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April 17 2014     
Duty Roster 
This Week on 19th April–METEC: Referee: Richard Dobson. Marshals: Andy Burmas, John Eddy. 
 
Next Week on 26th April –Gruyere: officials to be confirmed. NB See note below on process for swaps. 
 
Note: Members rostered for marshal or traffic control duties must be at the circuit at least one hour before the 

scheduled start time to assist with the setting up of the course.  (But bring your bike, you just never know). If a 

marshal fails to turn up for duty, a rider will be balloted to do that duty. If you cannot turn up for duty, you must find a 

replacement and please advise Andrew Buchanan at tiptop2@optusnet.com.au. 

Dunlop Road, 12/4/2014:  
It was another big day of racing at the popular Dunlop Road 
course. It was a day for fast and close finishes, even David 
Holt and John Cain who had flown off the front of A Grade 
pretty soon after the neutral lap made it interesting for the 
judges at the finish line. Unfortunately the E Grade finish 
was hampered by the tail of A Grade – all riders should be 
alert to what is happening around them and not just in their 
own race. 
 
A Grade: No report 
B Grade: No report 
C Grade: (Neil Cartledge) 
The C Grade race was not much different to the D Grade 
race - perhaps a little higher in average speed but without 
the attacks. This was possibly due to the normal hard 
chargers being on duty, away, or in B Grade. The principle 
differences with previous Dunlop Rd races was the lack of 
the big kicks coming out of the two sharp corners at either 
end of Dunlop Rd and the big attempts to create a gap by 
the strong men from the main bunch. 
  
Early on Geoff O’Loghlen made an attempt to get away but 
nobody was prepared to jump across and help him. When 
Geoff became aware that he was on his own and being left 
out to dry, he sat up. A couple of other riders also tried with 

similar results, including the new member from New Zealand 
(Graeme Bull? Ed.) - a rider who will have significant impact 
on the grade in the near future. Another new member, Paul 
Anderson, went to the front and looked dangerous until Peter 
reminded him that he was not permitted to compete in C 
Grade having already made the podium in the earlier D 
Grade event. 
  
Geoff went again late in the day but was marked closely by 
all and sundry. The bell drew near and the usual slowing in 
preparation for the sprint coupled with the slow pace made it 
another day for the sprinters. Ken Bone made position as he 
usually does half way along McDonalds Lane, sat on until 
half way down Geddes St and with his powerful kick, took 
and held the lead to the line followed by Gerald McIver and 
Martin Stalder. Dean Niclasen and David Brown were on 
hand to pick up the last two envelopes. Well done all five. 

	  
D Grade: (John Neil) 
A strong field of sixteen lined up in Geddes St, 
supplemented by a few C Graders looking to warm up for the 
second session. It was mostly the hardy perennials but there 
were a few fresh flowers to brighten up the bunch. 
 
As usual the first few laps were turned in a more or less 
gentlemanly fashion as a prelude to some 15 kms of helter 
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skelter. Successive riders tried to jump off the front 
attempting to get a break or stretch the field and drop the 
sprinters (or both), pushing the average speed to over 37 
kph by the middle of the race. Ken Saxton, Sam Bruzzese, 
Paul Anderson, Michael Muscat, Michael Paull, David Coull 
John Neil and possibly Adam Dymond each had a part of 
this action. I think the only palpable break involved Saxton, 
Anderson, Bruzzese and Neil but it came to nothing for lack 
of organisation.  
 
After about 40 minutes the bunch had been thinned by the 
loss of a couple of riders and the pace eased back towards a 
35 kph average. As the bell neared most were happy for 
anyone but themselves to lead and Michael Muscat pulled a 
pretty solid shift, having ridden at the sharp end for most of 
the race. John Neil reluctantly pulled a lap only to lift the 
pace to avoid a clash with F Grade on its bell lap.  
 
The bell lap action started in Dunlop Road with Paul 
Anderson, Adam Dymond and Alan Cunneen coming to the 
fore and winding up the pace.  John Neil had to sprint hard in 
McDonald’s Lane just to get on to Alan’s wheel.  Around the 
final bend into Geddes Street Dymond, Anderson and Neil 
were leading the pack. Adam Dymond stayed strong in the 
final sprint edging out John Neil and Paul Anderson with Ken 
Saxton and David Coull grabbing 4th and 5th places 
respectively. 
 
