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Duty Roster 

This Week on 21 June: Yarra Glen: Jim Swainston, Nick Tapp, Phil Taylor, Marcus Thielle, 
Phil Thompson, Frank Tomsic & Tony Tonkin. 
Next Week on 281 June: Gruyere: Richard Dobson, Kevin King, Ian R Smith, Frank Nyhuis, 
Keith Wade, Kay Ward, Alex Watts, Ray Watts, Peter Webb, Michael Waterfield & Andre 
Webber.  
Note: Members rostered for marshal or traffic control duties must be at the circuit at least one hour before the 

scheduled start time to assist with the setting up of the course.  (But bring your bike, you just never know). If a 

marshal fails to turn up for duty, a rider will be balloted to do that duty. If you cannot turn up for duty, you must find a 

replacement and please advise Andrew Buchanan at tiptop2@optusnet.com.au.  

 

Royce Bennett Memorial 14thJune  
 
A big field enjoyed fine weather and dry roads for the annual 
Royce Bennett handicap over almost 60 k’s. The 
handicapping was well done as scratch and other bunches 
finished together just behind Bernie Evans off limit in only his 
3

rd
 start with the club. Well done Bernie! 

 
As usual for this course, the little rise on the return leg sorted 
the men from the boys. It was the cause of most of the 
dropped rides getting dropped in just about all of the 
bunches. 
 
In only her third handicap race, Emma Anderson was the 
first female. The prize money is reported to go to purchasing 
new tyres for husband Paul with 3 punctures from 2 starts. 
 

Limit: Bernie Evans 
I had been a member of the EVCC for just four weeks and 
the Royce Bennett was to be my first handicap race and my 
third race overall. I was very nervous with very little idea of 
what to do. Luckily I met John (John Eddy) in the car park  

 
and he showed me how to register and where the start line 
was. A good thing too as it turned out to be about five K from 
the registration point!  
 
I was in the first group away and wobbled off nervously with 
John directing us to do rolling turns. All went well for the first 
few k’s and then unfortunately we lost John then things got a 
bit ragged. I kept finding myself at the front and the others 
were dropping back so I rode on alone.  
 
I had never ridden this road before so I had no idea where I 
was so I just followed along behind the pace car. Even they 
got bored with this and stopped for a toilet break. I just kept 
riding. Mercifully the overpass bridge, that was the only 
landmark I could remember, came into view so I just sprinted 
for that expecting to be mown down by a hundred other 
riders. I crossed the finish line alone and waited for about 
five minutes for the scratch men to come hurtling by.  
 
I was thrilled and honored to have won my first handicap 
race. Many thanks to the organizing officials and I hope that 
Royce Bennett is looking down approvingly. 
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Scratch: Rob Amos 
A good evenly matched group of 7 started off in 
scratch, with only 1 DNS, chasing the next bunch of 6 
with 3 DNS, and 35 minutes to limit. Scratch soon got 
up to speed with everyone giving 100% and all the  
turns going through smoothly, until the rise on the 
return, where the climbers went too hard, before 
easing up to let Phil Caverli & Rob Amos regain the 
wheel. Steve Ross, after last week’s ride of the day, 
was unable to close the gap. The bunch then started 
to change to track turns into the head wind.  As they 
turned at the start /finish turn they had made up some 
good ground as they picked up 2nd scratch who in turn 
were just about to pick up 3rd scratch.  
 
It got a bit messy as riders from the two groups 
jumped into the line, before the scratch riders had all 
found the front. Phil Cav must have got caught behind 
a rider who dropped a wheel as he disappeared from 
the rotations. Luckily he was replaced by Scott Riddle 
(Northern) from 2nd scratch in the rotations to help in 
the chase.   
 
After the hill Mick Jamison & Ken Mayberry also 
decided to help the scratch men, the rest happy to sit 
on and be towed to the finish.  
 
