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Duty roster 

12 March, Dunlop Road 
Nigel Kimber (R), Peter Webb 
(TC), Andrew Neilsen (TC), Ray 
Russo (TC), Ken Bone, Gary 
Wishart, Sam Bruzzese, Chris 
Hughson, Tony Chandler, Tim 
Crowe, Peter Webster, Steph 
Coulsen, Ross Gardiner, Darren 
Woolhouse, Daniel Couzens, 
Anthony Gullace 
 
19 March, Yarra Glen  
Richard Dobson (R), David 
Brown (TC), Zenon Gawronski 
(TC), Peter Brann, Michael 
Cleary, Geoff Cranstone, Alan 
Hicks, Greg Chamberlain, Mark 
Edwards, Grant Greenhalgh  
 
If rostered for duty, you must be there 
at least 1 hour before start time. It’s 
your responsibility to find a replacement 
if unable to do your duty, then advise 
Andrew Buchanan, 
tiptop2@optusnet.com.au  
 

Editor: Nick Tapp 
nick.tapp@detail-ed.com.au  

 

 

 

Lots more good reading this week from last Saturday at Casey Fields. Thanks to 
everyone who contributed race reports, and also to David McCormack for news of 
the upcoming South Pacific Championships. Entries for the SPCs close this Friday 
11 March, so be quick if you want to sign up. More details are inside. 
This Saturday we’re at Dunlop Road. What will the weather do? Will it be summer 
or winter? Who will attack? Who will close the gaps? Who will win the sprint? 
Whether it’s you or not, I hope your day of racing is safe and rewarding. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

John Williams (centre, in 
Eastern jersey) and Geoff 
O’Loghlen (right) line up 
at the start of last 
month’s Wellington to 
Auckland cycle race. 
Geoff’s report was in last 
week’s newsletter. John’s 
stage-by-stage account 
starts next week. 
Photo: John Williams 
collection 
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Graded scratch races, Casey Fields, 5 March 

 

Grade 1st 2nd 3rd 

A grade (8) Jean-Philippe Leclercq Rob Amos Steve Ross 

B grade (12) John Thomson Darren Smith Ross Tinkler 

C grade (12) Tony Curulli David Halliday Darren Woolhouse 

D grade (13) Mark Picozzi Ken Allan Paula McGovern 

E grade (5) Ray Watts Alan Sandford Jim Swainston 

F grade (5) Petra Niclasen Katrina Bolmat John Eddy 

 
A grade 
Straight after the neutral lap, Phil Smith was 
attacking, and the guys were on his tail. For the 
first 30 minutes, it was mainly Phil and Rob Amos 
who were attacking, with all riders chasing. I was 
staying at the back, watching and waiting for an 
opportunity to go. I have seen this so many times 
at Casey: it’s very difficult to break away when 
riders are of similar strength and there is little 
wind. It was the case today … 

So I kept staying at the back, even creating some 
gaps and letting other riders chase. Twice, while 
leaving gaps, I almost tricked myself. Around 
minute 30, Rob took off and managed to gap the 
bunch. I was at the back and watching, very 
closely. After just over a lap, Rob had a good 
200 metres gap, the bunch was slowing down 
and watching each other (it’s tricky when this 
happens – what are we doing, guys, who’s going 
to chase …?) 
I thought, this is now or never, so from the back I 
took off (almost as a sprint) and hoping for the 
bunch not to chase me. Lucky me, the bunch did 
not react, so it was now me and the bike, full gas 

until I could reach Rob. I think Rob slowed down 
a bit when he saw me coming up behind. When I 
reached Rob, we immediately started to roll. 
Rolling with Rob was very effective, we were 
swapping evenly and about every 300 metres. 
We had made a comfortable gap to the guys 
behind and kept it safe. Behind, we could see 
Phil, Steve Ross and Ray Russo, who could not 
separate each other. 
On the last lap, I attacked but Rob got on to me 
almost straight away. Rob responded nicely with 
a counterattack but this did not succeed either. 
So it was Rob and myself for the final sprint. As 
we were approaching the finishing line, I 
remembered that Rob got me in the sprint a few 
weeks ago (at Dunlop Road), I was a bit unsure 
of my sprint today (would Rob get me again?) On 
the last corner I started to sprint, with Rob just 
behind me, I went full gas hoping for the best and 
this time I got it  

Jean-Philippe Leclercq 

  



 

 