E Grade: (Laurie Bohn) 
I knew as soon as I started my warm up laps that this old 
body was not going to perform today so I decided that I 
would observe from the rear.  A small field of 6 + 2 from D 

grade set a nice pace for while until Barry Rodgers applied a 
bit of pressure followed by Ray Watts and Louise Wolfers. 
Zenon Gawronski powered away to set up a 200 metre gap. 
As there was some confusion as to whether he was actually 
in the race or not, nobody tried to chase. Perhaps this could 
be clarified at the start line? Barry eventually reeled Zenon in 
with a fantastic five-lap turn. Great effort Barry!  
 
After receiving the bell we were passed by A Grade who 
were well ahead at the top turn but for some unusual reason 
dropped their speed leaving the E Grade sprinters 
confronted with a wall of A Graders. As a result, the line 
judges did not see the E grade placings but they did hear 
some colourful expletives from a certain person. 
Thanks everybody for a good race and see you at METEC.   
                                            
Another observation. I have noticed that the leading rider 
of the higher grade often (not always) cuts down on the 
lower grade. He is followed by the 2nd 3rd and 4th riders 
and so on who don’t want to lose the slipstream of the rider 
in front. This is understandable but the more riders that 
follow, the more the distance between the rear of the 
passing faster riders and front of the slower bunch reduces. 
Quite often there are less experienced riders in the lower 
grades who tend to slow down more than is really necessary 
resulting in a crowding effect in the lower grade. So please, 
leading riders, keep a straight line until well past the slower 
bunch. Remember you are going twice as fast so you may 
hit the ground twice as hard. 
 
F Grade: No report 
 

	  
	  
Dunlop	  Rd:	  12/4/14	  
 First Second Third  Fourth Fifth 
A Grade (22) David Holt John Cain Mark Kinzett Ciaran Jones James Steward 
B Grade (22) Phillip 

Thompson 
Chris Ellenby Glenn Newnham Brian McCann Ramon Cardosi 

C Grade (18) Ken Bone Gerald McIver Martin Stalder Dean Niclasen David Brown 
D Grade (16) Adam Dymond John Neil Paul Anderson Ken Saxton David Coull 
E Grade (6) Ray Watts Jeff Smith Louise Wolfers   
F Grade (10) Robin Condie Jo-Anne 

Sabbatini 
Keith Bowen   

 
Thanks to the officials Last Week: Dunlop Road12/04/2014. 
Peter Mackie and Ron Stranks for taking entries, Allan Chiong, Nick Hainal, Rob Feigan, John Thomson, Gary Leroy, Steve Martin, 
Peter Ransome, Geoff Miller, Glenn Newnham, Janita Keating, Darren Eagle, Jim Swainston, Alan Hasan, Nick Tapp and Colin 
Mortley for marshalling duties. Also thanks to Andrew Buchanan for managing the duty roster, Dave Hyde for bringing the trailer 
and Dean Niclasen for bringing the drink refreshments. 

The Loop: 16/4/2014.  

	   First	   Second	   Third	  	  
Division	  1	   F	  Short	  (N)	   P	  Ferrie	  (N)	   P	  Bertelsen	  
Division	  2	   R	  Wheelhouse	   Owen	  Anstey	   R	  Debernadi	  
Division	  3	   Shane	  Dwyer	   John	  Neil	   S	  Coulson	  
Division	  4	   Laurie	  Bohn	   Frank	  Lees	   Richard	  Maggs	  
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Future events: 
 
Eastern Vets Program: www.easternvets.com/  
 Date Time Location Melway Ref Event 

Saturday Apr 26 2:00pm Gruyere 282 F10 Graded Scratch Races  

Monday Apr 28 7:30pm Ringwood Club 50 C3 General Meeting 
Sat. May 3 2:00pm Casey Fields 134 E10 Graded Scratch Races - Criterium 

Saturday May 10 1:30pm Avenel/Seymour 910 M5 Athletic Soft Tissue Handicap  

Saturday May 17 2:00pm Yarra Glen 266 J11 Graded Scratch Races - Kermesse 
 
Note: Graded Scratch Race entries are accepted on the day up to 15 minutes before the advertised race start time.  Handicap 
entries close the Tuesday before the race.  Riders entering a handicap MUST pay the entry fee regardless of participation.  Fees 
are due on race day; entrants will NOT be allowed to start in any EVCC race until fees have been paid. 
No late entries will be accepted for either scratch races or handicaps.  Entries to handicaps can be submitted via e-mail to the 
handicapper or on any race day prior to the event. 

