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Duty Roster 

19 September, Yarra Glen 
Tony Curulli (R), Ian M. Smith 
(TC), Ken Saxton (TC), Gary 
Leroy, Bob Lewis, Dale Linaker, 
Tim Maffey, Gerald McIver, 
Peter O’Callaghan, Gavin 
Plummer 
 
26 September, Eildon 
Richard Dobson (R), Rob Giles 
(TC), Jamie Goddard (TC), 
Dave McCormack (TC), Kim 
Marshall, Jon McGovern, Peter 
Ransom, Russell Wheelhouse, 
Leon Bishop, Ken Bone, Chris 
Hughson, Jean-Philippe 
Leclercq, Ross Morgans  
 
If rostered for duty, you must be at 
there at least 1 hour prior to start time.  
It’s your responsibility to find a 
replacement if unable to do your duty, 
then advise  Andrew Buchanan, 
tiptop2@optusnet.com.au  
 
 

Editor: Nick Tapp 
nick.tapp@detail-ed.com.au  

 

 

  

A club stalwart had success on the world stage this week. Evergreen rider Liz 
Randall won her category in the women’s time trial at the UCI Amateur World 
Championships in Denmark. Read Dave McCormack’s report later in this 
newsletter. 

Closer to home, at Gruyere, bunches were quite small but conditions were 
excellent and the competition was fierce. Race reports follow for A, B, C and E 
grades. Let’s try for a full house next week! 

And don’t forget the forthcoming Team Time Trial, to be held on Saturday 31 
October at Seymour. A separate email has gone out with details and FAQs. It 
would be great to see lots of riders get behind the club and get involved in this new 
venture. 

 

 

 
This week’s A-grade podium at Gruyere (L–R): Jay Phillpotts (3rd), Tom Leaper (1st) 
and Phil Smith (2nd). Doug Reynolds looks the other way in the background. 
Photo: David Anderson/Team Skope Cycling 
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Grade 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 

A Grade (16) Tom Leaper Phil Smith Jay Phillpotts Stephen Foster Trevor Coulter 

B Grade (6) Paul Firth Nick Tapp Peter Mackie   

C Grade (9) Phil Taylor Adam Dymond Tim Crowe   

D Grade (10) Sam Bruzzese Colin Mortley G Youll   

E Grade (5) Nick Hainal Peter Gray Dean Niclasen   

 

A Grade 

The Claytons race 

With A grade run as a teams race at Gruyere, the 
weather was sensational but numbers were 
smallish. The course is always testing, and not 
having raced in an A grade road race since 2005, 
I filled in for our team, expecting the day would be 
pretty tough. I was not disappointed! 

The first bit of action was the sound of brakes not 
functioning as smoothly as expected as one rider 
tried missing the turn back onto Killara Road in 
the very first lap. We waited for what seemed 
would be the inevitable thud as a rider hit the 
deck, but it all came to nought, thankfully, and we 
continued on. 

Tom generously didn’t put the foot down for a 
couple of laps, but sooner or later something was 
bound to happen. Shortly into the third lap, it did. 
As we climbed up the rise just out of the finishing 
straight, the flash of Croydon Cycle colours up the 
outside suggested things were about to take a 
turn for the worse. A gap, Phil Smith making a 
move to close it down, Tom deciding it was time 
to go, after being perfectly set up by his team-
mate. It all seemed to happen a little too quickly. 

The bunch reacted as best it could, and soon it 
was full gas, trying to stop the gap from growing 
too large, too quickly. 

The third time over the hill felt okay to start, then 
Trevor, J-P and a few others decided to up the 
ante. Things were looking good, until slowly the 
gaps started to appear towards the top. I looked 
for a wheel to chase, thinking someone had left a 
gap. No. I was last, the gap opened, and for me 
the race was pretty much done. Three laps in and 
nine to go. Kinda like the race you have when 
you’re not having a race. 

With the Tour of Bright only a couple of months 
away, I decided on some much-needed solid TT 
training and set about trying to hold a steady 
tempo. It should not have come as a big surprise 
when, coming up to a couple of laps to go, Tom 
and Phil came sailing up behind. Managing to 
stay just in front, as I again pedalled as quick as I 
could up the hill, they eventually made the 
junction with one lap to go. I hung on until the end 
of the finishing straight. Then we turned left, the 
road tilted skyward, Tom put the foot down, and it 
was all over. I don’t need to tell anyone that Tom 
is one very powerful cyclist, but his acceleration 
up that little rise was sudden, fast and he quickly 
disappeared out of sight. 

Graded scratch races, Gruyere, 12 September 



 
 
 
 

 

A deserving winner who, it was later rumoured, 
was actually saving himself for a race the next 
day! Congrats Tom, and also Phil for a valiant 
effort, as the only rider to stay at the front until 
very late in the race. 