C grade (I) 
Let’s just say chatting in the neutral lap can either 
lead to glory or to disappointment. 
I shall begin with taking advantage of the neutral 
lap to find out how things are with everyone and 
who is up for a chat. See what new faces there 
are and who the placegetters are likely to be. 
Turns out Darren Woolhouse and I had a similar 
idea for a race plan. That was to sprint hard from 
the completion of the neutral lap and make a 
break. We weren’t the only ones to be thinking 
like that, because as we made our inconspicuous 
move towards the front, and after crossing the 
line, Dean Niclasen decided he was going. Well, 
the two of us just jumped on his tail and sprinted. 
Sensing we may have got a surprise jump on the 
bunch, I checked and noticed we had one more in 
tow, that being Tony Curulli. The four of us kept 
up a big drive to get away, rotating turns and ever 
so slowly pulling away. As you round certain 
corners you can check to see if your break is 
increasing or you are just maintaining the gap. 
We had about a 10 second gap fairly quickly and 
just kept up the drive. We looked back at one 
stage and the chasing bunch was still there 
around 50 metres back.  
A couple of minutes later we had another member 
join our group of five in David Halliday. Gee, he 
must have had a burst of energy, as one minute 
we were four, then suddenly we were five. Damn, 
the thought of the bunch now being closer was 
entering our minds. But rounding the next bend 
we noticed we had actually increased our lead. 
What a relief. The five of us kept riding hard and 
continued rotating turns. Constant chat and 
motivation from us all kept the break going strong. 
After about half an hour we lost a carriage, the 
man who started it all. We said goodbye to Dean 
as he trailed off the back.  
Onwards we rode. 
What some saw as a cheeky smile on my face, 
but was in fact a serious grimace, drew a return 
poke of the tongue from one of the chasing group. 
Someone may have been a little bit disappointed 
at not being included in the neutral lap discussion 
…  

Fifteen minutes further in, we seemed to be doing 
comfortably, judging by the fact that we had a 
lead now of nearly half a lap. We still kept rolling 
and rotating as we went, even allowing Darren to 
have a couple of stints to recover at the back. 
Each of us was keeping an eye on the others, I 
suppose checking to see if anyone was ready to 
surge. Each surge or increased effort was 
certainly kept in check.  
Knowing my place in the pecking order, I had 
resigned myself to be the fourth wheel in 
auspicious company. Casey Fields does lend 
itself to great opportunities to race, to break away 
and even to get back on. 
The bell rang and we crossed the line for our last 
lap. Rotating turns soon stopped and I found 
myself driving the train. Knowing now the three 
gentlemen behind were gearing up for a sprint 
finish, I pressed on, keeping the pace high and 
keeping them honest. We were after all nearly 
three-quarters of a lap ahead of the chasers. We 
rounded the last bend and onto the sprint finish. 
Well, my earlier resignation to finishing 4th was 
certainly borne out. Whoosh! whoosh! whoosh! as 
the three screamed past. I kept thinking to myself, 
how great was that, to be part of a breakaway 
from the first lap and maintain it until the finish. 
(Handicapper, please note: I didn’t take a podium 
spot.) 
Seeing Tony take 1st, David 2nd and Darren 3rd 
was just a little bit special for me. It gave me 
confidence that I can ride hard and fast if the 
need arises again, and I can maintain it for a 
while as well. 
We all met up at the finish line to watch the other 
races finish. It was here that the three gentlemen 
proposed that we split the prize money for the 
race four ways. Wow! Totally unexpected and 
very humbling. Thank you, guys, for your 
generosity, I know it is really not about the money 
and it is about the racing, but can I say thanks, 
you made me feel very happy. 
One thing I have learned is that chatting in the 
neutral lap can have great benefits or missed 
opportunities. Sorry, Kym. 

Adrian Dickinson 



 

 

