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Duty roster 

23 April, Casey Fields 
Tony Curulli (R), Roy Clark, 
Steve Ross 
 
30 April, Casey Fields 
Nigel Kimber (R) 
 
If rostered for duty, you must be there 
at least 1 hour before start time. It’s 
your responsibility to find a replacement 
if unable to do your duty, then advise 
Andrew Buchanan, 
tiptop2@optusnet.com.au  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Editor: Nick Tapp 
nick.tapp@detail-ed.com.au  

 

 

 

Just a quiet week. A couple of race reports from METEC, and details of the club’s 
winter kit and how to get some.  
This Saturday sees the Club Criterium Championships at Casey Fields. Best of 
luck to all competitors, and also to those heading to Lancefield on Monday for the 
Benghazi Anzac Day Open, hosted by Northern. Lest we forget. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Troops from the Australian 2/2nd Infantry Battalion rush through the streets of Bardia, Libya, 1941.  
Photo: Australian War Memorial 
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Graded sctratch races, METEC, 16 April 

 

Grade 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 

A grade (13) Steve Ross John Clarkson Jean-Philippe Leclercq  

B grade (13) Darren Smith Paul Firth Doug Reynolds  

C grade (17) David Halliday Adam Dymond Darren Woolhouse Tony Curulli 

D grade (12) Peter Gray Keith Wade Harry Hibgame  

E grade (6) Mark Granland Max Michaelson Laurie Bohn  

F grade (3) Rod Goodes John Eddy Clive Wright  

 
B grade 
With the sky looking a bit suss, and maybe the 
wind played a hand, numbers were down to just 
thirteen. Easy race? Not likely! 
A smooth start, as riders aimed to settle in, but it 
didn’t last too long as the pedals turned faster, the 
corners came up progressively quicker and we all 
kept an eye on the weather to see if we would 
make it to the 20-minute ‘we have a race’ 
scenario. Thankfully the weather gods were kind, 
and the opportunity was there to see whether our 
group would stay together. Most riders at some 
stage arrived at the front, some for solid turns of a 
full lap or more, and the pace stayed pretty high – 
at least it felt like it did. So, clearly, when the A-
grade break passed us twice, they were really 
hitting their straps. 
Forty minutes in and finally it looked like the 
group would start to splinter: a split, a regroup, 
another split, another regroup. But timed rolled on 
and when Darren Smith hinted at another attempt 
to finally break up the group, it seemed like a 
good idea at the time. Five minutes, he said, and 
it was going to be on! 

Just when I was thinking this might hurt, the bell 
rang, all thoughts of one final attack were 
forgotten, and I quickly looked for Paul Firth’s 
wheel. Yes he did fall a couple of days earlier at 
the Loop, but looked in pretty good shape to me. 
Darren suddenly found himself in front at half a 
lap to go, not usually a good place to be. I was 
pretty sure Paul would attack on the hill, so lined 
up ready to follow. He did, and I didn’t. Paul 
jumped a bit too quick, Darren seized the 
opportunity and swung across to Paul’s wheel, 
right where I had been hoping to be, and I settled 
onto Darren’s wheel – still a pretty good position, I 
thought. 
Paul opened up pretty early, the tiring bunch 
started to string out, Darren held firm and I hoped 
they had both gone way too early. Into the 
straight and Paul seemed to accelerate again, but 
Darren was obviously feeling pretty good too, 
coming off Paul’s wheel as the finish line arrived, 
to take a good solid win, Paul finishing 2nd and 
me – well, I managed to hang onto Darren’s 
wheel, sort of, to get into the money in 3rd. 
All round, a good solid workout, with the smaller 
field probably making it a little harder than usual. 



 

 

The rain held off, finally coming just after I arrived 
home an hour or so later so, all up, a good day 
and a good result. 

Doug Reynolds 

D grade 
The rain on the plain drives us mainly insane. 
(Anon.) 

Dark clouds with a threat of rain, seemed to have 
had an influence on tactics adopted by the 12 D-
grade riders at METEC last Saturday. The pre-
race briefing, combined with light drizzle on the 
neutral lap, suggested racing might be shorter 
and more dangerous than usual. Consequently, 
riders were not prepared to commit to a long-term 
breakaway. Sooner or later, a sprint finish was 
likely to determine the race outcome. 
The majority of the D-grade bunch were riders 
who have often competed on Tuesday evenings 
and therefore know well each other’s strengths 
and weaknesses on this circuit. Surges of pace 
were fairly regular, followed by a few slow laps. 
Ken Allan was the principal antagonist, assisted 
on occasions by Zen Gawronski, Robert Lackey 
and Paula McGovern. Most riders did a short turn 
on the front, preferring not to fatigue their legs too 
early. Chris Norbury defied that conservative 
approach to control the race from the front for 
most of the last 15 minutes. 

