races for its members.
- A knowledge of the rules and regulations under which the VVCC conducts its races
- A knowledge of state road laws
- Assist at a couple of opens each year, ostensibly the Eastern Vets Open (Rob Graham) and probably one other event, most

likely being  the South Pacific/State Championships in Maryborough at Easter
What’s involved?
- Minimal training, assisting a current referee at one or two races to prove above requirements and to learn what the role entails.

All costs involved in fulfilling the role of referee at an open event will be reimbursed by the VVCC.

If you are interested, or desire further information, talk to one of your VVCC delegates; Nigel Frayne, Nigel Kimber or Matt
White.

2010 Fees;

Due to the increases in costs the club has unfortunately had to raise the cost of membership for next year.  The fees for next year
have been set at $140 for full membership.  Membership forms will be available on the EVCC and VVCC web sites shortly, and
should be available from club officials at race meetings.  If accessing forms through the web, print the form out, fill it in
completely, accurately and legibly and bring it along to a race meeting with a cheque or cash.

*******************