C grade (II) 
‘… and the bunch captain for C grade today is 
Kym Petersen.’ 
I couldn’t help raise my arms in triumph, in what 
turned out to be my only victory for the afternoon! 
Truer words were never spoken as we rolled on 
for the obligatory neutral lap. A healthy level of 
banter from the bunch, my usual chatter to the 
guys surrounding me. 
Little did I know there were earnest words being 
exchanged behind us, some were plotting their 
race and were about to blow the bunch to pieces. 
My mental calmness was just returning after the 
previous week’s crucifying mark in the Open 
Handicap at ‘Lake’ Learmonth, when BANG! 
Four speeds of lightning came shooting past the 
bunch as we approached the end of our neutral 
lap. I was probably still mid-sentence but my 
words were left hanging in the breeze. 
Dean, Adrian, Tony and Darren we shall name 
said lightning bolts. Or co-conspirators in the 
bunch. They easily put a nice gap into us and we 
were left scrambling with no organised chase. 
Perhaps everyone was left in shock, like me; we 
were just too slow to respond. 
Or if they were waiting for me to do the chasing, I 
was too slow to respond and didn’t fancy my 
chances of closing a gap into a wind. Man legs I 
ain’t, and besides which, where is the art of 
chivalry when you need it? Damsel in distress 
and all? 
Next thing we had another lightning bolt shoot 
forth from our group; this time it was David 
Halliday. His turn of speed to exit our 
disorganised bunch was so fierce that again he 
was next to sail away. With this impressive effort 
he joined the front runners who were now a solid 
bunch of five. 
So on it went, the five leaders putting more 
distance between us and looking to be a very 
well-oiled unit. Given the course, it was possible 
to see just how much in front they were for most 
of the race – disheartening, to say the least. 
However, we were just not organised in our 
efforts to close down the gap. We needed to be 

working harder than the front group, and while we 
were all rolling turns, the deficit was too great to 
reduce. At one point, Dean drifted back from the 
front group to rejoin our motley crew, but the drift 
kept going and I recall seeing him on the sidelines 
at some point. The earlier pace of the lightning 
bolts must have taken a toll. 
Onto the bell lap and the race was already run 
and won up ahead; however, we had our pride 
and of course felt the need to sprint for the minor 
places. Just ’cause we can and because I’m 
working on my man legs ;-) 
Thanks all for a safe race, with a bit of early 
entertainment. Well done to the placegetters, 
you’ve used your element of surprise card and 
this bunch captain will be paying more attention 
next time. 
Well done also to my dear Dad, Barry, who has 
rejoined Eastern at the ripe age of 73. Most will 
have seen him around the club in recent times, 
he’s always been a great supporter of his kids 
competing. This was his first race back in F 
grade. We first joined the club together in 2002, 
and when I took a break to have my children, he 
also had a break. I’ve encouraged him to have 
another go and it was great to see him pin a 
number on, don his purple shower cap and get 
out there amongst the action. Love his spirit! 

Kym Petersen 

D grade (I) 
It’s my second race in D grade and the second 
time (sorry, guys) that they decided to make it a 
longer race. I hope I am not a bad omen! It was 
like an E-grade reunion: Zen, JC, Ken, Rob, Nick, 
Peter, Harry and myself. Thirteen of us roll out for 
our race. Colin was named bunch captain and I 
thought he would be a good wheel to follow 
(sorry, Col). We raced around and some of the 
surges were hard and fast, then we would slow 
down and regroup. Casey Fields was its 
traditional self – windy, which made it hard work 
on the inside of the track. A few of the guys had a 
dip and tested the strength of our legs. I was 
determined this week not to be the Coca Cola Yo-
Yo out the back and I stuck closely to Colin’s 
wheel. Geoff tried to shake us up a bit and made 



 

 

us work, but thankfully the reliable Colin jumped 
on his wheel and we caught him back. As the 
time ticked on we started to lose a few out the 
back. With two laps to go, I decided to have a 
crack as we entered the home straight up the hill. 
So I dug in and sprinted, half expecting the group 
to follow, but they didn’t. Uh-oh! I am in TT mode 
again! I took my chance. The super strong Ken 
then came after me and caught me up and we 
worked hard to stay away. In the distance we 
could see a group gaining on us. ‘Keep it going’ –  
we pushed on. If we were going to get caught, we 
would go down with a fight! But to our surprise it 
was one of the higher grades. We kept the 
hammer down but lurking in the back was a gold 
cap. Someone was after us! With half a lap to go, 
Ken is pulling a big turn into the wind and I am 
hanging on for dear life. We get caught! It was 
Mark (103) a visitor to our club. ‘Jump on my 
wheel!’ he tells us. Well, that was the last Ken 
and I saw of him! We never got on and Mark 
pulled away from us. Congrats Mark on the win. 
Ken was 2nd and yours truly 3rd. 