I think Paula had had enough of these cat-and-
mouse tactics and decided to lift the tempo with 
about three laps to go. Zen was the next to test 
the ‘waters’ with a false attack, drawing Peter 
Gray off Chris’s wheel and out of his comfort 
zone. Ken also reacted and urged Zen to follow 
but he was unable, giving Ken a significant 20 m 
gap during the penultimate lap. Les Robertson (I 
think it was) took off after him in order to shut 
down the attack, followed by Peter a short time 
later. It was well timed as it left many oxygen-
deficient and wishing they hadn’t just heard the 
bell. 
Meanwhile, several quiet players were preparing 
to unleash their energies when it counted most. 
Nick Hainal attacked on the ‘Bump’, to generate 
sufficient velocity to establish an important gap to 
Ken and Peter, as they entered the S-bend at 
high pace. The chasers took a couple of hundred 
metres to catch Nick. As the bunch exited the 
final bend, Peter accelerated at the right time and 
place to finish just ahead of Keith Wade, with a 
rapidly closing Harry Hibgame in 3rd place. 
Thanks to officials, marshals and Nigel for being 
barman. (or should that be ‘refreshment person’?) 
A special thank you to Mr Rain for staying away. 

Peter Gray 

 

 

Wednesday criterium at the Loop, Kew, 20 April 
 

Division 1st 2nd 3rd 

Division 1 (16) Rob Lewis Fraser Short (N) Chris Ellenby 

Division 2 (10) John Hasouras (N) Peter Morris Quentin Frayne 

Division 3 (8) Peter Gray Dean Niclasen  Dan Ives 

Division 4 (8) Ian Buckingham (N) G. Austin (N) Laurie Bohn 

Thanks to Keith Bowen and his merry men for setting up and running proceedings. 
 



 

 

News etc. 

Chillier weather is just around the corner. Now is the time to order your winter riding gear!  
Place your order by emailing davemacq@bigpond.com by Saturday 30 April 2016. 

 

 

     VeloEx Arm Warmers – Roubaix Fleece lined. $30 

 

 

     VeloEx Leg Warmers – Roubaix Fleece lined. $50 

 

 

 

     VeloEx Knee Warmers – Roubaix Fleece lined. $25 

     Reflective logo 

 

 

 

     Eastern Wind Vest – $60 

 

 

 

 

 

      Eastern Long Sleeve Jersey – $70 

 

 

http://www.bikegearnow.com/product/21/VeloEx-Arm-Warmers.htm
http://www.bikegearnow.com/product/22/VeloEx-Leg-Warmers.htm
http://www.bikegearnow.com/product/31/Knee-Warmers.htm
mailto:davemacq@bigpond.com


 

 

 

Future events 
 

Eastern Vets 
For other events, please refer to page 1 of this newsletter, or go to http://easternvets.com/roster/  

Note: Graded Scratch Race entries are accepted on the day up to 15 minutes before the advertised race start time. Handicap 
entries close the Tuesday before the race. Riders entering a handicap MUST pay the entry fee regardless of participation. Fees are 
due on race day; entrants will NOT be allowed to start in any EVCC race until fees have been paid. 
No late entries will be accepted for either scratch races or handicaps. Entries to handicaps can be submitted via e-mail to the 
handicapper or on any race day prior to the event. 

Northern Vets 

For more details go to http://www.northerncycling.com/  

Training rides 
 

 

Day/Time/Place Route Style Contact 

Tuesdays 9:30 am 
(9:00 am during DST) 

Main Yarra Trail (meet 
under Burke Road 
overpass) 

Under Burke Road on 
Main Yarra Trail to 
Southbank via Yarra 
Boulevard and bike paths 
along the river and return 

Social, bike paths and 
roads, coffee @ 
Southbank 

Keithb33@optusnet.com.au 

Sunday mornings 

Beach Road Ride. Leave 
8.00 am sharp. 
Meet at Peanut Farm 
Reserve, cnr Blessington 
& Chaucer Sts, St Kilda 

Ride along Beach Rd to 
Frankston. 10 min stop. 
Then ride back to St Kilda 
(approx. 65 km) 

Social ride, coffee back at 
St Kilda 

 

Saturday mornings 
(7.30 am) and 
Sundays/public holidays 
(8.00 am) 

Meet at Ringwood Clock 
towers, Maroondah Hwy, 
Ringwood 

Maroondah Hwy to 
Carlton for coffee, then 
return 

Fast social  

http://easternvets.com/roster/
http://www.northerncycling.com/


 

 

Sponsors 
 

  
  

  
 