Going into the last turn another large group was just 
ahead, but the marshal’s shouted” 9 mins down”. A 
surge past the next group stopped most from being 
able to jump on, with another on the short climb in an 
effort to shed some passengers, but had little effect. 
Roy, Rob, Phil Smith, Peter Howard & Tony Mirabella 
were still working well together, often having to do 
double turns as some of the passengers stopped the 
rotations. With the finish nearing and still no sign of the 
lead car or bunch/ riders, Mick took a flyer & opened 
up a good gap, before Ken took up the chase, catching 
Mick just as the sprint started for fastest time, taken 
out by Peter, from Roy and Tony.  
 
After the finish it turned out that only one rider was up 
the road, a great ride by Bernie Evans in his first 
handicap.   
Stats: 59 klms in 1 hr. 25 min  ave speed 41.1 
kph  max speed 59 kph 
 
A Grade (2): Mick Jamison 
Pretty good handicapping last Saturday it came 
together except for the one or two out front.  
 
Unfortunately our bunch was missing four riders which 
made staying clear of scratch not possible. Richard 
Abel was one of those missing. You may have heard 
he was involved in a bad accident just near our shop 
while he was out test riding his brand new top of the 

line Focus. He had literally just picked it up and 
decided to take it for a quick spin. 20min later we get a 
call from him; he is 100m up the road with Ambulance 
and in a big mess. He hit a u-turning car at some 
speed and cracked some vertebrae amongst other 
damage, he is going to be ok though but will be off the 
bike and work for months. The new bike was a 
complete write off.  
 
Accident occurred about 5.20pm on busy Mt 
Dandenong road, so it was still daylight but getting 
quite dark due to cloud. Richard had no lights on, car 
didn’t see him coming. We are just glad that he is 
going to be ok; it is a strong reminder about minimizing 
your risks. 
 
14 Minutes: Jim Swainston. My observations of a 
great day. 
  
I guess what makes these days special is the fact that 
we only have a couple per year. The moment you hit 
the Craigieburn bypass you are struck by the volume 
of fast traffic heading out of the city (turn of phrase 
only!). I was very taken by one "B double" tanker with 
a fantastic Kenworth prime mover as it went over the 
great divide without slowing one iota. I later asked him 
was he fully loaded and he replied "Yep!" 
  
As always that first look at the program is a nervous 
one as you assess your chances and mine were not 
real positive. 
We had 7 riders (less Sam) with 12 riders 2 minutes 
back. 
We weren't filled with optimism however we worked 
honestly but on that first gradual drag toward Avenel I 
went off followed by Anthony Brown leaving 4 with a 
hopeless task. 
I wasn't alone for long as the 12 minute group caught 
me just after the first turnaround but we seemed to 
have a bit of a cross wind making it hard to settle in. 
Off again and caught by 9 minutes who seemed to be 
riding the race like a Grand Tour rather than a 
handicap. Mal Jones was fairly 
leaping up the hills to everyone else's horror!  
  
"Alone again naturally" could well be my theme song if 
there is a hill involved and I was again! I was caught 
by the combined 4 minute & 7 minute bunches about 
half way back to the start. They were fairly flying and 
must have been doing mid-forties thus looking a 
chance of getting up how- ever they seemed to be 
weakening a little as they neared 
the bell and scratch looked threatening as they weren't 
weakening! 
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At this point the race was anyone's but no one had 
anticipated the ability of the Banyule BUG, (Bicycle 
User Group), Bernie Evans who would have sent the 
bookies home happy as there was no money on 
him! His last half lap was a ripper as he held an 
impressive field at bay and went on to win like a lone 
breakaway in a T de F stage! The 
pace, the course and a bit of wind made mincemeat of 
the field as only about 15 hotly contested 2nd place. 
Trevor Perry (a famous surname in the Northern 
suburbs) off 4 minutes rolled the scratchies who took 
the next 3 places. 
  