Paula McGovern 

D grade (II) 
Don’t count yer chickens before they hatch 

Fifty-five riders at Casey is not too bad these 
days, considering attendances in previous years 
were often boosted by the A-grade teams race. 
It’s been a while since D grade presented with the 
greatest number of starters (13). This was 
particularly comforting for one whose recent 
outings, at Casey and other venues, have 
resulted in many laps riden solo in strong winds, 
counting ducks and cranes. However, the 
expectation of being part of a larger bunch on the 
bell was to prove groundless in spite of a 
moderate Casey southerly wind and the 
protection offered by a tight-knit group. 
The first half 

Present were the usual D contenders, including 
Rob Devolle and Zenon Gawronski, rebuilding 
their confidence after a crash at METEC last year. 
The greater numbers required a higher level of 
concentration, which led to a reduced recall of the 
protagonists. During the first half, Zen, Geoff 

Cranstone, Nick Hainal, Colin Mortley and JC 
Wilson all decided at one time or another to liven 
things up with an attack, which invariably resulted 
in a lot of energy expended for no particular gain. 
The remainder of the bunch seemed content to 
conserve their energies for later. Neville 
Williamson was observed roaming forward and 
back in search of a nice place to sit, while Paula 
McGovern was very attentive but careful not to 
expose herself at the front unnecessarily. 
20 minutes to go 

A race-defining sustained attack took place 
following a significant drop in pace. I’m not sure 
who instigated it but it put many in the ‘red’. 
Content that I had not been lapped, I was able to 
observe the final lap from about half a lap back, 
but decided to solicit the help of Colin Mortley’s 
recollections of the finish. 
3 laps to go 

Paula took off and the bunch allowed her to get a 
reasonable lead. Colin, left on the front, pulled 
over, hoping someone else would take up the 
chase. That was not to be. Ken Allan decided it 
was time to show his cards and flew after Paula 
(see PS below), very quickly opening up a 
sizeable lead. 
1½ laps to go 

Mark Picozzi then decided it was his time to 
attack and yelled for Colin to follow. Colin dutifully 
did but could not match Mark’s speed. Mark easily 
overtook the two leaders to take a comfortable 
win over Ken by 20 metres, followed by Paula 
another 20 back. The remaining bunch of five, 
with very tired legs, some 70 metres further. 
Wrap-up 

Congratulations, Mark, and well done to all of 
D grade for a safe and interesting race. Thanks to 
Colin for his contribution. 
PS Later that evening I had visions of Paula, 
racing along a road with a dozen cop cars in hot 
persuit, like in the movie Thelma & Louise. Boy! 
Lucky Kym (alias Thelma) is riding C grade. 

Peter Gray 

  



 

 

E grade 
An interesting mix in our grade on Saturday – four 
old dogs thrown in with a big exuberant labrador. 
We don't see Alan Sandford, a former Eastern 
president, all that often but he showed he can still 
get around pretty well. On the strength of his 
sprint I thought of him as ‘nippy’ dog. Ray Watts is 
the labrador and Barry Ellem was the ‘worker’ 
dog, and about as lean as a kelpie. I was the 
‘bitsa’ dog picking up the bits left over. Ronnie 
was the dog in charge of the ‘dining car’, no doubt 
thinking, ‘I’ll fix these blokes up when we get to a 
few hills later in the year’. I had been dropped 
about the last six times at Casey so it was a 
fantastic relief to have a bunch that didn’t surge. 
We worked even turns right through after blocking 
up F grade on the second lap and getting some 
derogatory remarks about our backsides. 
We had a bit of excitement about halfway through 
when D grade passed us and one of their number 
almost wiped out Ray Watts by looking to the right 

but drifting to the left. A poor piece of riding! As 
we neared the bell, Barry did the pacing and 
gradually lifted the tempo and gave a smooth 
lead-out. Surprise, surprise, Alan was parked at 
second wheel – always in the right spot at the 
right time! Ray rolled up on the inside of Alan and 
I suggested he get out of there, otherwise he 
might be travelling via the infield. In all the years 
Alan and I have been racing, we had never 
sprinted against each other, and he did surprise 
me with his jump. Not a big gear man but he still 
twiddles very well. The big labrador ground him 
down with strength, however, and it was great to 
see Ray notch a win. He happily goes 
everywhere to race and is alway cheerful 
regardless of the result. I picked up the minor 
place but was very happy to get around. 
Thanks to all for putting the day together. A great 
ride by John Thomson in B grade! 

Jim Swainston

Tuesday night racing at METEC, 8 March 

There was no Tuesday racing at METEC this week because of the high temperatures. 
 