With numbers light on again for our team at the 
next event, meaning I will have to fill in again, 
hopefully Yarra Glen may prove easier. Otherwise 
it might be another Claytons race for me. 

Doug Reynolds 

B Grade 

A view from  the back 

Before we started Darren Eagle reported an 
attacking magpie on Medhurst Rd, but I thought 
that given he probably gets to have a go at three 
riders a day at best, he was going to wear himself 
out pretty quick today with about 60 riders going 
past for about an hour and a half. 

With only six riders turning up for the B grade 
race at Gruyere it was always going to be hard, 
with nowhere to hide. From the start the pace was 
fairly solid with Nick Tapp and Paul Firth setting 
the early pace. On lap 3 Paul decided to stretch 
his legs going up the hill and this caused some 
pain to the small group and dropped me. I saw 
them crest the hill about 30 metres ahead of 
myself and I spent the next two and a half laps 
trying to get back on, which I finally did going over 
the little rise on Medhurst Rd. 

Nick was being watched more closely than a 
bloke who owes you money, but given his 
previous performances at this course it was only 
fair. Every time we went up the hill the pace was 
on and it was still Nick and Paul regulating the 
pace, Peter Mackie was holding on well and 
Gavin Plummer was also suffering but holding on. 
Anthony Burrand was always last at the start of 
the hill, mainly due to his slow cornering speed, 

but managed to get across every time. 

Lap 11 and I got dropped on the hill again A car 
got between me and the rest of them on the 
descent and braked heavily at the corner (bloody 
Volvo driver) and that created enough of a gap 
that I had no hope of getting back on . The bell 
rang and it was press on and at least finish this 
torture test. I never saw them again but according 
to Nick he eased up a little in the final metres of 
the sprint and Paul rolled him. Third was very 
hotly contested between Peter and Gavin with 
Peter grabbing it by a tyre’s width. 

Thanks to all of the officials and those on duty for 
a great day. 

Peter Webb 

C Grade 

It was a wonderful day to be racing, the first warm 
day in ages. Surprisingly, the numbers were 
down, but it was great to have only eight other 
riders to try and beat in C grade. There were no 
real breakaways in the race, but it was fairly 
intense every time we climbed up Killara Rd with 
Tim Crowe and his mate, whose name escapes 
me, putting the pressure on each lap. Most of us 
hung on and took a breather on the way down, 
then took our turns in front at a a steady pace. 

Come the bell lap, and heading to the last climb I 
was thinking that the two would try and take off up 
the hill so it was important to stay very close. 
Darren Smith I think did take off near the top, but 
we caught up after the last left turn at the bottom 
leading into the last kilometre, with Andrew 
Buchanan speeding past me to bridge the gap 
and myself, Adam Dymond and Tim chasing. 

I caught the two leaders just at the rise where you 
can see the line, and took off. Adam was sitting 
on my wheel and launched with about 100 metres 
to go. I saw him out of the corner of my eye close 



 
 
 
 

 

to the line but he ran out of road to come 2nd by 
the narrowest of margins, with Tim hanging on for 
3rd. 

Thanks to the marshals and anyone else who 
helped to make it a great day’s racing, and sorry 
for taking up too much road on the ride back to 
base – single file for me next time. 

Phil Taylor 

E Grade 

Kiss-chasey 

As EVCC members who may have hit the coast 
on the weekend would know, spring had finally 
arrived in all its glory. Gruyere was no exception, 
even the blockout bottle getting a bit of a workout. 

Once again E grade, the ‘Loneliest Goat-herd’ 
(the group with the lowest numbers), headed off 
to ride their mandatory six laps. 

Things began fairly sedately but on the second 
climb to Gruyere Rd, Peter Gray kept the pace 
high near the summit, causing a split in the 
bunch. Nick Hainal and Peter formed a 
breakaway alliance which lasted all of one lap, 
whereupon Nick distanced Peter on the next ‘G’ 
climb. 

From there on, it became a game of ‘kiss-chasey’, 
with Peter trying to bridge to Nick, then Nick 
running away on the climb (and taking 1st place 
in the finish). Well done, Nick. 

Peter Gray 

 

Graded scratch races, Casey Fields, 5 September 
 

This offering from Neil Cartledge got lost on the 
way to last week’s newsletter – but better late 
than never. 

E Grade 

You wouldn’t read about in books. There was no 
wind at Casey Fields! There has to be a first time 
for everything, I suppose. 