Emma Anderson was tucked in there somewhere for 
1st female with Louise Wolfers close up. Dale Maizels 
put up a great ride and Susan O'Keefe rode with her 
usual never say die attitude! A great effort by all 4. A 
great effort by our officials especially John Williams 
who did most things single handedly! Bernie Evans 
tells me he isn't related in any way to the brilliant 
Swans & Carlton footballer of the same name nor the 
Springvale player Brett "the Birdman" Evans who I was 
confusing with his namesake. Are you confused 
now!!!! 
  
It is amazing to know firsthand how much some 
motorists hate cyclists. A local idiot in an old Falcon 
tried to run over me when I was standing on the side 
road opposite the registration point on Saturday. At 
least he wound down his window and explained why! 
Limit bunch 35 minutes 

What a beautiful day it turned out to be, quite like the 
ride to the starting line as a warm up. I was feeling a 
little bit fitter this time around since the last handicap & 
my goal is to last longer before I got caught.  
 
Limit: Pat Ruys 
What a beautiful day it turned out to be. I quite like the 
ride to the starting line as a warm up and I was feeling 
a little bit fitter this time around since the last handicap. 
My goal is to last longer before I got caught.  
 
As we rolled up to the starting line there was 7 riders in 
my bunch, Bernie Evans (new rider), John Eddy, 

Laurie Bohn, Michael Waterfield, Ronda Kennedy, 
Emma Anderson & myself Pat Ruys, also I was made 
bunch captain. 
We started off easy & it wasn’t long before we picked 
up some speed, we were all working together quite 
well. We lost John Eddy on the first small climb about 
the 10 km mark, so then there were 5 of us together & 
with Bernie just up the road a bit. He was a strong 
climber; the rest of us regrouped & chased him 
(Bernie) down catching him with in a k. At the first turn 
around we were all still together, but it didn’t take 
Bernie long to ride off the front again. 
 
 We didn’t ride tempo too well in the small gradients, 
we all just rode our own speed up the hills & 
regrouping each time at the top to chase Bernie down. 
We lost Ronda at about the 19 to 20 k mark so then 
there were 4 of us working together & we decided just 
to ride tempo & slowly catch Bernie again. This worked 
because we were all together at the second turn, one 
lap to go. 
 
On the second lap on the first climb out Bernie had 
dropped us yet again & yes we regrouped but only 
catching Bernie just before the last turn around.  
Bernie rode away from us on the small hill into Avenel; 
also Laurie got dropped from the bunch so there were 
only 3 of us working turns Emma (the pocket rocket on 
the climbs) Michael & Pat. The 3 of us worked well 
until the last climb, when Michael dropped off & I sat 
on Emma’s wheel as long as I could. But I encouraged 
her to leave me because I was slowing her down & I 
knew she had a great chance of winning first lady 
across the line so she did. 
 
Michael caught me at about the 54k mark & we got 
caught by the huge chasing bunch at the 55.7k mark 
only 2.3k’s from the end, Emma got caught under the 
bridge but rode a fantastic race to win first Lady across 
the line. But Bernie was still way out in front & I had a 
good feeling that he would win the race which he did. 
 
Congratulations to everyone involved. What a great 
handicap.  

 

Thanks to those responsible for organising, officiating, the drinks and the trailer.  

Royce Bennett Memorial Handicap: 14/6/2014 
1

st
  Bernie Evans 7

th
  Ian Strange (H) 

2
nd

  Trevor  Perry (N) 8
th

  Phillip Smith 

3
rd

 & Fastest time  Peter Howard 9
th

  Chris Ellenby 

4th  Roy Clark 10
th

  David Morland 

5
th

  Tony Mirabella (E)    

6
th

  Scott Riddell First Female  Emma Anderson 
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The Loop June 18th. 