Wednesday criterium at the Loop, Kew, 9 March 
 

Division 1st 2nd 3rd 

Division 1 (10) Stephen Lane (G) Fraser Short (N) Peter Bertelsen 

Division 2 (7) Grant Farr John Williams Mark Edwards 

Division 3 (5) Andreas Weber Neil Cartledge Doug Page 

Division 4 (3) Laurie Bohn Barry Rodgers  

Thanks to Keith Bowen, Laurie Bohn, Barry Rodgers and Steve Barnard for setting up and running 
proceedings. 

  



 

 

News etc. 

 
South Pacific Championships 
Easter and the South Pacific Championships is just around the corner. A reminder that entries for the SPC 
close with the VVCC on Friday 11 March. 
Last year Eastern won two of the three available shields – the TT Aggregate and Criterium. We just missed 
out on the Road Race. It would be a great achievement to take the trifecta in 2016. To achieve this we 
need as many Eastern riders to enter as possible. 
This year’s program trials a different format, with graded road races on Friday, criteriums on Sunday, and 
the usual age-group sprints and time trials on Saturday. 
It’s a great way to spend Easter! 

 



 

 

Helpers needed 
The Eildon2Alex Multi-Sport Race, organised by Wes Hurrey and EVCC club sponsor SoulRider Spin 
Studio, is looking for some volunteers on 20 March to assist with marshalling at the event. Why not come 
up to Eildon for the day, help out at the event and then go for a ride over the EVCC road race course? Also, 
as a token of appreciation, anyone who helps out will get a SoulRider 7-ride pass, valued at $100. 
• Event: Eildon2Alex Multi-Sport Race 
• Date: 20/3/2016 
• Where: Eildon and surrounds 
• Time: 10.30 am to 1.30 pm, marshalling on the ride course 
• Qualifications required: None. Marshals do not do any traffic control, you are just there to let the 

competitors know a corner is coming up and to watch out for traffic. 
• You receive: A comprehensive event info and induction pack. Awesome volunteer food pack and  

7-ride pass from SoulRider! 
• Note: Earlier volunteer shifts are available on the run course from 9.30 am to 11.30 am if that suits. 
For more event details please go to www.eildon2alex.com.au. 
If interested in helping out at the event, please contact Wes on 0408 678 421 or via 
email: wes@soulrider.net.au. 
 
Wellington–Auckland cycle race, 14–20 February 2016 
Last week’s newsletter featured Geoff O’Loghlen’s overview of the seven-day Wellington to Auckland race. 
John Williams has written a more detailed account of how the race unfolded, day by day, stage by stage. 
Read John’s account of the first three days next week, with the rest to follow. 
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Future events 

 
Eastern Vets 
For other events, please refer to page 1 of this newsletter, or go to http://easternvets.com/roster/  

Note: Graded Scratch Race entries are accepted on the day up to 15 minutes before the advertised race start time. Handicap 
entries close the Tuesday before the race. Riders entering a handicap MUST pay the entry fee regardless of participation. Fees are 
due on race day; entrants will NOT be allowed to start in any EVCC race until fees have been paid. 
No late entries will be accepted for either scratch races or handicaps. Entries to handicaps can be submitted via e-mail to the 
handicapper or on any race day prior to the event. 

Northern Vets 

For more details go to http://www.northerncycling.com/  

Training rides 
 

  

Day/Time/Place Route Style Contact 

Tuesdays 9:30 am 
(9:00 am during DST) 

Main Yarra Trail (meet 
under Burke Road 
overpass) 

Under Burke Road on 
Main Yarra Trail to 
Southbank via Yarra 
Boulevard and bike paths 
along the river and return 

Social, bike paths and 
roads, coffee @ 
Southbank 

Keithb33@optusnet.com.au 

Sunday mornings 

Beach Road Ride. Leave 
8.00 am sharp. 
Meet at Peanut Farm 
Reserve, cnr Blessington 
& Chaucer Sts, St Kilda 

Ride along Beach Rd to 
Frankston. 10 min stop. 
Then ride back to St Kilda 
(approx. 65 km) 

Social ride, coffee back at 
St Kilda 

 

Saturday mornings 
(7.30 am) and 
Sundays/public holidays 
(8.00 am) 

Meet at Ringwood Clock 
towers, Maroondah Hwy, 
Ringwood 

Maroondah Hwy to 
Carlton for coffee, then 
return 

Fast social  

http://easternvets.com/roster/
http://www.northerncycling.com/


 

 

Sponsors 
 

  
  

  
 