The neutral lap was great. Some small talk as to 
how it would be pleasant if the whole race was 
like this. But everybody knew it couldn’t last. 
Dean Niclasen was the first to make it more than 
just a training ride. Dean pushed hard for a good 
lap or so, then Greg Harvey took over, only a bit 
quicker, then Colin Mortley went harder again and 
he had everybody breathing deeply. Then 
followed a little lull until Neil Cartledge had a go, 
but not hard enough for Sam Bruzzese, who 
kicked hard in the first attempt to create a break – 

but to no avail. This bunch was well aware of 
what damage Sam could do given half a chance. 
Immediately Sam jumped, Greg Harvey would get 
on his wheel. In fact, throughout the race this 
foursome was marking each other very carefully, 
not letting anyone to get more than a bike length 
away. 

In those first 35 minutes D grade was averaging 
around 35 km/h. Both B and C were not making 
much of an impression on the gap. Geoff 
Cranstone slipped out the back about this time, 
leaving Dean, Peter Gray and Doc Cunneen to 
watch the main protagonists. 

Neil attempted to create a gap on the sweeping 
right hander to the lake. Just when he thought he 
had made it, Greg swung easily around him and 
suggested a bit of an effort was warranted. A 
quick look under the armpit revealed Sam’s 



 
 
 
 

 

mandatory black tyre kissing the back wheel. It 
makes one realise the thoughts of a young heifer 
running across the bull paddock: ‘If I don’t stop, 
I’m stuffed, and if I do stop, I’m really stuffed.’  

It was possibly about this time Peter dropped off, 
leaving just six riders to take it home. The work 
was shared by the ‘forceful four’, each looking for 
the chance to inflict some pain on the others and 
create the typical Casey breakaway, but to no 
avail. The lack of wind made it difficult and the 
riders were aware that any reasonable gap so 
close to the bell would be energy-sapping to shut 
down and would probably define the outcome. 

Almost an hour had passed and the pace eased a 
little. Individual plans were being hatched as to 
how to win the inevitable sprint. Greg was on the 
front, probably not his choice, with Sam and Neil 
riding shotgun, while Colin was ready to jump.  
On the approach to the back straight on what 
would turn out to be the penultimate lap, Neil 
briefly forgot that road racing is on the black stuff 
and tried a little cycle cross. Fortunately, Colin 
was able to able to gleefully point out the error of 
Neil’s ways. Cramp was claimed to be the cause 
of the detour but nobody really believed that. If 
the bunch had sensed an injury they would have 
surely attacked. C grade would have done so just 
as a matter of course. 

On the bell Greg was still on the front and the 
generosity of the bunch shone through. They 
donated that exultant position to Greg for most of 
the lap. On entering the back straight the pace 

lifted. Sam went down the left with Greg and Colin 
in tow. Neil was on the back almost recovered 
from the ‘imaginary’ cramp. Neil then put his brain 
in the pocket of his jersey and made an 
exploratory attempt to sprint of the front, saving a 
little for when the trio would attack. Neil would 
then grab a wheel and hang on to the line and 
hope for a chance to sprint over at least one rider 
on the line. By the time the bunch got to the lake 
Neil was still on the front and the poor bloody 
heifer’s thoughts came flooding back!  

The left hander on to the finish straight forced a 
choice. Stay left and give some shelter to the 
bunch or go right and have a little more height to 
ride over. The track does slope up a tad to the 
right but there was virtually no wind and shelter 
would be minimal so left was Neil’s chosen 
course. Dean had come up to have a go only to 
inherit Neil’s cramp. Sam and Colin were boxed 
in, while Greg forgot about selling plumbing 
fittings and was mixing it with the rest. The box 
opened and Sam took advantage. Colin just didn’t 
quite get the jump that he wanted but the driver of 
the tallest van in Melbourne was able to grab 
Sam’s wheel.  

The finish order being Neil 1st, Sam 2nd and 
Greg 3rd. The remainder in close order being 
Colin, Allan and Dean. It was a good, clean, safe 
and competitive race that everybody enjoyed. 
Thanks, guys! 

Neil Cartledge



 
 
 
 

 

Wednesday criterium at the Loop, Kew, 16 September 
 

Division 1st 2nd 3rd 

Division 1 (16) Russell Newnham Frank Nyhuis Peter Bertelsen 

Division 2 (13) Bruce Will Geoff O’Loghlen Chris Ellenby 

Division 3 (6) Steve Barnard D Drew (N) Doug Page 

Division 4 (4) John Eddy Barry Rodgers Clive Wright 
    
Thanks to Keith Bowen and his merry band of helpers – Steve Barnard, Lawrie Bohn and Barry Rodgers – 
for setting up and running proceedings. 

News etc. 
 

Eastern Vets veteran adds 2015 World Champion to her CV 

 

Long-time member of Eastern Vets, 
Liz Randall (left), won the gold medal 
in the F65+ TT category at the recent 
UCI Amateur World Championships in 
Denmark. Liz is a multiple world 
champion and is equally at home on 
the track and the road. 