 Division 1  (10) Division 2 (8) Division 3 (10) Division 4 (6) 
First C Cubit (N) C Ellenby S Bol (N) F Lees 
Second D Burke (N) J Hasouras (N) R Feigan S O’Keefe 
Third P Thompson M Stalder P Griffiths (N) R Maggs 

 

Future events: 
 
Eastern Vets Program: www.easternvets.com/  

 Date Time Location Melway Ref Event 

Saturday June 21 2:00pm Yarra Glen 266 J11 GSR – Kermesse – A Grade teams race 

Saturday June 28 2:00pm Gruyere 282 F10 GSR - Kermesse 

Monday June 30 7:30pm Club Ringwood 50 C3 Monthly General Meeting 

Saturday July 5 2:00pm Casey Fields 134 E10 GSR- Criteruim 

 
Note: Graded Scratch Race entries are accepted on the day up to 15 minutes before the advertised race start time.  Handicap 
entries close the Tuesday before the race.  Riders entering a handicap MUST pay the entry fee regardless of participation.  Fees 
are due on race day; entrants will NOT be allowed to start in any EVCC race until fees have been paid. 
No late entries will be accepted for either scratch races or handicaps.  Entries to handicaps can be submitted via e-mail to the 
handicapper or on any race day prior to the eve. 

Northern Vets Program: http: //www.northerncycling.com/ 
Date 2014 Race Dist. Venue Time Event 

22/06/2014 Criterium 1hr+Bell National Blvd (Ford) 9:00 am Winter Crit Series Race 2 

29/06/2014 Criterium 1hr+Bell National Blvd (Ford) 9:00 am Winter Crit Series Race 3 

6/7/2014 Criterium 1hr+Bell National Blvd (Ford) 9:00 am Winter Crit Series Race 4 

13/7/14 No Racing     Mid-year break. 

 

AVCC National Championships PERTH 26-29 SEPTEMBER 2014 

Registrations are now open for the AVCC National Championships to be run in Perth, Western Australia from 26th to 
29th September 2014. There will be two track championship events, road, criterium and 25km time trial 
championships.  The track at the Speed Dome, Midvale, will host individual time trial and pursuit championships - 
road bikes will be allowed for these events. 

A link to IMG's event desk can be found on the West Coast Masters CC 'Nationals' web page 
at:http://www.masterscycling.asn.au/nationals/nationals.htm There is also a guide to the process available through a link on that 
page, or directly at:http://www.wcmasterscycling.asn.au/nationals/2014RegistrationGuide.pdf. The event is also listed on the 
AVCC web page at: http://www.ausvetcycling.com/# 
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      Tickets are now available for Eastern Vets TdF Night 

      3 course meal, Guest speaker – Keith Flory PhD, 

      Door prizes and Cycling bargains. 

      Presentation of Club & Summer Criterium medals 

      Cost - $60, Drinks at Bar Prices 

      Tables of 8 or 10 people.  

      All Club members, friends and bike fans invited. 

      Contact David at davemacq@bigpond.com or on 

 11
th

 July    race day. 

      Note – no tickets sold on the night. 

 

 

Training Rides 

Day/Time/Place Route Style Contact 

Tuesdays 9:30 am (9:00 
am during DST) Main 
Yarra Trail (meet under 
Burke Road overpass) 

Under Burke Road on 
Main Yarra Trail to 
Southbank via Yarra 
Boulevard and bike paths 
along the river and return. 

Social, bike paths and 
roads, coffee @ 
Southbank. 

Keithb33@optusnet.com.au 

Sunday Morning 
Beach Road Ride 
Leave 8.00 am sharp 
 
Meet at Peanut Farm 
Reserve. 
Cnr Blessington & 
Chaucer Sts. St Kilda. 
 

Ride along Beach Rd 
To Frankston.  
10 min stop. Then ride 
back to St Kilda. (approx. 
65 km) 

Social Ride - Coffee back 
at St Kilda 

 

 

Members’ Corner 
 
In addition to race reports, every Member is invited to submit cycling-related material of possible wider 
interest including favorite rides, best or worst cycling experiences, brushes with fame (or the infamous), 
cycling holiday snaps, etc. 

 
Neil Cartledge (neil.cartledge1@bigpond.com) 
For John Neil, Newsletter Editor  

 
 