Northern Vets Program: http: //www.northerncycling.com/ 
February 2014 Race Dist. Venue Time Event 

20/4/2014 No Racing     Easter Sunday 
27/04/2014 Road 42/70 km Lancefield 9:30 am Open Club and Age Champs 
04/05/2014 Road 77 km Lancefield 10.00am LADCOM Benghazi Open 
11/05/2014 Criterium 1hr+bell National Blvd (Ford) 9:00 am Graded Scratch – Mums’ Day 

 
Roster Duty: The Process (incl SWAPS) 

It is a condition of membership that each member takes part in the race day duty roster. All members need to check the club 
Website (click on “Roster”) and note their rostered date and venue. 

IF you require a SWAP to another day YOU need to be pro-active and arrange the swap. If you need assistance in your search for 
a replacement, you can log your name on the website: 
- Go to the Club Website – click on “Roster” then “Roster Swap” and follow the prompts. 

If you can assist with a posted swap request click on the Website as above and follow the prompts. 

Swaps must be in place at least one week before the rostered event. If the Club has to arrange late replacements or a rostered 
member fails to turn up for duty the responsible member will be ineligible to race until they have met their duty obligation. 

Roster queries can be directed to: Andrew Buchanan Roster Co-ordinator (0418 281073 tiptop2@optusnet.com.au). 

Members’ Corner 
In addition to race reports, every Member is invited to submit cycling-related material of possible wider interest including favourite 
rides, best or worst cycling experiences, brushes with fame (or the infamous), cycling holiday snaps, etc. David McCormack 
recounts his experience as a neophyte trackie below. 

My First Track Race 

David McCormack 
 

For the past 12mths I have been training on the track with the Masters Group at the indoor velodrome at DISC. The Group 
convenes every Tuesday morning between 10am and 12noon under the watchful coaching of past Eastern member, Peter Wykes. 
Rain, hail or shine we train for 2hrs and then repair to the onsite café for coffee and something to eat. It is a very pleasant way to 
spend a Tuesday morning. 
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I have an old steel track bike and after the initial intimidation of riding on a steeply banked track I soon began to feel comfortable, if 
a little nervous around new riders. As time passed and my confidence and times began to improve it was suggested that a new 
bike might bring further improvement. The old steel bike was very twitchy and not that easy to ride, especially for a rookie.  I lashed 
out and brought a new carbon “trackie”. 

On my new bike I looked and felt a million dollars and was invited to race at the opening of the newly resurfaced Preston track (see 
below). It also happened to be their Club Championships and being a member I decided to “have a go” in the over 40s category. 

It was a bigger day than what I expected. The Mayor of Preston officially opened the track, and there were many invited guests and 
past members in attendance, including the Sansonetti brothers, Remo and Sal, both Olympic and Commonwealth Games 
representatives. (To read more about Remo and Sal – Go to licoricegallery.com and click on Interviews Ed.) 
Finally after a number of events the major race of the day, well for me any way - my first ever track race! The over 40s scratch race 
comprised 15 laps of the newly paved track. We all lined up on the fence and the commissaire gave the order to roll off from the 
back.  
 
The early part of the race was pretty uneventful with riders doing half lap turns at a fairly good pace. With 5 laps to go they started 
mucking around, slowing and switching up and down the track. I didn’t want to be involved in this and saw the opportunity to attack. 
Out of the saddle I jumped and TT’ed on the front to the bell lap. 
 
In the sprinters lane along the back straight a few riders came around the outside of me as the final sprint started to wind up. Then, 
to my horror, I felt a rider pushing up the inside on the duct board in an illegal maneouvre. To add insult to injury he fell right in front 
me. S-H-I-T! I hit him square on and as I summersaulted through the air all I could think of was - oh not my new bike! I landed flat 
on my back and as I looked up I could see pieces of my exploding helmet flying through the air. 
 
The moral of this story: regardless of the type of bike race, track, road or criterium, if all riders race according to convention and 
rules, the best rider on the day usually wins the race and all others get to go home in one piece. It only takes one selfish rider to 
believe the rules don’t apply to him and chaos can result, sometimes with devastating consequences.   
Thankfully I escaped serious injury, but not so my new bike. It’s in the bike hospital, critical care unit, but expected to survive!  
Will I do another track race? Probably not. But the pleasant Tuesday morning training sessions will continue! 
 
 

	  