Also winning gold at the 
championship was Steve Fairless in 
the M50–54 Road category. Steve, 
who contested the road race for 
Australia at the 1988 Seoul Olympic 
Games, has many friends at Eastern 
and was really happy to come up for 
the win after a close 2nd last year. 

A record number of over 2000 riders from 47 different countries took part in the Championships, including 
more than 100 riders from Australia. 

To see the last few kilometres of Steve’s win, Ctrl+Click on this link: https://youtu.be/f-A4ot-FtSg?t=36 

David McCormack 

https://youtu.be/f-A4ot-FtSg?t=36


 
 
 
 

 

Wellington to Auckland Cycle Challenge, 14–20 February 2016 

You may recall that earlier this year I entered my first Wellington to Auckland 7-day stage race. Well – I’m 
going again next year. A number of people have shown interest, so I am going to set up a distribution list 
for those that might be interested in joining me. 

The key points are: 

Dates: 14–20 February 2016 
Distance: Around 850 km over 13 stages. Full chip-based electronic timing system. Comprehensive 

age group results each evening. 
Costs: Entry fee is $450, and you can sort your own accommodation, meals, back-up, etc. A much 

better option is the Full Monty package which includes everything except flights for $2,500. 
Return flights will be around $400–$600 ex Melbourne. 

Decision time: Not urgent at this point, but should start to lock things in around November or December. 

If there is the slightest possibility that you might be interested, and want to be included on the distribution 
list for updates, please email me at john.williams@jhw.com.au and we can start to take things from there. 

Full details are available at: http://dynamoevents.co.nz/event/bdo-wellington-to-auckland-cycle-challenge-
2016/ 

John Williams 

 
Pro4mance manufactures world-class products, which are simple to use, taste great and are developed to 
complete each other before, during and after endurance sports. 100% Australian owned and made. 
Pro4mance sponsors many NRS cyclists, including our Tom Leaper. 

They have an excellent range of: 

• Energy gels 
• Hydration drinks 
• Recovery protein powder. 

40% discount off all products when you enter the voucher code LEAPER 

Free shipping on orders over $49, arrive in 1–2 days. 

Go to http://www.pro4mance.com.au and enter code LEAPER for discounts. 

 

mailto:john.williams@jhw.com.au
http://dynamoevents.co.nz/event/bdo-wellington-to-auckland-cycle-challenge-2016/
http://dynamoevents.co.nz/event/bdo-wellington-to-auckland-cycle-challenge-2016/
http://www.pro4mance.com.au/


 
 
 
 

 

Cyclers Guild – a new initiative 

Cyclersguild is an emblem to unite all 
cyclists, promote cycling in general and 
promote driver awareness to increase road 
safety. 

Show your support and display one proudly. 

More than just a sticker... well kind of just a 
sticker. 

For the first 25 orders over $10 
get 30% off – use the promo 
code EVCC 

http://cyclersguild.com.au/  
 
 
 
Eastern Vets 

 

Please refer to page 1 of this newsletter, or go to http://easternvets.com/roster/  

Note: Graded Scratch Race entries are accepted on the day up to 15 minutes before the advertised race start time.  Handicap 
entries close the Tuesday before the race.  Riders entering a handicap MUST pay the entry fee regardless of participation.  Fees 
are due on race day; entrants will NOT be allowed to start in any EVCC race until fees have been paid. 
No late entries will be accepted for either scratch races or handicaps.  Entries to handicaps can be submitted via e-mail to the 
handicapper or on any race day prior to the event. 

Northern Vets – for more details:  http://www.northerncycling.com/  

 

  

Future events 

http://cyclersguild.com.au/
http://easternvets.com/roster/
http://www.northerncycling.com/


 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Sponsors 
 

   
  

  
 

Day/Time/Place Route Style Contact 
 
Tuesdays 9:30 am (9:00 
am during DST). Main 
Yarra Trail (meet under 
Burke Road overpass). 

 
Under Burke Road on 
Main Yarra Trail to 
Southbank via Yarra 
Boulevard and bike paths 
along the river and return. 

 
Social, bike paths and 
roads, coffee @ 
Southbank. 

 
Keithb33@optusnet.com.au 

Sunday Mornings 

Beach Road Ride. Leave 
8.00 am sharp. 

Meet at Peanut Farm 
Reserve. 

Cnr Blessington & 
Chaucer Sts. St Kilda. 

 

Ride along Beach Rd 

to Frankston.  

10 min stop. Then ride 
back to St Kilda. (approx. 
65 km). 

 

Social Ride - Coffee back 
at St Kilda. 

 

Saturday mornings 
(7.30am) and 

Sundays/Public Holidays 
(8.00am) 

Meet at Ringwood Clock 
towers, Maroondah Hwy, 
Ringwood 

 

Maroondah Hwy to 
Carlton for coffee, then 
return 

 

Fast social 

 

Training rides 


